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Jordan-Syria relations move into high gear 

Summit planned between King 
Hussein and President Assad 
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By Ahmed Shaker 

Special w The Star 
A THAW in Rcfaiions between 
Jordan and Syria has already 
began. Contacts between Jorda¬ 
nian and Syrian officials are 
now taking place at the highest 
levels. This is the result of the 
meetings between His Majesty- 
King Hussein and Syria's Pres¬ 
ident Hafez A1 Assad in the 
Arab Summit that was held in 
Cairo early this week. 

A meeting is scheduled for 
the end of July between Prime 
Minister Abdel Karim Kabarili 
and his Syrian counterpart 
Mahmoud AI Zu'abi. This will 
be preceded by preparatory 
meetings between Jordanian 
and Syrian officials concerning 
security and political issues. 
Then, a Jordanian Syrian sum¬ 
mit will be convened between 
King Hussein and President 
Assad. The place and date of 
the summit will be agreed on 
later but it is thought that it 
will take place at the end of the 
summer. 

The Star learned that a meet¬ 
ing between King Hussein and 
President Assad took place one 
day before the summit. This 
was in the presence of Egyp¬ 
tian President Husni Mubarak. 
Three subsequent meetings 
occurred during the two-day 
summit. 

King Hussein told President 
Mubarak that he has no per¬ 
sonal differences with the Syr¬ 
ian president. However, Assad,..’ 


feels that there are other seri¬ 
ous matters that need to be 
settled. 

Jordan will dc> its utmost to 
see progress on the Syrian- 
israeii peace track. Jordan 
rejects Syrian claims that it 
signed its peace treaty with 
Israel without Arab coordina¬ 
tion. Jordanian officials also 
denied Syrian accusations of 
“running" to sign its peace 
treaty, since Egypt and the 
PLO signed peace accords 
before Jordan. Officials main¬ 
tain that the Oslo agreement 
was a surprise for Jordan. 

Moreover, there existed 
secret contacts between Syria 
and Israel, Jordan official 
maintains. 

Jordanian-Syrian talks dur¬ 
ing the summit, discussed the 
“51" terrorist attempts in Jor¬ 
dan made by armed men cross¬ 
ing the Syrian border. They 
planned to assassinate senior 
officials, hide explosives and 
attack Israel tourists, it was 
stressed. President Assad 
denied that his country encour¬ 
aged such acts and promised to 
follow up investigations and 
inform Jordanian officials 
aboui the outcome. The secur¬ 
ity meeting between the two 
countries is aimed to clear the 
air. 

Syrian officials, in turn, said 
that Jordan harbors Syrian 
opposition members who are 
against the government. 

Jordanian officials argued 
they have no . rights U>- act 


against any Syrian living on 
Jordanian soil. They stated ihaL 
Syrian Islamic members had 
left Jordon to other states, 
among them Syria. 

Because Jordan has good 
relations with Turkey, it prom¬ 
ised to help improve Syrian- 
Turkish relations. Bui Syria 
remains adamant arguing that 
Jordan continues to boost its 
relations with Turkey. Syria 
still argues that the latter occu¬ 
pies Arab lands and has a mili¬ 
tary agreement with Israel. 

On the other hand, Jordan 
said that Iran occupies Arab 
islands, and supports terrorism 
against Bahrain. Yet, it has 
good relations with Syria. 

During their meetings in the 
summit, the Jordanian side 
stressed that it docs not inter¬ 
fere in the internal affairs of 
Arab states and accordingly 
does not accept intervention in 
its own affairs. 

Syria claims that Turkey has 
taken a large share of its water 
from the Euphrates. In turn, 
Jordan accused Syria of taking 
a large quantity of Jordanian 
water. 

Referring to the media cam¬ 
paigns, the Jordanian side said 
that Syria had started a nega¬ 
tive press campaign against 
Jordan. 

During the summit, the Syr¬ 
ian prime minister denied that 
such campaigns were taking 
place. He said Lhat he was 
merely addressing the Jorda¬ 
nian people. This provoked a 


reaction from Mr Kabarili who 
also denied that (here was a 
campaign against the Syrian 
Prime Minister, but said that he 
was also addressing the Syrian 
people. 

Points of differences 
between Jordan and Syria also 
concentrate on Iraq and Leba¬ 
non. Jordan was clear in its 
position towards the two coun¬ 
tries: the unity of Iraq and the 


independence of Lebanon. 

Jordan stresses the need for 
comprehensive efforts to solve 
all issues before holding a 
summit between King Hussein 
and the president Assad. 

What is important is lhat the 
two sides agreed to put an end 
to their differences, form com¬ 
mittees to solve any misunder¬ 
standing and to engage in a 
constructive dialogue. ■ 


Christopher reconfirms 
US commitment for 
land for peace 

CAIRO (Combined Agencies)— Before leaving to Saadi 
Arabia, US Secretary of State Warren Christopher said foe 
land for peace formula is foe general principle but Arab 
states most be realistic if and when they resume peace talks 
with Israel. In a joint press conference with foe Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Moussa in Cairo, Christopher said “Washington re¬ 
mains -committed to foe general principle that Israel gives 
baric Arab land in return for peaceful relations with its 
neighbors.” Mr Arafat said that he was folly committed to 
foe peace process. 

Mr Christopher stepped into a crisis in Israeli-Egyptian 
relations Wednesday when he came to Cairo for talks with 
Egyptian and Palestinian Presidents Ho^pi Mubarak and 
Yasser Arafat. 

The press hounded Christopher last Wednesday morn¬ 
ing for appearing to endorse Israel’s attempt to wriggle out 
of the agreements behind Axab-Israefi talks. 

In Israel, President Ezer Weizman said he was worried 
by the growing “anti-Israeli” sentiment In Egypt, which 

."" Continued on page3 
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Disregarding the environment , 
Energy Minister worried about 
government money 

By Eyad Amman j |Mh r IWlllHllliilirNM n i) ~ H llllBU. i ‘ ~bt ~ 

ANOTHER DOMESTIC rum- 1 

ble may be brewing in govern- 

mcni circles this week. A ™ jfclr* **--■ 

memo sem by the Energy Min- * •- - ^ N K v * 

istry. Hishani Al Dabass to the |r if-. • — • 

Prime Minister. Abdel Karim - :-.tA g ’ 

AI Kabarili warns against the ' WEST 

import of diesel-powered laxis. » .... raS yppT 

The issue seems to be one of S'* iJa*-..., - j, 

economy. The switch to diesel- J _ -^ggm | " | u|| p , *v | * 1 ■ a r.*<6p ; , 

powered vehicles is not yet * ' r. JZ* ~ % -. ” ** ■■ m 

viable since diesel and gas J l£ a*& jm ’Z 

cost the government the same ■ eill8aa«S® ^BySffcjr' • 1 

to produce. The minister . •>. — ' 

stressed that since diesel is L £ &». 

cheaper, it was bound to make | * •. J ^ .• J \jPfe 

a certain sector of the popula- a'C"" S ! Wf 

tion (taxi drivers) somewhat " * " t.V'«Jaj p8fii8F - *-- v- -Jp 1 

better off. ^ ^ ^ py 

diesel-powered passenger vchi- ^ 

clcs. But the environmental 

issue was dearly not taken in Joubt whether ihev will find such as guests coming with 
Dr Dabasss calculation. Diesel that we are close to exceeding their ears tn»m the Gulf coun¬ 
is less hazardous to the ihe international limit." ' tries." a gas notion owner said. 
environment Dr Djbbas disregarded envi- Diesel fuel is much safer lor 

Mohammed khalifa, the Jor- ronmental issues. The state cur- humans than leaded gasoline, 
dan Refinery Technical Man- rently uses leaded gas for pas- The lead in the exhaust 
ager. told pie Star that the die- sengcr vehicles. Unfortunately, fumes, according to a recent 
sel used in Jordan is not as unleaded petrol was oniy World Bank Report, causes 
polluting as reports claim. recently introduced and its high brain damage in infants, a hin- 
**The sulfur content is 1.13% price is discouraging all users dering of the physical and men- 
and it is the second lowest in from buying it. "The few that tal growth of" children and 
the region. If only the Royal buy urlcaded gas are ihosc rheumatism in aging individu- 
Scicntific Society would do a with vehicles that strictly spec- 

study, then we would know—I ify the use of unleaded gas. Continued on pageJ 
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doubt whether they will find 
that we are close to exceeding 
ihe international limit." 

Dr Djbbas disregarded envi¬ 
ronmental issues. The state cur¬ 
rently uses leaded gas for pas¬ 
senger vehicles. Unfortunately, 
unleaded petrol was oniy 
recently introduced and its high 
price is discouraging all users 
from buying it. "The few that 
buy urlcaded gas art ihosc 
with vehicles that strictly spec¬ 
ify the use of unleaded gas. 


such as guests coming with 
their ears trom the Gulf coun- 
iries." a gas nation owner said. 
Diesel fuel i> much safer lor 
humans lhan leaded gasoline. 

The lead in the exhaust 
fumes, according to a recent 
World Bank Report, causes 
brain damage in infants, a hin¬ 
dering of the physical and men¬ 
tal growth of children and 
rheumatism in aging individu- 

Continued on page3 
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Labor law seen detrimental to 
workers ’ rights, unionists argue 


Bomb kills 19 at air force 
compound in Saudi Arabia 




s ,„s 


k |wf|Z _ By Raed Al Abed 

' Star Staff Writer 

the rime that countries 
around the world are heading to 
Sjwfe^g'Cfeate progressive industrial 
y ^rehtions between the workers 
arid bosses, for the sake of su- 
IxbiUty and productivity, we 
iayg^eem xo be going backwards in 

jW W The new labor law widens 
| the gap between workers and 
f employers. The labor move- 
ment opened fire on the law 
mg\\ claiming that it oppressed 
^Sworkera and served the inter- 
-^r^ E ^ BSIS employers. The laner 
^.described the law as balanced. 
::progressive and as one that 
j{^r.~serves the business and work- 
: ...; ) ; ers' interests. 

‘ . ''.S X. After more lhan a year of 
negotiations between the gov- 
- emment. employers and the 

• General Federation of Trade 
- jjl Z*'. Unions iGFTUl. the new Labor 
I rjfii Law no. (S) of 1996 was rati- 
V** .j t Tied by Parliament It replaced 
i:amp l,,g • _ the law of I960, and was 
if implemented last week. 


The federation claims that 
both Parliament and govern¬ 
ment ignored the draft law 
which was agreed upon by the 
three parlies concerned with 
production. “We were looking 
for a civilized labor law in line 
with the industrial and eco¬ 
nomic progress taking place in 
the region and Jordan." said 
Mr Mazin Al Manila, deputy 
general secretary of the GFTU. 
"However, this law is very dif¬ 
ferent from what was agreed 
upon through different stages 
of negotiations between the 
workers, employers and the 
government." He added “some 
of its articles really harm 
workers.” 

The GFTU is the umbrella 
organization for 17 trade 
unions in Jordan. It has about 
200,000 members, and forms 
one-fourth of the 800,000- 
sirong labor force in the coun¬ 
try. The federation believes 
that the new law will further 
strain industrial relations, neg¬ 
atively effects economic devel¬ 



opment and worsen industrial 
productivity in the country. 

Employers on the other 
hand, believe lhat the law 
shows ‘great sympathy with 
workers’ and seeks to build a 
mutual understanding between 
workers and employers to 
serve their interest. "The law 
is a model for the underdevel¬ 
oped countries. It aspires to 


laborers’ interests to create a 
partnership between workers 
and employers." said Mr Ali Al 
Dajani, an adviser in the 
Amman Chamber of Industry. 
‘The law removed all ambigui¬ 
ties in the pervious law and 
gave workers new rights." 

However, the controversy 
focuses on a number of articles 
in the new law. Article 23 of 


the law gives employers the 
right to terminate contracts 
either individually or collec¬ 
tively after giving them a one 
month notice. Article 31 also 
gives the employer the right to 
reorganize his establishment. 
“These articles, in particular, 
arc one of the reasons why we 
wanted a new law in the first 
place, because they threatened 
the stability and security of 
workers," Maaita explained. 

The federation is worried that 
the above articles will give 
employers the chance to expel 
some of their workers who have 
been there for a long time and 
enjoy established privileges for 
the long service. Employers can 
replace them with new workers. 

“In the case of unfair dismis¬ 
sals. the worker can go to the 
industrial court. If tsfhc wins 
the case, the employer has two 
choices, cither to compensate or 
to reinstate the workers in their 
old job." Dajani said. "The pre- 

Continued on page 2 


By Norman Kempster 

LA Tunes■ Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

WASHINGTON—A powerful 
truck bomb exploded outside a 
high-rise apartment building 
housing US Air Force person¬ 
nel in Saudi Arabia on Tuesday 
night, killing 19 Americans 
3nd injuring more than 386 
others, US officials said. 

A visibly angry President 
Clinton vowed to track down 
and punish the bombers. He 
dispatched a team of FBI bomb 
specialists to the scene to assist 
Saudi investigators. The bomb¬ 
ing was the second against US 
interests in Saudi Arabia in less 
than a year. 

A Pentagon state mem said 
the bomb, contained in a fuel 
truck, exploded outside the 
Khobar Towers, a US housing 
compound on a Saudi air base 
near Dhahran. in eastern Saudi 
Arabia. Saudi. French and Brit¬ 
ish personnel are also stationed 
at the King Abdulaziz Air 
Base. 

The blast, so powerful that it 
was heard in the neighboring 


emirate or Bahrain, destroyed 
one building and dug a crater 
35 feet deep and 85 feet across. 

The explosion appears to be 
the work of terrorists, and if 
that is ihe case, like all Ameri¬ 
cans. I am outraged by it." 
Clinton said at the White 
House. 

"We will pursue this." he 
S3id. "America takes care of 
our own. The cowards who 
committed this murderous act 
must not so unpunished." 

Republican presidential can¬ 
didate Bob Dole, campaigning 
in Cleveland, said he wanted to 
“express my sorrow, obvious¬ 
ly. to those who might have 
been injured." 

A senior Pentagon official 
said all of the dead and wound¬ 
ed counted so far are Ameri¬ 
cans. About 105 of the wound¬ 
ed were in serious conditions. 
There may be additional casu¬ 
alties to Saudis and. perhaps. 
British or French, he said. 

It was the worst Middle East 
terrorist attack against Ameri¬ 
cans since the 1983 bombing 
of the Marine headquarters in 


Beirut zhat killed 241 US ser¬ 
vicemen. 

The Suie Department said 
Ted Kaitouf. the US charge 
d'affaires in Riyadh, the Saudi 
capital, traveled to Dhahran as 
soon as he received word of the 
attack. Air Force Maj. Gen 
Kurt B. Anderson, commander 
or the US air wing in Saudi 
Arabia, was the senior US mili¬ 
tary officer on the scene. 

The Pentagon said the blast 
occurred around 10 pm local 
time, an hour when many off- 
duty personnel would be in the 
Khobar Towers housing com¬ 
pound. 

The senior Pentagon official 
said the truck was driven with¬ 
in 35 yards of the towers. He 
said an Air Force guard spotted 
the truck and immediately in¬ 
formed US and Saudi security 
forces. The official said the 
drivers of the truck saw the 
Saudi police coming. leaped 
out ot the truck and were 
picked up by a white car that 
sped away. 

The Saudi guards tried to 

Continued on page3 
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Greece mourns death of prime 
minister papandreou 


‘V! ‘ * ctf By Tyler Marshall 

LA Times- Washington Post 
‘ J ‘ ’ News Service 

X'ejk} '1 , v ; : ATHENS, Greece, June 23—Former Greek 
^ H. if-' L '° n!,l y'-' Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou. one of 
t y >v ^ the most colorful, controversial political fig- 
fi : L. ures of posi-World War II Europe, died 

" "Xr \ early Sunday, news media reported. He was 


.. • ip> 

r- . ■.'!! i™! ' I 1 - 

■ .. \r\ •<* 
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77 years old- 

Athens radio stations 
interrupted their broad¬ 
casts to announce that 
Papandreou died from 
heart failure at 2:30 am at 
his home in the northern 
Athens suburb of Ekoli. 

There was no immedi¬ 
ate official announce¬ 
ment, but the radio sta- 


Worm 

Report 


$ There was no immedi- y 

n: * J ";' r j aw official announce- 

' n ‘ ,’ J jp meM * buE the radio sta- 

|n i&c ^' >V tions reported that Prime Minister Costas 
u : -‘> jni). Simitis, who was elected to lead Greece's 

lord ; s ' r! - 7 [ji '!%►. Socialists in January because of Papan- 
S jV- '?;* dreou ’ s til health, was returning immedi- 

-liu- jk from a European Union summit in 
f “|" y , i nJl a : Florence, Italy. 

nn Papandreou returned to Greece from 

:,Vj D i! * j “tie in 1974 to help restore democracy to 

P , d I*-' its birthplace after the collapse of military 
u.’ nile only to preside over many of its more 
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questionable moments during his years as 
prime minister. 

He rejected overtures from others and 
founded his own political party—the Pan- 
helicnic Socialist Movement—and went on 
to dominate the politics of his country for 
the better part of two decades, serving as 
prime minister between 1981-89 and again 
from 1993 through the beginning of this 
„ year- 

Still, he accomplished fitlie of 
his declared agenda to transform 
Kg|&9' Greece into a modem social 
democratic state and an influen¬ 
tial third force in the global 
I r + arena. 

’ » L But his populist appeal, per¬ 
sonal magnetism and his govern¬ 
ments' liberal spending sus¬ 
tained his popularity among both the down¬ 
trodden and the intellectual left. 

“One of the most courageous and com¬ 
mitted politicians 1 have ever met," com¬ 
mented one of his former Cabinet ministers, 
actress Melina Mercouri. 

Papandreou’s world view was heavily 
influenced by a powerful love-hate relation¬ 
ship with the United States, where he lived 
for nearly 20 years. He became an Ameri¬ 


can citizen, served in the US Navy and 
taught economics at four American univer¬ 
sities. including the University of Califor¬ 
nia, Berkeley. 

It was there that he reshaped his existing 
leftist ideals amid the ami-establishment 
radicalism that stemmed from college cam¬ 
puses in the 1960s. 

"People try to search for his roots here, 
but there are none.” said Thanos Vcrcmis. 
director general of the Hellenic Foundation 
for European and Foreign Policy. "They can 
be found in a kind of Berkcley-style of 
radicalism.” 

His deep mistrust of American foreign 
policy became a guiding principle through 
much of his time in power. He denounced 
Washington as "a metropolis of 
imperialism.” 

Papandrcou’s vision of Greece as an 
important international player, his election 
slogans such as “Greece for the Greeks” 
and contempt for the United States led 
admirers to think of him as a kind of Hel¬ 
lenic Charles de Gaulle. In fact, he was far 
less. 

In foreign affairs, he practiced Greek pol¬ 
icies more rife with gesture than substance. 
He flirted openly with Moscow at the height 


of Lhe Cold War and reached out to interna¬ 
tional pariahs of the 1970s and 1980s. such 
as Libya’s Moammar Gadhafi, Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and Poland's martial 
law leader Wojciech Jaruzelski. He snubbed 
the United Slates by opening a Greek 
Embassy in Cuba. 

But he never followed up threats to pull 
Greece out of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization and the then-Europcan Com¬ 
munity or to dose American military bases 
in Greece. 

At home, his politics were not so much 
European socialist as a thinly disguised pop¬ 
ulism. Papandreou built roads, schools and 
hos'piLals in poor areas when and where 
votes were needed bur never undertook the 
comprehensive reforms so desperately 
needed to modernize the country’s 
infrastructure. 

His last years in power were clouded 
both by a steadfast refusal to stand aside 
despite failing health and by his controver¬ 
sial relationship with an Olympic Airways 
flight attendant, Dimirra Liant—a woman 
one critic described as half Papandreou’s 
age and twice his size. 

She* eventually became Papandreou’s 
third wife and Europe’s most unlikely first 



lady. The image of the frail, aging Papan- 
dreou shuffling alongside his much- 
photographed wife gave a diminished, tragi¬ 
comic dimension to a man who many had 
thought of as a political giant. 

Accounts of their life in the sprawling 
pink villa they built together in a leafy Ath¬ 
ens suburb, and the group of hangers-on— 
including three hairdressers and an astrolo¬ 
ger—lhat held forth there merely added to 
the image of decadence and decline. “A 
flawed Ionian Caesar." concluded a com¬ 


mentary in the London Financial Times as 
early as 1989. 

It was Papandreou'* efforts in 1995 to 
launch Dimitra into politics that finally 
unplugged his personal popularity and 
brought comparisons with a less flattering 
historical figure. Argentine dictator Juan D. 
Peron. “He’s one of the most fascinating 
characters t modem) Greek history has pro¬ 
duced. but after all the sound and fury, he 
signifies nothing," Veremis said. 

Continued on page 2 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited bv Marwan Al Asmar 


King stresses need for 
dialogue at summit 



AMMAN iStari—The Arab summit is seen as a great success 
in Jordan. Speaking to the Arab summit in Cairo, the King 
said that Arab states should shun disputes and work jointly to 
secure a better future for their peoples. 

"Wc maintain that every Arab state has the right to seek 
protection in u united Arab stand." the King told the summit. 
But he emphasized that "we deny any state the right to protect 
the forces of evil and terrorism, (forces) that seek to achieve 
their designs at times under the guise of religion and at others 
under the pretext of 
ideology." 

The King told the 
summit that the state 
of Arab affairs was 
still characterized by 
frustration and the 
only way to move for¬ 
ward is “to hold our¬ 
selves accountable by 
the same standards, to 
develop our ability for 
calm reasoning * and 
understanding and for 
Arab countries to 
acknowledge the 
errors of slogans.” 

Terrorism and vio¬ 
lence arc the opposite 
to pence and stability, 
said the King at the first Arab summit in six years. 

"We repeat one more lime that provocation, intimidation, 
and interference in the affairs of others attract dangerous reac¬ 
tions. The policy of employing terrorism in all directions will 
only create enemies on all fronts.” King Hussein said. 

“When we emphasize the need to develop relations with 
others, we equally stress that these relations must be guided 
by mutual respect, committed to non-interference, character¬ 
ized by good neighborliness. and distinguished by nobility of 
spirit." said, the King. “Our dialogue must be conducted with 
words, not bullets and explosives." 

“Terrorism is condemned in all fronts. There is no terrorism 

that is acceptable and another that is unacceptable." 

He was also unequivocal in expressing determination to 
pursue peace and protect that which has been achieved since. 

“We have opted for peace as a strategic choice.” said the 
King. "Wc intend to preserve our achievements, to consolidate 
them and to enhance them. We shall not return to Lhe starting 
point, but we shall forge ahead," said King Hussein. 

The King said peace has rwo dimensions which means 
negotiations and proposals and the realization of real peace 
whose objectives are stability, growth, development. 

•This necessarily means that we refuse to let the peace pro¬ 
cess continue forever if this implies that negotiations become 
in themselves the objective for the achievement of goals far 
removed from peace.” he said. 

The King said the Palestinian problem is the essence of the 
conflict, and without a solution to it. peace cannot be 
comprehensive. 

“(Peace) cannot be just unless it secures the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people on their national soil, under 
their legitimate leadership which was elected by free ballot." 
King Hussein said. 

The King said peace must also include the return to Syria of 
its lerriiories that were occupied after June 4. 1967 as stated in 
Security Council Resolution 242 and the return to Lebanon of 
its occupied land and sovereignty as called for by the 
Resolution 425. 

The most recent'developments in the region must not lead 
us to panic, which would reflect unduly our position. Duty 
calls upon us to reconfirm what all the recent Arab positions 
asserted, the call for a just and comprehensive peace as a stra¬ 
tegic choice, and the inadmissibility of going back or relin¬ 
quishing what has been achieved,” King Hussein said. ■ 


Security forces foil 
assassination 
attempt on Prince 
Hassan 

■ HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
was subject to an assassination 
attempt, a top official cold Al 
Sabeel weekly. He added that 
Jordanian security officers 
foiled the attempt in Lhe last 
minute. He added that a file 
containing terrorist attempts 
was handed over by His 
Majesty King Hussein to the 
Egyptian President Mubarak at 
the Arab Summit that was held 
earlier this week at Cairo. 


affirmed Jordan's keenness to 
enhance horizons of coopera¬ 
tion with the church and its 
role in spreading the message 
of love, tolerance and solidar¬ 
ity among its countrymen. 
Patriarch Sabbah Lauded Jor¬ 
dan's courageous, moderate 
and tolerant stands towards 
different regional issues under 
the leadership of His Majesty 
King Hussein. 


/ could scream, he won Y buy me a cellu¬ 
lar, a satellite or even let me go to the 
festivals! 



a 

5 


Ensour meets 
Christian spiritual 
leaders 

■ Minister of Education 
Abdallah Ensour received 
Monday in Amman the Catho¬ 
lic Patriarch Of Jerusalem and 
Jordan 


Netanyahu to visit 
Jordan 

■ Now that the Arab summit 
is over. Jordanian diplomacy 
is set again to be in the 
driver's seat. High level 
sources now expect the hew 
Israeli Prime Minister. Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu to visit Jor¬ 
dan. some time next July. 


Michel 
Sabbah, 
in the 
presence 
of the 
Catholic 
Bishop 
of 

Amman 
Salim Al 
Sayegh 
and the 
Secretary 
General of 



Ensour 


lhe Middle East 
Church Council priest Riyadh 
Jaijour. The two sides dis¬ 
cussed a number of issues con¬ 
cerning. churches and Jorda¬ 
nian Christians. Dr Ensour 


Russeifeh, a 
quagmire of 
pollution 

■ IThe 400.000-strong city of 
Russeifeh is badly in need of 
rescue. Dilapidating at a fast 
rate, it cries out for municipal 
services. Each citizen of (hat 
city pays an annual JD 40 
dues to the council, yet the 
services are poor and most of 
the time non-existent. Drink¬ 
ing water is polluted and the 
percentage of chlorine in the 
water is too high, something 
that would ultimately affect 
the lives of the people. The 
Zerqa stream passes at the 
heart of Russeifeh. While this 
maybe a good thing in other 
town, and cities, in Russeifeh 


El Al in town 


■ El Al, Israel's .national airline has made its 
maiden flight to Jordan last week when it 
made its first touch down in the Queen Alia 
international AirporL It could be argued that 
this further symbolizes the cementing of rela¬ 
tions between Lhe two countries. And El Al is 
coming lo Jordan in a very big way. U will be 
flying to Amman five times a week. 

While not forcing normalization on any¬ 
body. as officials have stated time and again, 
this latest move must surely be seen as a politi¬ 
cally correct one on the part of the govern¬ 
ment. But is this really the right term to use. 
when there is a sedate but not so vociferous 
camp who are against normalization with 
Israel. Whatever the case, the opening of the 
air transport routes must surely be seen as a 
political victory for the government. 

But for a victory, there must be a coherent 
opposition, and I would not call what we have 


at present coherent, rather more lame duck, 
and hence I wouldn’t want to congratulate the 
government in that respect However, other 
business interests might not be too pleased 
with the arrival of El Al. Royal Jordanian, at 
moment under investigation, might not be too 
pleased with another major competitor. 
Because of El Al's cheap tickets to Europe, it 
may force RJ's lo cut its tickets by at least 50 
percenL That wouldn't be very good for RJ. 
but it would be excellent news for the ordinary 
traveller. 

Jordanian newspaper have been going head 
over heels in accepting El Al ads in their news¬ 
papers: While some have at first refused such 
advertising, it is rumored thaL others suc¬ 
cumbed to government pressure. Still, there 
are others who are still holding the fort, but 1 
wonder, for how long! 


IAF deputies meet in 
the north 


■ Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
deputies may have started their 
campaign a little bit too early. 
This time it was in Mafraq. 
Going in f full strength and 
including IAF deputies, such as 
Hamza Mansour. Bassam A! 
Umoush, Ahmed Al Kofahi and 
Theib Ances. the delegation 
held a seminar in Al Mafmqs 
that was widely attended by the 
citizens of the north. Mansour 
told the audience that Lhe prior¬ 
ity of the party is to apply 
Islamic Sharia law. However, 
he stressed the fact that the idea 
of Shura and the democratic 



Mansour 


experiment must be guarded. He praised Jordanian democracy 
and said that the party felt at ease when it started in 19S9. 

Meanwhile, Mansour has been busy lobbying Prime Minis¬ 
ter Abdel Karim Al Kabariti. This time it is the case of 22 
employees in the Ministry of Health. These people are 
demanding to be classified in the Civil Service scale nf 
employment. They have been in their jobs for the last six 
years. 


it has come to be a major 
health hazard. The stream is a 
major cause for pollution 
because of the factories that 
exist in that area. What is 
more disturbing is the fact that 
open sewers ultimately find 
their way in the stream, creat¬ 
ing the most obnoxious smell. 
Not content with the over¬ 
population and urban decay, 
Russeifeh has come to serve 
as a major wastage dump for 
its neighboring areas. The 
result is appalling. But nobody 
seems to care, least of all the 
municipality. Grabage collec¬ 
tors do visit the area, but they 
do it so unevenly. Russeifeh 
tends to end up limping rather 
than walking with pride. There 
are no play grounds, no social 
activities and you might say 
an atmosphere of nothingness. 
r The municipality love's' the 
town so-much! that they have 


left the ’people 1 to build with¬ 
out a license. The result has 
been a set of antiquated struc¬ 
tures (hat has further added to 
the drabness of the city. 


Marzouq in Israel 


■ Marzouq. 
that lovable 
home-grown 
character of 
Jordanian 
comedy has 
just returned 
from- Israel. 
Marzouq. 
played by 
Hassan Ibra¬ 
him went all 
the wav to 
the 1948 
Arab areas 
in Israel to 
play in Aka 
and Naza- 



Marzouq 


reth. He refused to label his action as normalizing with Israel. 
He argued that there is a need to go to the Arab area to 
strengthen Arab culture. He did express his anger at the press 
for not kicking up a fuss about his journey however, adding 
some people get all the luck. He was referring of course , to 
Nabil and ih'sham. the first Jordanian comedy act to visit 
Israel.. 


Coupons, subject of 
study 

■ The Ministry' of Supply 
could be on the war path. 
Well, it isn’t really a war path 
as much as it is trying to get 
its own house in order. 
According to Al Majd weekly, 
the ministry is presently carry¬ 


ing out a study of the really 
needy people in the country. 
The purpose is to see whether 
they are eligible for Supply 
Coupons. It wants to cut on 
the supply for all coupons to 
those who are really in need. 


Teachers rejected 

■ UNRWA has rejected lens 
of potential teachers in their 
schools after they passed the 
initial rest for the job. Al 


Sabeel reported. UNRWA 
officials told the weekly that 
the Dep'l of Public Security 
rejected the teachers applica¬ 
tions. It is said that more than 
31 teachers have been 
rejected. The newspaper added 
that the number has been 
much higher Lhan that. The 31 
figure only applies to those 
who teach Islamic studies. 



ANNONCE 


Monsieur Bernard BAJOLET, Ambassadeur de 
France en Jordanie . invite cordialement les 
Frangais en Jordanie a la reception qu 'il offrira a 
Toccasion de la Fete Rationale, le DtMANCHE 
14 juillet 1996 de 19 H 30 & 21h30 . a la 
Residence de France d Anvnan. 

Les cartons d’invitation, qui seront exiges a 
Tentree de la Residence, peuvent Stre retires des 
maintenant et avant le 6 juillet a l'Ambassade, 
sur presentation d’une carte d’identite. 


Greece mourns death 


Continued from page X 
Andreas George Papandreou 
was bom 5 Feb. 1919, the only 
child of Sophia and George 
Papandreou. himself a future 
Greek premier and then the 
governor of the Greek island of 
Chios in ‘ the Aegean Sea. 
Papandreou became a top stu¬ 
dent al the American College 
in Alliens and followed that 
with law school. But ns leader 
of a Trotskyist group, he 
quickly ran afoul of the Greek 
militaiy dictatorship. 


Cyprus Airways is now flying even higher : Equipped with one of the 
1 youngest and most modem fleets, with a large destination list including key 
I centres throughout Europe and the Middle East, Cyprus Airways is amorig 
I the world's Top 8 airlines according to a recent UK survey 
Cyprus Airways. Your airline. Our airline. An airline we can all be proud of.. 


AN Al RUN! WE CAN All BE PROUD OF 


' 


CYPRUS AIRWAYS 

LARNACA, AMSTERDAM, ATHENS, BAHRAIN, 
BEIRUT, BERLIN, BIRMINGHAM, BRUSSELS, 
CAIRO, DAMASCUS, DUBAI, FRANKFURT, 
GENEVA, HAMBURG, HERAKUON, 
JEDDAH, LONDON, MANCHESTER, 
MOSCOW, MUNICH, PARIS, 
RHODES, RIYADH, ROME, 
SALZBURG, KUWAIT, 
TEL AVIV, THESSALONIKI, 
VIENNA, ZURICH, 


»•» 
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In 1939, he was arrested, tor¬ 
tured and released only after 
signing a statement renouncing 
his Communist ideals. Demo¬ 
ralized, he left Greece in May 
1940 and, at age 21. sailed for 
the United Slates. He attended 
Columbia University and - in 
1943 earned a doctorate in eco¬ 
nomics at Harvard University. 
He met and married the first of 
his three wives. Christine Ras- 
sias, a Greek-American. 

He became an American citi¬ 
zen and served with the US 
Navy in the final years of 
World War If. 

In ’ 1946, Papandreou 
returned briefly to Harvard as a 
lecturer in economics before 


joining the faculties of the Uni¬ 
versity of Minnesota, North¬ 
western and. in 1955. UC 
Berkeley, where he became a 
full professor and. later, chair¬ 
man of the economics 
department. ■ 

Papandreou made his first 
trip back to Greece in 1953 and 
six years later returned perma¬ 
nently. accepting an offer from 
the then-Prime Minister Con: 
stantine Karamanlis to form a 
Center for Economic Research 
in Athens. 

In 1964. Papandreou 
renounced his US citizenship to 
run for the Greek Parliament 
from his father's home district 
or Patras. He won decisively 
and became chief aide to his 
father, who had become prime 
minister. ■ 



Labor taw 
seen: 

detrimental 
to workers ’ 
rights 


Continued front page! 
vious law {I960] denied.the 
compensation right.* L 

The federation agrees 
that the law has some posi¬ 
tive aspects. It gives women 
a three-month leave , after 
delivery. The law covers all 
industrial companies 

regardless of the number of 
workers: the previous law 
stipulated that a company 
must have at least -four 
workers to be covered. 

However, -critics argue 
that the law'really; bashes 
workers. “It strips them of 
any right of an end of ser¬ 
vice ' gratuity.-’’ said Mr 
Waleed Khavar the presi¬ 
dent of the Trade Union of 
Electrical Workers. “I 
believe that this law is more 
backward than the I960 
one.” 

While the ' government 
and employers argue that 
workers arc strongly pro¬ 
tected by the social security 
law. trade union activists 
maintain that the former law 
already includes the social 
security' and an end of ser¬ 
vice award. 

' "Any privileges, achieved 
by the workers should be 
saved not the opposite/’ said 
Yassin Zaid, a. former mem¬ 
ber of the central council of 
the GFTU. “I believe that 
this unjust taw came as a 
result of the .weakness of the 
leadership federation;, this 
proves that there is a need to 
review the structure of the 
federation and make it more 
accountable to the interests 
of the workers.” 

Mr Dajani. who is one of 
the pioneers in the drafting 
of labor law amendments 
since 1975. suggested then 
that the end of service award 
should be revoked, to estab¬ 
lish the Social Security Corp 
(SSC). “For those workers 
who are not admitted to the 
SSC,' the new law gives 
them one month compensa¬ 
tion right for every one^year 
service. The past law, gave 
them only half month 1 per 
year." 

Furthermore, the new law 
allows the'Ministry of Labor 
to interfere in trade 1 union 
affairs.' ’TheT-- ministry's 
inspector has the right to 
look into the unions records 
and to send their budgets to 
the ministry. This article is 
very contentious, goes 
against democratic practices 
and violates the independent 
status of trade unions. 

“It deprives unions of 
their independence, which is 
a source of pride for us com¬ 
pared to other Arab labor 
movements.” Khavat said. 
As the law is implemented 
already, courts will soon be 
busy with cases filed hy 
workers against' their 
employers.” 

Mr Maaita stated that 
some articles of the law con¬ 
tradict the Constitution. 
“The law slates that a 
worker should be 25 years 
old before (s)hc can 
become a trade union mem¬ 
ber." he pointed out. ‘The 
Constitution however, states 
the adult age to be 18.” 
Maaita said. ”In another arti¬ 
cle. the law stales that those 
workers who have reached 
the age of 18 arc covered by 
lhe labor law.” 

Despite this. - the GFTU 
leadership promised to abide 
by the new law. It will con¬ 
tinue to struggle to improve 
the situation of the work¬ 
ers.! 
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TRY RJ CITY TERMINAL AND BEAT 
AIRPORT TENSION 


Let us help you avoid the airport crunch! Just swing over to 
Royal Jordanian new 7th Circle City Terminal open from 7:30 
a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and check your baggage , get your board- 
fng pass, pay your departure fee and let us drive you to the air¬ 
port* There you'll be whisked through a special gate directly to 
Immigration then off to your departure gate waiting area* It’s a 
breeze with City Terminal .This service is availabie for; pas¬ 
sengers on all RJ flights, except departures to Beirut'and 
Moscow, in which case baggage must be checked In one day 
ahead of the scheduled departure date. For further infornta- 
tion, call one of our friendly Royal Jordanian representatives 
at: 856855, or 856865. 
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Jordan had no role in 
excluding Iraq from 
summit — Kabariti said 

By Hamdan A1 Hajj 

Special to The Slur 

THE ARAB summit held in Cairo was highly successful, the 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim AI Kabariti told a meeting of 
Lower House deputies last Tuesday. 

The meeting between His Majesty King Hussein and the 
Syrian President Hafez AI Assad was fruitful and aimed at 
building a new phase of cooperation." Mr Abdul Karim Kaha- 
riti said. 

During their meeting with Mr Kabariti. some deputies said 
that the Arab summit was engineered by the United Stales. Yet. 
others said it was a natural reaction to Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
victory in the Israeli elections, while others argued it was a 
Saudi-Egyplian- Syrian event 

Deputies focused on the Iraqi absence from the summit, and 
asked why it was excluded? The prime minister stressed that 
"Jordan did not play any role in this matter." He added "the 
exclusion oflraq was agreed upon in Syria.” 

The meeting between Mr Kabariti and the deputies tackled 
many subjects including the circumstances behind the conven¬ 
ing of summit, the Jordanian role in improving inter-.Arab rela¬ 
tions. and its relations with Turkey and Iran. The peace process 
and the so-called regional security file were on top of the 
agenda at the meeting. It was a frank discussion, as described 
by deputies. 

Ten opposition deputies including eight Islamists. Mrs Tojan 
Faisal, and Khalil Hadadin attended the meeting, in addition to 
live ministers. 

Deputies concent rated on the normalization of relations 
between Jordan and Israel, the Turkish-Israeii military treaty 
and its effect on Syria. 

They argued that Syria considered this treaty as a real dan¬ 
ger. However. Lhe government defended Turkey’s right to form 
any alliance with any country, and did not see any danger in 
this. 

The deputies demanded that the prime minister disclose the 
terrorism file, but Mr Kabariti refused, saying it would have a 
harmful effect on society. 

Deputies agreed that the summit was successful. They 
stressed that the meetings between Arab leaders and officials is 
in itself a great achievement. They called lor the resumption of 
those meeting as a way to strengthen Arab understanding. Jor¬ 
danian delegates to lhe summit were unable to meet with the 
Kuwaiti Crown Prince. Sheikh Said AI Abdallah AI Sabah who 
headed the Kuwaiti delegation. Sheikh Sa’ad did not partici¬ 
pate in the sessions of the summit. ■ 


Disregarding the environment 

Continued from page 1 

als. Lead also pollutes the soil and gets into the food chain. 

Another report by the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers (ASMEl concluded that diesel, although not less 
polluting, has few immediate effects on humans. Its com¬ 
bustion gases have an effect on the environment more than 
on humans, while leaded fumes destroy human health and 
pollute Lhe environment much the same. A report from 
Shell Company in Europe stated that diesel fuel produces 
between 12 to 30% less greenhouse gases than gasoline, 
therefore being in general more environmentally safe. 

Although it's not possible to establish a direct compari¬ 
son between the polluting degrees of the two fuels, leaded 
gas is more dangerous on humans in the short and long run. 
“The government should encourage the use of unleaded gas 
but what they did was raise its price therefore discouraging 
its use. The situation is bad for the environment, as is. with 
either," said Dr Ay man A1 Hassan. of the Royal Scientific 
Society. "The lead in gasoline causes brain damage, and it 
concentrates on the joints of human beings giving them 
rheumatism, while diesel accelerates the desertification be¬ 
cause its gases cause acid rain," Dr Mohammed Abu Diych 
of the Ministry of Energy said. 

There are 50,000 trailer and mass transfer vehicles, 
about 2.000 industrial machines, and 5.000 diesel powered 
pick-up trucks, registered at the Ministry of Transport. 
There is also about~50O electricity generator sets and 8,000 
taxis that are registered. Bulldozers consume about 200 
times more diesel than taxis and an average trailer con¬ 
sumes about 80 limes more of the same fuel. The ratio of 
diesel consumption by taxis is minimal compared to indus¬ 
trial uses. 

The minister also seems to ignore a report from his min¬ 
istry under the previous minister Dr Sammeh Darwazch. 
The report includes engineers and representatives from 11 
government departments and ministries. It clearly states 
that "a conclusion was reached on allowing diesel-powered 
passenger vehicles to be used" and that there was no objec¬ 
tion from any party. 

In another previous report (no. 611/4/3259, May 
19.1996) to the prime minister, Mr Dabbas specified that 
Jordan docs not have the capability and the expertise for 
handling diesel engines. With around 90,000 such engines 
running, and some as old as 30 years. Jordan clearly has 
the capabilities. "We repair as many diesel and gasoline en¬ 
gines," Mr Yihya Saqaa, Lathe Shop Owner and Mechanic, 
told The Star. 'The notion ih3i we. mechanics in Jordan, 
arc not qualified enough to repair such engines is not true. 
There are as many smoking gasoline vehicles as diesel 
ones. But gasoline smoke is almost colorless and that's 
why people don't seem to notice the problem except in die¬ 
sel vehicles.” 

The last point that the minister of Energy seems to have 
overlooked was that the government does not in any way 
intend to play a monopoly on the expenditures of its citi¬ 
zens. The government already spends many more times the 
amount it would lose in the gasoline-to-diesei-convcrsion 
on food subsidies. The government is there, after all, to 
ease the situation of the current recession on its people. ■ 



Bomb kills 19 at air force 



and 




Continued from page 1 
evacuate the building, but there 
was no lime. The truck blew up 
within three or four minutes af¬ 
ter the drivers escaped. 

An Air Force sergeant 
slightly injured in the blast, 
said. “I heard a deafening noise 
and then the windows shattered 
and the walls fell in." 

No organization claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the bombing, 
but comrades of four Muslim 
militants who were beheaded 
by Saudi authorities last month 
had vowed vengeance against 
American interests. The four 
men. all Saudi citizens, were 
condemned for setting off a car 
bomb Nov, 13 at a US-run mil¬ 
itary training facility in Riyadh, 
killing Eve Americans and two 
Indians. 

The senior Pentagon official 
said security was tightened at 
US installations throughout 
Saudi Arabia after the Novem¬ 
ber bombing. Security was fur¬ 
ther tightened after Tuesday's 
blast, he said. 

But the White House brushed 
aside suggestions that the attack 
might cause Washington to 
draw down its military presence 
in the region. 

"It's a fundamental tenet of 
American foreign policy that 
our presence in that part of the 
world helps limit the conflict 


and the tension that does ex¬ 
ist." White House Press Secre¬ 
tary Mike McCurrv said. 

in Washington, the first pub¬ 
lic word of the attack came 
from Air Force Secretary Shei¬ 
la Widnall. who was handed a 
note containing the news while 
testifying at a hearing of ihc 
House National Security Com¬ 
mittee. Choking back tears. 
Widnall told lawmakers of the 
bombing and excused herself 
to hurry back to the Pentagon. 

Pentagon officials said the 
Air Force's 44C4th Air Wing 
is hased at the site. At least 
2.000 Americans arc stationed 
there. The wing, equipped with 
F-15. F-16. F-111 and C-130 
warplanes, is responsible for 
operations throughout the Per¬ 
sian Gulf region. 

It is also responsible for en¬ 
forcing the “no fly” zone over 
soOthem Iraq. Besides the US 
Air Force personnel living in 
the housing area, there were 
also army troops who operate a 
Patriot air defense unit. 

In Jerusalem- Stale Depart¬ 
ment spokesman Nicholas 
Bums said US officials in 
Dhahran would help the Saudis 
track down those who "com- 
miued this crime." ■ 
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• His Majesty King Hussein meets Egyptian President Husni Mubarak and Syrian President Hafez A l Assad , Friday, 
one day before the official opening of the two-day Arab summit that began on Saturday. 


Pakistan’s Ambassador in Amman 

‘The unity of the Arab and 
Muslim world is a positive 
factor in international politics’ 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Syed All 
Sarvrar Naqvi is Pakistan's 
ambassador to Jordan. A sea¬ 
soned diplomat, Mr Naqvi is 
well versed in world politics 
having served on many inter¬ 
national panels dealing with 
such issues as Namibia, inter¬ 
national disarmament and 
the environment. As a Paki¬ 
stani envoy, he served in 
Paris, London, Algiers and 
Washington. Mr Naqvi talked 
to The Star’s Marwan Al 
Asmar about the Jordan- 
Pakistani relations, coopera¬ 
tion, Arab relations and 
development. Excerpts 
follow: 

How do you see the current 
Jordanian-Pakistani relations 
at the present time? 

The bilateral relations 
between Jordan and Pakistan 
have been warm and cordial 
and it is a great relationship of 
friendship and affinity. The 
relationship goes back to the 
50s soon after Pakistan's crea¬ 
tion. And soon after his acces¬ 
sion to the throne. His Majesty 
King Hussein visited Pakistan 
as one or the first foreign trips 
that he made in 1954. 

This warm relationship has 
been accompanied by the 
happy marriage of HRH Prince 
Hassan with HRH Princess Sar- 
vaih. We also have had many 
instances of solidarity between 
i the two countries in difficult 
time like in the 1967 War when 
wc were very closely asso¬ 
ciated with Jordanian defence 
effons and also in Pakistan’s 
own difficulties and war. Jorda¬ 
nian defence forces have stood 
by us. 

Now the relationship is hap¬ 
pily funher improving and 
there is a lot of activity in 
regards to our bilateral rela¬ 
tions. We've had a number of 
high level visits to Jordan from 
Pakistan. In the last economic 
summit, our delegation was led 
by the Minister of Commerce, a 
very important member of our 
cabinet. Mr Ahmed Mukhtar. 
Subsequently, we have had the 
official visit of the Chief of our 
Air force. Air Chief Marshal 
Abbas Khattack in April. And 
then we also had a visit by the 
delegation of the Sindh Assem¬ 
bly led by the Speaker. 

A federal minister and a spe¬ 
cial assistant to the Prime min¬ 
ister, Mrs Shahnaz Wazir Ali 
was here in Amman to attend 
the Unesco conference on edu¬ 
cation last week. Wc have also 
just invited the Minister of 
Tourism and Minister of 
Energy to Pakistan: they will 
be going there at the end of the 
year. 

On the tourism subject, 
what exactly will be 
I discussed? 

They will be discussing the 
conclusion of a tourism agree¬ 
ment between Pakistan and Jor¬ 
dan. As you know, we already 
have a weekly flight of our 
national airline. PI A. to 
Amman and there is also one 
weekly RJ flight to Karachi. 
We hope to have more flights, 
and hope to establish contact 
berween major tour operators in 
Jordan and Pakistan, and they 
will he planning lour groups 
and package tours, and we hope 
to exchange common experi¬ 
ences in the development of the 
tourism industry. 

Is there really a potential 
for development in the tour¬ 
ism field between the two 
countries? 


Naqvi 


Wc want to 
. explore the 
[ potential] for 
greater inter¬ 
change and 
greater move¬ 
ment of tourism 
between the 
two countries, 
more people 
from one coun¬ 
try to the other. 

In Pakistan, 
there is a large 
middle class 
which is quite 
affluent. They 
travel to Europe 
especially to 
England in the 
summer and 
also take holi¬ 
days . in the 
United States. 

Amman is on 
the way. And 
we hope we can 
persuade this 
group to spend a few days in 
Amman and sec this very beau¬ 
tiful country and its biblical and 
historical sites and monuments. 

Minister of Energy Hashem 
Al Dabbas is going to Paki¬ 
stan as well. Is there energy 
agreements? 

Wc have many energy pro¬ 
jects in Pakistan which could he 
of interest to Jordan in the 
energy sector because wc are. 
like Jordan, shon of fossil fuels 
which means oil and gas. So. 
we have developed many alter¬ 
native uses of energy, of acquir¬ 
ing energy. Various research 
institutes exist where these stud¬ 
ies have been made. So. wc will 
be able to share with the Jorda¬ 
nian delegation our expertise 
and knowledge. 

Are you talking about 
nuclear energy here? 

I will exclude it. The talks 
will be in the area of power gen¬ 
eration. We do have nuclear 
power plants. In Karachi, we 
have the largest nuclear power 
plant. Kanupp. it's a major pro¬ 
ject which was originally built 
and funded by the Canadians 
and it provides 60% of the 
energy needs of the city or 
Karachi. 

So Nuclear energy is for 
domestic use.~. 

Yes. Pakistan has received a 
lot of negative publicity hy the 
West about its nuclear program, 
hut essentially our nuclear pro¬ 
gram is geared towards energy 
generation because wc arc short 
of fossil fuels. We don't think 
lhat any country can dicuile to 
us what we should not go into 
this field. It is our right lo 
acquire nuclear technology. Wc 
have paid j price for it. but we 
continue to pursue the acquiring 
of nuclear technology. How¬ 
ever. this is strictly for nuclear 
power generation. 

The subject of defence 
between Jordan and Pakistan 
has been strong. Is this likely 
to continue? 

Yes. we have had dose 
defence cooperation hul mainly 
in the field of training and 
exchange of research. It is more 
in the'realm of non-military 
cooperation in lhe defence area. 
There are a number of Pakistani 
officials who are studying in the 
Jordan War College. Similarly, 
there are a number of Jordanian 
officers in Pakistani defence 
training institutes. 

The last two Pakistani trade 
exhibitions were seen as a way 
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of boosting trade between 
the two countries. Yet, a lot 
of traders were complaining 
lhat taxes imposed by the 
government In Jordan were 
too high. How do you feel 
about tiiat? 

When I came to Amman in 
March 1945. I found that trade 
between the two countries was 
rather modest and there is a 
considerable seupe for increas¬ 
ing the volume of trade. So. 
the first thing I did was that I 
persuaded the Export Promo¬ 
tion Bureau in Pakistan, which 
is the specialized body for 
holding trade fairs, to hold a 
Pakistani trade fair in Amman. 
L;ist November. 40 Pakistani 
companies participated and it 
was a successful fair. Now 
there are plans for more fairs 
and private groups arc now 
coming directly to Amman to 
display their products and to 
lake orders. Towards the end 
of this year. I hope there w ill 
he another Pakistani trade fair 
sponsored by private compa¬ 
nies because the emphasis 
should now he on this sector. 
As regards the Uses, some 
exporters did complain, but it 
should not be made a major 
issue because they Jo have to 
pay the taxes in this country 
and it is lair to expect that this 
will be charged as it is the case 
with other exporters. I don't 
think that it is such a serious 
matter, because even alter that, 
they did make a reasonable 
profit. 

So overall, people were 
happy? 

Yes. 1 think so. The actual 
solution in this problem is 
being sought and being found 
out in the signing of a trade 
agreement between Pakistan 
and Joidjn. The Ministry of 
Trade and Industry has given 
me a draft trade ’agreement 
which 1 have sent lo thc Paki¬ 
stan government and I expect 
in a few months time we will 
agree on the texl nf the draft 
agreement and we will be able 
to sign a trade agreement. 
Once we have such un agree- 
ment. then maybe there will be 
a reduction in some of the 
taxes under that hi lateral 
'arrangement. 

As a Muslim country, how 
do you see the role of Paki¬ 
stan In the Arab world and 
will it he enhanced in the 
current climate of peace? 

Traditionally, we have had 
very close relationship with 


the Arab world, because, as a 
Muslim country, we feel spe¬ 
cial affinity for our Arab and 
Muslim brothers. So. we have 
always played an active role, 
wc have hosted a major sum¬ 
mit of the Islamic Conference 
in Lahore in 1974 and subse¬ 
quently been very active in the 
organization of the Islamic 
Conference and played an 
active role in the UN on the 
Palestinian question. The unity 
of the Arab world and the 
unity of the Muslim world is a 
positive factor in international 
politics. The reason why there 
are so many problems is 
because of a lack of unity. 
Pakistan supports the peace 
process and wc think it is a 
step towards' the resolution of 
the tensions in this region. 
Pakistan coordinates its poli¬ 
cies on the peace process with 
the Organization of Islamic 
Conference. 

How do you feel about the 
normalization issue with 
Israel? 

Wc are watching the evolu¬ 
tion of the peace process, and. 
as you can imagine, we don't 
have the same compulsions 
that the other countries of the 
region have in regards to nor¬ 
malization with Israel. So. the 
government of Pakistan sup¬ 
ports the peace process and is 
closely observing the situation 
and is in touch with other 
members of the OIC and it has 
not yet made any forward 
move towards recognition of 
Israel, but it will be keeping 
the maucr under review. ■ 

How do you see the role of 
Pakistan in the post-cold war 
era? 

It is true that the tensions 
that have been generated by 
superpower rivalry have now 
disappeared. Pakistan was 
directly affected by these ten¬ 
sions in the Afghan situation. 
We were the target of super¬ 
power rivalry because the 
Soviets at that time sent 
1U0.00G troops into Afghani¬ 
stan. So. we know the experi¬ 
ence of superpow er rivalry and 
how it used to affect develop¬ 
ing countries. That tension 
which had a negative effect 
has now gone and «v arc 
happy about that. However, 
the world has another set of 
problems which it has to face. 
The problem is not that of a 
unipolar world, but it is more 
economic, the .disparity of 
resources and of wealth 
between the developed and the 
developing countries. The 
problem has been noted in the 
North-South Dialogue and in 
the UNCTAD in the UN and 
regional groups. and it 
remui ns on lhe agenda of 
many countries as a very seri¬ 
ous matter because we can't 
hope to improve ihc lot of our 
peoples if there is this great 
disparity and it continues. We 
have to now look at the world 
scene and try lo reach certain 
agreements which would pro¬ 
vide a volution to the disparity 
and provide a system of assis¬ 
tance lo the developing coun¬ 
tries. noL necessarily in terms 
of grants and finances, but a 
process lhat would help us fur¬ 
ther to develop and also to be 
able to compete favorably with 
the developed crummcs. ■ 



Christopher 


Christopher reconfirms 
US commitment for 
land for peace 

Continued from page 1 

was the first Arab state to make peace with Israel. 

US State Department spokesman Nicholas Bums told re¬ 
porters Christopher was trying to “enlist Egyptian support 
for continuing Arab negotiations with Israel " 

While in Israel earlier in the week. Christopher agreed 
with new right- 
wing Prime Min¬ 
ister Benjamin 
Netanyahu that 
such talks should 
he without pre¬ 
conditions—the 
diplomatic code 
for Israel re¬ 
nouncing a com¬ 
mitment to give 
back Arab territo¬ 
ry. "Basically 
what we heard 
trom the Israelis 
is that the Israelis 
do want peace ne¬ 
gotiations." 

Burns said. 

But Egypt and 
its Arab allies 
have repeatedly 
rejected such re¬ 
visionism and 
wanted Christo¬ 
pher to explain 
Netanyahu's poli¬ 
cies and the US attitude toward them, diplomats said. Chris¬ 
topher met Mubarak for one hour bill Mubarak then left the 
palace and US embassy officials said a news conference hy 
the two of them had been cancelled. The\ gaxe no explana¬ 
tion. 

Christopher later began talks at Mubarak's palace with 
Arafat and Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Mnussa. 

Arafat, arriving in Cairo Wednesday morning, said - "Ne¬ 
tanyahu must commit himself to the agreements we have 
reached. One of these agreements is that Jewish settlement is 
not allowed during the transitional period." Expanding Jew¬ 
ish settlements in the West Bank is on top of the agenda of 
Israel's go\ eminent. 

Christopher is seeking lo build a common ground between 
Israel and the Arabs after Netanyahu questioned "land-for- 
peace." 

But an Arab summit in Cairo last weekend told Israel that 
Arab states would reconsider the concessions they have 
made to Israel if Israel refuses to make territorial compro¬ 
mises. 

Burns said of the summit: "I can't say wc were pleased in 
all respects with that summit document. Basically, the only 
way to make progress is to sit down with the Israelis." 

Mcussa was critical of Netanyahu's remarks, saying they 
confirmed Arab fears lor the future of the Middle East peace 
process. 

Judging by the tone of the Egyptian press Wednesday. 
Christopher can expect some tough questioning. The usually 
restrained government newspapers savaged the US Secretary 
of State for going soft on Netanyahu. 

Front-page editorials accused him nf blindly supporting 
Netanyahu as the new Israeli leader tore away the founda¬ 
tions of five years of Arab-Israeli peace talks. The newspa¬ 
per Al Ahr<un said Christopher had "changed the entire US 
policy overnight." 

“In the strangest press conference. Netanyahu cancels all 
international agreements...and Christopher supports him." it 
declared in a banner headline. The government newspaper 
Al Akhhar talked of "an organized retreat which seemed to 
have been forced upon Christopher, who appeared cringing 
and helpless.” ■ 
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The case for joint Arab action 


CONTRARY TO expectations, the recent Arab summit was seen in Jordan as un¬ 
qualified success. Despite the latent differences in the Arab World, the 2! countries 
meeting in Cairo, hammered out a communique that demonstrated a political will 
and resolve which has the potentials for joint Arab actions, not only regarding die 
peace process but also in facing the challenges of the future. 

The Arab Summit displayed, for the first time in six years, a common stand on 
perception and pragmatism. Its endorsement of the peace process reflected the sign 
of the times, a mode of thought that was based on self-confidence. The Arab con¬ 
sensus, long forgotten by internal differences that were brought to the fore by the 
last Gulf War, proved that it could be transcended in the cause of common interests. 

The warning of regional repercussions if Israel doesn't stick to the current course 
of the peace process was necessary. The Arabs’ commitment to the land for peace 
formula was a reinstatement of the basic ground rules already agreed upon, in Ma¬ 
drid, Oslo, Washington and Cairo, and—above all—confirmed by UN resolutions. 

Nevertheless, Arab leaders felt it is necessary to reiterate these principles. They 
stood firm, delivering a strong, collective, coherent and a clear message to the Israe¬ 
li leadership that Arab countries will not tolerate violations of international peace 
commitments. Netanyahu must not renegade on what was agreed upon, and Israel 
has a duty towards the Palestinians, and the Arabs and indeed, the international 
community. 

The moderate tone of the communique was drawn up in such a way as to give 
leeway to Mr Netanyahu to allow him to proceed with the peace process at an ac¬ 
ceptable pace. This does not constitute condemnation of Israel. There was not even 
a hint regarding the level of normalization between some countries and Israel, 
though Arab leaders felt strongly that if the peace process did not move forward, 
the situation would merit re-consideration-. 

For the first time in six years, the venue proved a rallying point for inter-Arab 
reconciliation. While it was feared that the summit would degenerate into a slinging 
match, it wasn’t, with Arab leaders canying the day and focusing on the major is¬ 
sues facing them. 

The meeting between HM King Hussein and Syria’s President Hafez A1 Assad 
was a case in point proving that turning a new leaf in the relations was not as hard 
as it was originally thought. While not so much as solving all inter-Arab relations, 
the summit demonstrated that the leaders have more in common than they have in 
differences. In a gallant move, they showed that they were prepared to put their dif¬ 
ferences aside and argue in terms of one united front. However, we must not be un¬ 
der any illusions. This is the beginning of the road, and the next few weeks krid 
months will prove just how far the Arab stand has succeeded in influencing the be¬ 
havior of the new Israeli government regarding the peace process and in consolidat¬ 
ing the common stand that was achieved in Cairo. ■ 


Yeltsin purges Russian military 
of seven top generals 


By Lee Hockstader 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


'. 7 

/ / 


\ ... 


/ / 
/ / 


/ / / 


MOSCOW—President Boris 
Yeltsin dismissed seven 
high-ranking genera/s last 
Tuesday in a purge of top 
military echelons that 
appeared to raise ‘still further 
the stature of his new national 
security adviser, retired Lt. 
Gen. Alexander Lebed. 

The seven sacked generals 
include four whom Lebed 
accused of plotting to block 
the dismissal of Defense 
Minister Pavel Grachev—an 
army general who was fired by 
Yelisin last Tuesday at 
Lebed's insistence. 

Immediately after 

Grachev’s dismissal. Lebed 
held a news conference in 
which he suggested that he 


had personally foiled what 
amounted to a coup 
masterminded by the four 
generals. The four denied any 
such intention, and top 
government officials also 
dismissed Lebed’s version of 
events. Nonetheless. it 
appeared that Yeltsin’s 
decision to depose so many 
high-ranking officers close to 
Grachev could only boost the 
influence of Lebed—with 
whom Grachev has been 
feuding for years. 

As Yeltsin’s national 
security adviser, Lebed has no 
formal authority over the 
military, but he" already has 
identified his choice to 
succeed Grachev as defense 
minister, and Yeltsin has 
suggested he will have broad 
authority to carry out a 
long-delayed reform of the 


armed forces. 

Lebed also seemed to 
extend his authority when he 
played a key role in ousting 
three old-line Kremlin 
officials last Thursday after a 
mysterious episode that 
appeared to stem from a 
struggle for influence between 
rival groups of Yeltsin 
advisers. 

Yeltsin named Lebed to his 
new job just 36 hours after 
Lebed’s surprisingly strong 
third-place finish last week in 
the first round of Russia's 
hard-fought presidential 
election. The move was meant 
to persuade Lebed’s 11 million 
voters to cast their ballots for 
Yeltsin in the runoff race 
against Communist Party 
leader Gennady Zyuganov on 
3 July. ■ 
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A view from America 

Netanyahu’s true colors 


begin to show 


Carrie Nelle Moye 

US Star corespondent 


MANY HISTORIANS insist the actions 
of humankind are cyclical, yet we stage- 
players hardly, if ever, seem to benefit 
from the past. World War I was the “war 
to end all wars.” So why World War II? 
The Cold War—which was all too hoL 
all too often? The Korean Conflict? The 
non-war of Vietnam? Whenever there is 
a glimmer of peace, one imagines how 
wonderful if (this time) it will be differ¬ 
ent. Then reality slaps in all its fury once 
more as we find ourselves the pawns of 
ever fickle fate. 

And saying “I told you so" never is 
any fun. 

As ironic as it may seem, this time it is 
not the tentativeness of the elections in 
Russia, with the run-off between Boris 
Yeltsin and Gennady Zyuganov to be 
held in a month. Rather, it is the finality 
of the election of Israel’s Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu and what it portends—what it al¬ 
ready has triggered—-that has brought an 
abrupt end to the micro-steps toward in¬ 
ternational peace. For if there is no bona 
fide peace in the Middle East, there can 
be no true contentment in the world. 

Suppose the worst case scenario oc¬ 
curred in Russia. If Communist candi¬ 
date Zyuganov should win (which ap¬ 
pears nearly impossible now), the free 
world could cope, ft has been proven— 
deadly so—that Communism cannot and 
will not be the wave of the ftiture. no 
matter what Russia does. The former So¬ 
viet Union not only has been shattered, 
but the pieces, even when viewed in 
hindsight as a collective, were shown to 
be facades of prosperity. While Reagan 
was spending the US into Star Wars 
oblivion, the USSR did not begin to have 
the military wherewithal we were led to 
believe, which most certainly was known 
by the closest advisors to our early- 
onset-of-Alzheimer's-presidenL 

The Middle East is another story en¬ 
tirely. ft was on a most tenuous but 
promising road to peace when Yitzhak 
Rabin was assassinated.. Shimon Peres 
performed at his best but lacked the lead¬ 
ership qualifications, in spite of his expe¬ 
rience. to make the Israelis feel secure. 
Most specifically, he was willing to com¬ 
promise with his cousins descended from 
Abraham, live alongside them, and rec¬ 
ognize their right to exist as a people and 
as a. country. Yet foolishly he took the 
bait offered by right-wingers and initiat¬ 
ed his “Grapes of Wrath" attacks on 
southern Lebanon, which proved to be a 


fatal public relations disaster. 

Meanwhile, die-hard hawks, led by the 
ultra-rightist religious zealots who feel 
that they and only they are the chosen 
people, would not consent to the peace¬ 
ful side of the philosophy of Peres. They, 
abetted by their equally fanatical Islamic 
counterparts, managed to generate 
enough fear to cull a plurality of Israeli 
voters. We have observed the outcome 
for several weeks now. and we are begin¬ 
ning to see the poisonous fruit of the 
election of Benjamin Netanyahu. Al¬ 
though be has pledged to “continue the 
peace process,” only at a “slower rate," 
and declared his cabinet appointees are 
moderates rather than persons selected 
from the radical fringe, nevertheless, he 
has said he will never return the Golan 
Heights captured from Syria in the 1967 
Six Day War. Most tellingly, Netanyahu 
has refused to meet with any Palestinian 
leader, roost notably Yassir Arafat, the 
top elected Palestinian official and is ad¬ 
amant in his comments that there will 
never be a Palestinian state. 

If he adheres to these averred 
policies, there is no way peace 
can survive—and this is an 
absolute. Although Rabin and 
Peres had allowed a continua¬ 
tion of construction of new 
Jewish settlements in the Oc¬ 
cupied Territories, which is a 
direct violation of Che Camp 
David Accords, it had been 
toned down. Now Netanyahu 
has stated bluntly that he wants 
the settlements expanded. The 
ultimate insult is that he first 
offered the Ministry of Housing 
portfolio to Ariel Sharon,, the 7 . f/ 
former general who led the ill- Wjk 
fated "Peace for Galilee" invasio(y$Sto 
Lebanon in 1982. Sharon, who is ^for¬ 
mer Defense Minister and had hrifted 
to occupy this position again, to date 
has refused the secondary post; nev¬ 
ertheless, the new Prime Minister's 
willingness to appoint this rabid ex¬ 
pansionist is chillingly indicative of his 
intent. 

Refusing even to consider exchanging 
the Golan for peace in another sure-fire- 
indication of hawkish philosophy, as 
Syria's Haffiz Al Assad continues to oc¬ 
cupy the cat-bird seat in the Arab 
world. He will not call a halt to the beiuamm^ktmrvmu: 
Lebanon-based Hezbollah and other mopum nwriew stvia 
right-wing attacks unless he re¬ 
gains this strategic piece of real , lf4 - 
estate which, like the West 
Bank and Gaza, were seized in 

OHH W.LM. 


1967. 

Netanyahu has been a lion in sheep s 
clothing from way, way back. His ap¬ 
pearance is one of conciliation; bis Eng¬ 
lish is impeccable (which, for whatever 
reasons, goes far with the US populace). 
Before becoming pudgy, he was exceed¬ 
ingly handsome. In other words, he has 
an abundance of charisma. This should 
not matter. But in reality it does. For a 
while, he will appear to be a suitable re¬ 
placement for Rabin/Peres. Bul this arti¬ 
ficial demeanor will not endure. Moder¬ 
ate Jews in Israel and elsewhere already 
know and bemoan this; Western govern¬ 
ment officials know this. Obviously the 
Arabs know this. 

And when these results begin to be¬ 
come public knowledge, the world will 
know this. It is a time of anguish for Is¬ 
rael; it is a time of anguish for tire 48th- 
year homeless Palestinians; it is a time 
for anguish for those who seek peace. 
Once again, the death mask of history re¬ 
veals its evil grin. ■ 
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Nixon, Kennedy : 

Unmitigated cold warriors 


1 r 
i i 


Kennedy & Nixon: the rivalry 
that shaped postwar America , 
by Christopher Matthews 
(Simon & Schuster, $25, 377 
PP-) 

Reviewed by 
Oliver Stone 


THE RIVALRY between John 
Kennedy and Richard Nixon 
personified the seminal tension 
that drove postwar American 
politics for some 30 years. As 
these two ambitious veterans of 
the Pacific War sought to de¬ 
fine themselves on issues do¬ 
mestic and foreign, fitting 
themselves to their turbulent 
times, voters inevitably shaped 
their political consciousness in 
relation to them. Public percep¬ 
tion of each was a mirror of the 
other. You cither loved or hat¬ 
ed them: neutrality was practi¬ 
cally impossible. And while 
both had a genius for getting 
votes, the defining fact of the 
Kennedy-Nixon careers was 
that many more people loved 
JFK than hated him. while 
more hated Nixon than ever 
managed to love him. 

Christopher Matthews, a 
syndicated political columnist, 
TV commentator and Washing¬ 
ton bureau chief for the San 
Francisco Examiner, has at¬ 
tempted to trace this vital rival¬ 
ry in his book. Kennedy «& Nix- 
on..Yet one would never know 
from this study that the author 
was describing the two most 
compelling political figures of 
recent times. 

A key theme is that the men 
were actually friends, but there 
is little or no documentation 
for this questionable assertion. 
Moreover, there arc annoying 
factual errors, misquotes even 
of famous phrases and a com¬ 
plete absence of what has been 
called the "deep politics" of 
this pivotal period in American 
history. Matthews’ book is his- 
tory-ai-face-volue, a popular 
gloss intended for a public that 
lacks rhe sophistication to de¬ 
mand more detail, more in¬ 
sight. and more truth. 

This last point is illustrated 
as early as the introduction, 
when Matthews blandly insinu¬ 
ates a conclusion chat is so 
wrong-headed, so completely 
unfounded, as to make the en¬ 
tire book suspect. 

The subject is Nixon's in¬ 
struction to his chief of staff. 
Bob Haldeman. on the 23 June. 
1972. White House tape, to use 
the CIA to shut off the FBI’s 
probe of the Watergate bur¬ 
glary. Matthews asserts that 
Nixon's aim in committing this 
impeachable offense was to 



Kennedy 


Nixon 


prevent the exposure of “what 
he believed to be Kennedy’s 
secret bungling and betrayal of 
the 1961 Bay of Pigs inva¬ 
sion." There is no reference to 
this specific motive anywhere 
in the 23 June conversation, 
and no serious srudenl of Wa¬ 
tergate has, to my knowledge, 
ever proposed such an interpre¬ 
tation of the “smoking gun." 
The very idea that Nixon 
would risk removal from office 
in an effort, in effect, to con¬ 
ceal Kennedy's role in the Bay 
of Pigs is not only absurd on its 
face, it flatly contradicts the 
historical record contained in 
the Watergate transcripts as 
well as most of Matthews’ own 
book. 

In the closing chapters. Mat¬ 
thews tries to shade this bizarre 
view by suggesting that Nixon 
was attempting to attach to his 
own Watergate scandal the 
shield that had protected Ken¬ 
nedy from exposure for more 
than a decade., Here, oddly. 
Matthews comes close to a 
truth that he carefully avoids in 
his book: that as Nixon himself 
said. Watergate “tracked back" 
directly to the Bay of Pigs. 

It is in this regard that “Ken¬ 
nedy & Nixon" passes from the 
realm of merely unremarkable 
popular history into historical 
cover-up. For, while admitting 
in passing that the CIA plots to 
assassinate Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro began during the Eisen- 
hower-Nixon ; administration, 
Matthews seeks to shift the re¬ 
sponsibility for- them entirely 
onto Kennedy. It was JFK and 
his brother. Robert, he says, 
who pushed for Castro's mur¬ 
der. ignoring Nixon's heavily- 
documented, involvement in at¬ 
tempts to get rid. of CasLro. 

Matthews, quotes CIA Direc¬ 
tor Richard Bissell s assertion 
that it was "inconceivable" that 
Kennedy did not know of the 
plots: Given tiiat the overthrow 
of Castro’was to have been 


Nixon’s October surprise in 
1960. it is equally inconceiva¬ 
ble that the murder plots, which 
commenced in the summer of 
60. were unknown to the vice 
president who, according to 
such historians as Arthur Schle- 
stngcr and Michael Beschloss, 
presided over plans to remove 
the Cuban leader from power. 

Matthews' chapters on the 
JFK killing and Watergate are 
as shaltow as they are disingen¬ 
uous. To accept his interpreta¬ 
tion of these dark and complex 
events, one must believe, de¬ 
spite years of research and li¬ 


braries of books, that there was 
nothing more to Dallas than 
one lone nut, and no more to 
Watergate than a “third-rate 
burglary." He knowingly re¬ 
peats Marina Oswald’s prepos¬ 
terous and totally discredited 
account of locking her hus¬ 
band, Lee. in the bathroom to 
prevent him from shooting Nix¬ 
on. And he appears to be blithe¬ 
ly unaware of the many permu¬ 
tations of Watergate, chief 
among them that six of the sev¬ 
en convicted burglars were CIA 
operatives who had been in¬ 
volved in the Bay of Pigs. 

Finally, Matthews declares 
that Kennedy died “as lie 
lived," an unmitigated Cold 
Warrior. This despite the fact 
tjfrai at the close of his brief ten¬ 
ure, Kennedy had sought de¬ 
tente with the Soviets, better re¬ 
lations with Cuba and a 
withdrawal from Vietnam fol¬ 
lowing the 1964 election, 
which he did not survive to 
win. 

The book, in sum, is a bland 
argument, not a history. ■ 


Stone is the co-writer, pro¬ 
ducer and director of the 
Academy Award-nominated 
films “JFK” and “Nixon.” 
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Good Men 


21 GOOD men met, and 
decided to pursue peace. 
21 men who did not differ 
from the start regarding 
their belief in peace. It 
was the wishful .thinking 
of those fatalists who 
hoped for division among 
the Arab ranks that had 
spread earlier, which 
created stories regarding 
irreconcilable/differences : 
among Jordan and Syria. 
The fact remains that Syr¬ 
ia has shown its realism-in. 
its pursuit of the peace op¬ 
tion and will continue to 
da so at a pace which suits ^ 
its own conditions, and 
ironically at a pace which 
might suit Netanyahu's; 
conditions. 

Probably, for once, Syr¬ 
ia and Israel may have 
one thing in common: that 
is the pace in which they 
would like to proceed to 
reach a peace settlement. 
None of the 21 good men, 
meeting in Cairo can or 
would push Syria more 
than it possibly can, but 
equally they have all 
shown support to presi¬ 
dent Assad's efforts of 


peace. 

As for our Palestinian 
brothers, the issue is crys¬ 
tal clear and they ought to 
put aside their suspicions 
and proceed, with confi¬ 
dence in reaching their 
own suitable agreement 
with Israel. All have con¬ 
firmed their belief in the 
creation of an independent 
Palestinian state on an in¬ 
dependent - Palestinian 
soil, an objective which 
has always been support¬ 
ed by Jordan. 

The Arab nation has af¬ 
firmed its belief in peace 
and is united in achieving 
its -objectives. A clear 
message has been sent in 
the meantime to the Israeli 
prime minister reminding 
him of the essence of 
reaching a peace agrees 
meric with Israel. The Ma¬ 
drid conference should be 
the reference point of 
peace, and what has been 
achieved with the previ¬ 
ous; ...Iqbpr,,, .government 
must be built upon rather 
than undermined. The of¬ 
ficial Arab stance is that 
there will be reconsidera¬ 
tion of position regarding 
peace -if Israel does not 
honor previous commit¬ 
ments and Israel respond¬ 
ed by saying that there 
should be no precondi¬ 
tions. But the end result of 
this game of war of words 
is more of flirting rather 
than discord. 

We all know that there 
is no alternative to peace 
and that both sides have 
no choice but to deal with 
each other. The Arab side 
will have to give Mr Ne¬ 
tanyahu the important pe¬ 
riod of grace to be able tp 
maneuver his policies 
with his cabinet allies. Mr 
Netanyahu will have to 
understand that the Arab 
rhetoric is the reflection of 
a nation concerned about 
the future of the peace 
process and more than ea¬ 
ger to bring it to the safe 
shores of accord. 

The Arab-Israeli . con¬ 
flict and solving the Pales¬ 
tinian riddle which is the 
core of the conflict must 
be put in its proper inter¬ 
national dimension-for Che 
end of the millennium has 
forced new realities on the 
region that were obscured 
by superpower competi¬ 
tions .and domination. 
Countries which have al¬ 
ways been part of tbfc;re- 
gion but caught up in dif¬ 
ferent concerns such as 
Turkey and Iran, are now 
forceful players in our 
part of the world and must 
be treated as partners. 

We are all caught up in 
a most important and 
threatening situation in¬ 
volving the two main is¬ 
sues of water and terror¬ 
ism. If Iran and Turkey 
are ignored in our calcula¬ 
tions in the Arab world 
then we would be no bet¬ 
ter than ostriches sticking 
our heads in the sand and 
hoping that terrorism and 
the water crisis are noth¬ 
ing but a nightmare that 
will vanish. . 

We rather castigate the 
cooperation agreement be¬ 
tween -Turkey and Israel 
when in effect we should 
collectively castigate ter¬ 
rorism and its supporters. 
We must start to seriously 
approach the water ques¬ 
tion and the issue otter- 
rorism with much tnoftr 
vehemence both regional¬ 
ly and extra-regionally. 
The task ahead for our 
good men is still arduous. 
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Business 

scene 


■ Germany is writing-off 
JD 4.5 million of Jordanian 
debts. The debt relief is 
within the framework if 
German support of the pro¬ 
motion of environmental 
projects that were agreed 
on by the two countries. 

■ The Jordanian Marketing 
Co., made a net profit of JD 
29.3000 in 1995. Share¬ 
holders rights were raised 
by 2.2%, to reach JD 1.42 
million. The company's cir¬ 
culated loss decreased by 
JD 26,000 to reach JD 
236.7000. Sales in 1995 
reached JD 1.4 million. 

■ Statistics produced by 
the Amman Financial Mar¬ 
ket show on increase in for¬ 
eigners' contributions in 
the AI Ahii Bank by 
0.219% to reach 21.087%. 
Foreigners bought 35.3 
thousand shares from 12 to 
19. June. In addition, for¬ 
eigners contributions in the 
capita/ of the Cement In¬ 
dustries Co., also rose from 
7.642% to 7.679%. 

■ The Arab Paper Trade 
and Manufacture Co., re¬ 
corded a profit of JD 
215.000 till last April. Its 
sales were JD 2.17 million, i 

■ Twenty Jordanian share¬ 
holding companies issued | 
new shares valued at JD 
S7.1 million during the first 
five months of the current 
year. This is compared to 
JD 80.65 million for 1995. 
and shows a rise of 7.9%. 
Newly established compa¬ 
nies issued shares worth JD 
58.8 million during the first 
five months of this year 
against JD 68.4 million dur¬ 
ing the same period in 
1995. This reflects a de¬ 
cline of 12.8%. Sources in 
the Amman Financial Mar¬ 
ket said that the old compa¬ 
nies issued new shares of! 
JD 28.1 million in 1995 to 
cover their new investment 
projects. The number of 
companies in the parallel 
and regular markets are 
128. About 64 other com¬ 
panies arc still wailing to 
be listed in these two mar¬ 
kets. The primary market, 
issued development bonds 
valued at JD .10 millioq, in 
addition c6 JD 1.5 million 
of new shares; The total i$- 
sues reached JD 25 million 
last May. 

■ Japan granted Jordan 
$3.7 million to finance the 
purchase of fertilizers and 
agricultural equipment. 
This is the fourth donation 
given by the Japanese to 
Jordan, and is pan of a pro¬ 
gram to boost the produc¬ 
tion of foodstuffs. 

■ A new JD 5 million 
mortgage company has just 
been established. The ob¬ 
jectives of Lhe Jordan Re- 
Finance of Mortgage Co., is 
to offer loans for people 
who want to buy their hous¬ 
es. 
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Cairo economic summit to 
highlight economic policy reforms 


By George S. Hishmeh 

WASHINGTON—A major 
topic of the Cairo economic 
summit, scheduled to open in 
the Egyptian capital on 12 
November, according to US 
Undersecretary of State for 
Economic Affairs Joan Spero. 
will be "economic policy 
reforms at the national level to 
encourage investment and pri¬ 
vate sector growth." 

Spero toid a 21 June kickoff 
briefing at the Commerce 
Department for American busi¬ 
nessmen who are expected to 
participate in the three-day con¬ 
ference in Egypt that the sum¬ 
mit will also "emphasize the 
important role of deregulation 
and privatization" for small, 
medium and laqje enterprises. 

Co-hosting the briefing was 
Undersecretary of Commerce 
for International Trade Stuart 
Eizcnsiat who underlined that 
prosperity, whether in the Mid¬ 
dle East. Northern Ireland or 
Bosnia, was “the best antidote 
to the appeal of violence." 

The Middle Easi/North 
Africa economic summits, 
according to the senior Com¬ 
merce official, "served to refo¬ 
cus the world attention on that 
region and the trade and invest¬ 
ment opportunities that it 
offers." 

Spero and Eizcnsiat were 
also flanked by Toni Vcrstan- 
dig, deputy assistant secretary 
of state for Near Eastern 
affairs, and Judith Barnett, who 
is to assume the office of dep¬ 
uty assistant secretary for the 
Near East at the Commerce 
Department, as well as the 
ambassadors of Egypt, Jordan, 
Tunisia and Oman and the head 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Office in Washington. 

Spero began by noting that 
while diplomacy was necessary 
to negotiate peace, "it is eco¬ 
nomic growth and cooperation 
that are essential if peace is to 
take root.” 


As the Middle East peace 
process was moving forward, 
she continued, “it became clear 
that efforts by governments 
alone would not be sufficient. 
Private sector-led growth is 
clearly the best route to rapid, 
sustainable economic develop¬ 
ment. This is the model that 
worked in East Asia and Latin 
America, and it will work in 
(he Middle East as well." 

In other words, she under¬ 
lined. "governments can make 
peace, and they can create the 
climate for economic growth, 
but only the private sector can 
marshal the resources neces¬ 
sary for sustained growth and 
development 

She noted with satisfaction 
that national policies in the 
region that “stood 
in the way of the 
private sector are 
being changed. r? 

making each Ihll&l 

country in the 
region more busi- pGYCi 
ness-fricndly and * 
open to trade." by co 

At the regional * _ _ 

level, she idenli- [Jj 

fied the regional 
contacts and insii- YCC 

unions that have 
been built “to 
anchor the peace process and 
build a solid foundation for pri¬ 
vate sector growth." 

Her point was that "all these 
developments are mutually 
reinforcing, as peace, economic 
reform and regional contacts 
build on (he others' successes." 

At this point, she discussed 
the Middle East Development 
Bank, whose US share of its 
funding is facing an uphill fight 
in Congress, and accordingly 
has consumed most of her lime, 
compared with the other sum¬ 
mit institutions—the Regional 
Business Council and the Mid¬ 
dle East-Mediterranean Travel 
and Tourism Association. 

Acting much like a merchant 
bank, she said the bank will use 
its small capital base ‘to lever¬ 


age Us existing resources in the 
private sector, the World Bank 
and other multilateral 
institutions." 

She explained that these 
resources arc for supporting 
regional infrastructure develop¬ 
ment. fostering private sector 
investment and promoting 
regional economic cooperation 
through “a policy dialogue 
forum." Additionally, the 
bank will use its lending'policy 
to support privatization and 
removal of state subsidies. 

She stressed. "We arc confi¬ 
dent that this unique institution 
is the right approach to pro¬ 
mote regional development in 
the Middle East." 

Spero then reviewed the 
highlights of the earlier two 


...Intra-trade in the Middle 
East amounts to only eight 
percent of total trade while, 
by contrast, in the European 
Union it is estimated to 
reach about 60 percent. 


summits. At Casablanca, site 
or the first conference, the mes¬ 
sage was the free mingling “for 
the first time" of Arab and 
Israeli business and govern¬ 
ment Icadciv At Amman, lhe 
summit "clearly demonstrated 
the importance of economic 
reform to promote sustained 
development." 

In Cairo, she stressed, "wc 
hope to take it one .- top further 
by linking business deals to 
specific reform steps on the 
part of the regional 
governments." 

She said the program offered 
for the Cairo summit will focus 
on specific sectors of die Mid¬ 
dle Eastern economy: food and 
agriculture, chemicals, elec¬ 
tronics, engineering and con¬ 


struction. energy, financial ser¬ 
vices. textiles, transportation, 
and tourism. 

“While past meetings laid 
the foundations for regional 
cooperation," Spero promised, 
“this meeting will seek to build 
on (hose foundations and pro¬ 
duce concrete results." 

Eizenstat's presentation was 
more nuts and bolts, spelling 
out what the Commerce 
Department hopes to do in the 
time before and during the 
summit to provide "every feasi¬ 
ble service to ensure that the 
American business communicy 
is a full partner in every aspect 
of the summit." 

Recalling that at Casablanca 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher described the 
region as 
r; Jfjr. "open for bu si- 

llliaiC ness." and at 

• v v Amman it was 

Clg/tf “in business," 

I •> Eizenstat said. 

Willie , "In Cairo wc 

hope to declare 
'OOeOil that the Middle 

j East and North 

a to Africa are con¬ 

ducting busi- 
eflt ness as usual." 

He reported 
Lhai intra-trade 
in the Middle East amounts to 
only eight percent of total trade 
while, by contrast, in the Euro¬ 
pean Union it is estimated to 
reach about 60 percent. 

He told a room packed full 
of American businessmen that 
the Cairo summit "is the most 
efficient and effective manner 
of meeting the governments 
and business leaders of the 
Middle East and North Africa." 

"The best way to strengthen 
the peace process in areas like 
Nonhcm Ireland, the Middle 
East and Bosnia, particularly in 
an era of limited foreign assis¬ 
tance, is to marshal the great 
resources of the American pri¬ 
vate sector for trade, for joint 
ventures (and) for investment." 
He continued. “Prosperity is. 


in our opinion, lhe best anti¬ 
dote to the appeal of violence. 
That is what our commercial 
policy is all about." 

Eizenstat promised that in 
Cairo the American Business 
Center, focus of matchmaking 
sessions for American busi¬ 
nessmen. "will be better and 
bigger this year.” 

The physical conference 
facility is excellent, he contin¬ 
ued. and our business center 
will set up appointments with 
representatives from through¬ 
out the region. It will provide 
data bases and compilations of 
business opportunities, he 
added, "and make sure that our 
business delegation knows 
about all programs and events 
of the summit.” 

At Amman, he recalled the 
American Business Center 
received over 1 OX) visitors and 
hosted over 200 business 
appointments. 

He advised the businessmen 
to register once they receive 
their papers from the World 
Economic Forum, the Swiss- 
based organizer of the summit, 
so that they will be contacted 
by US officials here and in 
Cairo. 

He said that there will be 
briefings by experts from Com¬ 
merce and the < regional) 
embassies throughout the fall 
“on the most attractive sectors 
and project opportunities." 

He reminded them that infor¬ 
mation is available on the Mid¬ 
dle East/North Africa Business 
Home Page whose address is 
htlp://www.ita.doc.gov/mena/ 
econof.html. pointing out that 
they are receiving about 500 
calls a week. 

Stressing that American 
companies can do well in the 
Middle East and North Africa. 
Eizenstat concluded that 
nowhere else do US foreign 
policy and political goals 
"mesh {sol beaulifully with our 
commercial goals." ■ 


Greater investment needed for 
growth ACC study concludes 


AMMAN (Star )— 

Unemployment seems to be a 
greater curse in the world than 
it was 10 years age. The Arab 
world and Jordan have their 
fair share. 

The Amman Chamber of 
Commerce (ACC), recently, 
published an economic study 
of the labor force in the Arab 
World. The number of man¬ 
power including males and 
female reached 69 million per¬ 
sons in 1994. This constitutes 
28% of the- total population, 
compared with 49% in the 
industrialized slates and 44% 
in the developing countries. 

The unemployment rate in 
some Arab countries is 
between !0%-20%. The study 
predicted that nearly 2.32 mil¬ 
lion Arab laborers will join the 
labor market in the coming few 
years. If no major investments 
programs are created, the rate 


of unemployment will continue 
to rise, the study warned. - : - 

U called for improving 
laborer force's productive 
capacity, which is presently 
below global standards. This 
would have a knock-on effect 
because it would generate 
further productivity in the 
economy and hence create a 
bigger labour force. 

According lo the study, the 
agricultural sector contributes 
14 percent to the Gross Domes¬ 
tic Product in the Arab World, 
while the contribution of the 
industrial sector is 30%, and 
45% in the service sector. Like 
most developing countries, this 
last sector tends to figure 
prominently in the region. 

The volume of indebtedness 
in the 13 non-oil producing 
countries plus two oil produc¬ 
ing (Algeria and Oman), 
reached $155 billion (1991 fig¬ 


ures). Although, it has oiJ, the 
population oif Algeria is far too 
high, thus putting numerous 
constraint on its development 
Iraq is not included in the study 
because of its special 
conditions. 

These figures don't apply to 
the rest of the oil-producing 
countries who have a surplus 
finance. 

However, overall, Arab states 
are considered amongst the 
highest indebted countries in the 
world. 

Accordingly, some of them 
have embarked on a World 
Bank sponsored debt reschedul¬ 
ing program. These include 
Algeria. Jordan. Egypt. 
Morocco and Mauritania. 

Debt re-scheduling is a par¬ 
tial solution. However, what is 
needed is greater investments 
and development projects, the 
study concluded. ■ 


Jordanian economy has competitive 
edge, IMF delegation 


A DELEGATION of executive directors in 
the International Monetary Food, gave top 
marks to the performance of the Jordanian 
economy. 

The Jordanian economy in 1995, per¬ 
formed much better than expected and this 
Increases Jordan’s competitive edge, the del¬ 
egation pointed out. 

The director of Middle East and North 
African Department in the IMF, Mr Abdul 
Shakur Sha’ban said the delegation have 
been meeting officials and members in the 
private and public sectors, to evaluate the 
economic status of the country. 


The Fund’s delegation praised Jordan’s 
control over inflation that is at the lowest 
level. In 1995 the Jordanian dinar 
recorded a six percent improvement and a 
decrease in the budget deficit 
The meetings with the Jordanian Busi¬ 
nessmen Association, also tackled issues 
concerning political developments in the 
area. They also discussed the government's 
economic, fiscal and monetary policies and 
the new legislations designed to attract 
investments in the area. 

The delegation maintained that the econ¬ 
omy is on the right track enabling Jordan 
to service its debts. ■ 


Insurance market 
thrives, says report 


THE TENTH insurance report 
revealed that the total install-'’ 
ments of car insurance wasj 
nearly JD 27 million in 1994, 
representing 41% of total insu¬ 
rance premiums. This figure is 
compared to JD 20 million for 
1991. This shows a rise of 
12% of car insurance. 

Paid indemnities of car 
insurance reached JD 20 mil¬ 
lion. It represented 52% of . 
total paid indemnities in the 
insurance market. This is 
compared to only JD 13 mil¬ 
lion in 1991. 

The report showed that the 
share of insurance companies 
from car insurance premiums 
reached JD 24 million in 
1994. Insurance companies' 
share was 89% of these install¬ 
ments. while the remainder 
11% was for re-insurance 
companies. 

Increase of paid indemnities 
during 1994 is due to the rise 
in the price of spare parts in 


the country of origin in addi¬ 
tion to-the rise in the costs of 
medica| treatment.. 

Insurance companies started 
making use of the computer in 
their activities since the late 
eighties, when the Jordan 
National Insurance Co., was a 
pioneer in introducing this 
service. 

The computer enables insu¬ 
rance companies to carry out 
their activities in an accurate, 
and organized way. It helps 
these companies to save time, 
effort and expenditure. 

The use of the computer in 
insurance also helps process 
file claims in a faster way. 
through the use of electronic 
archieves instead of large 
numbers of files which require 
large place for storage, in 
addition, it facilitates contact 
among insurance companies 
on the local market as well as 
contacts with international 
insurance companies outside 
for re-insurance. ■ 


BM expands loyalty 
programme to Air Canada 

BRITISH MIDLAND is to link up with Air Canada in an 
agreement which will allow members of both airline's fre¬ 
quent flyer programmes the opportunity to earn and redeem 
points for free flights with either carrier. 

From I June, members of British Midland's Diamond Club 
programmes can cam and redeem their points for travel with 
Air Canada on its range of direct services from Heathrow, 
Paris. Brussels, Zurich and Frankfurt lo five major cities on 
Canada's East Coast, and Tour on the West Coast. 

In reciprocity, members of Air Canada Aeroplan will be 
able to redeem their points for travel on British Midland's 
extensive network ol flights to Europe and within the UK. ■ 



Corporate culture, does it exist in 
Jordan? 

MOST MAJOR financial centers of the world have a collection 
of principles, values and ethics which define and guide behav¬ 
ior in the business community. Tt is this set of norms which 
acts lo unify a worker with his organization and a national to 
his country. Corporate culture is indeed to the business com¬ 
munity what a personality is to an individual, and in Jordan it 
may very well be a neglected key element in the country’s eco¬ 
nomic restructuring program. 

In Jordan, we see a lack of any coherent and uniform set of 
values which serve to unite the corporate community. As a 
result, we observe a number of individual agendas, moving in 
various directions, without any common objective. This, unfor¬ 
tunately, is the impression potential foreign investors see and 
undoubtedly has an effect on investment decisions in the 
country. 

While it’s true that Jordan has a relatively well-educated and 
skilled labor force, it lacks a coiporate culture. Either for rea¬ 
sons of novelty or inexperience with the concept. Jordan lacks 
an identity which defines and expresses this identity to the rest 
of the world. 

On a more micro level, the business community within Jor¬ 
dan lacks the identity needed to unify the local workforce. U 
foils to give Jordanians the pride to be associated with a well 
recognized and prestigious multinational firm. The overwhelm¬ 
ing majority of firms which carry with them a certain amount 
of prestige, and thus gives its members pride to be associated 
with them, are foreign firms. Jordan’s business identity (to the 
extent that one exists) is therefore defined by foreign firms and 
thus we return to our original problem which is the lack of a 
national corporate identity. 

The advantages of such an identity are numerous. Research¬ 
ers believe that"a positive correlation exists between strong cul¬ 
ture and prosperous economic performance. A study by two 
US economists found that the effects of strong culture are 
increased profits and growth, increased productivity, innovation 
of products, and increased pride and loyalty in company mem¬ 
bership. It can serve as a managerial tool to improve economic 
output by socializing group members to a set of defined values. 
The result is a more focussed and efficient work group with a 
common objective. 

This socially focussed economic restructuring or business 
identity, which has thus far been absent from any stimulus pro¬ 
grams. and which is geared towards giving the country a uni¬ 
fied corporate voice and which hopes to foster pride locally and 
respect abroad, is an approach which in my opinion is long 
overdue. ■ 


40 companies participate in 
Exhibition of Jordanian 
products in London 

THE FIRST Jordan Business Week started in London on 25 
June. Under the patronage of the Minister of Trade and Indus¬ 
try, Mr Ali Abu AI Raghib. and in cooperation with the Brit¬ 
ish Chamber of Commerce, the week will last til) 29 June. 
Over 40 Jordanian companies are taking part in the Business 
Week. 

These activities of the week include an exhibition of Jorda¬ 
nian industries, an investment seminar and a roundtable meet¬ 
ing. On display also is foodstuffs, clothes and Dead Sea salts. 
An Investment symposium was held at the London Hilton on 
26 June discussing the investment environment in Jordan. 

Today. Thursday. 27 June there is a roundtable at the Arab- 
Britain Chamber • of Commerce to discuss commercial 
exchange between the two countries. 

Economic relations between Jordan and Britain are good, 
however, the balance of trade is mostly in favour of Britain. 

Jordan's exports to Britain during 1996 reached JD 3,4 mil¬ 
lion, while imports from Britain were JD 120.7 million 
dinars, making a trade deficit of JD 117.3 million dinars. 

Among the most important exports to Britain are fresh and 
refrigerated vegetables, cotton strings, and clothes. Our 
imports from Britain cover aeroplane equipments, agricultural 
and industrial instruments, TV. spare parts, medicine, cigar¬ 
ettes. textiles and other materials. ■ 


Outstanding Achievement 
Award for BA 

• British Airways has made a record year end pre-tax profits 
of £585 million. 

BA Amman's contribution was recognised with an Out¬ 
standing Achievement Award for 1995-1996. BA Amman has 
also broken the regional punctuality record, with every flight 
in May departing on time. 

With a summer schedule of five weekly flights. British Air- 
wavs looks forward to achieving even better results in Amman 
in 1996-1997. 


Tender of JD 2.5 million 
for rural electricity 

• Dr Hashem Abu Dabbas. minister of energy and mineral 
resources said the ministry had recently awarded a tender to 
two local companies to supply 10b villages and housing com¬ 
plexes at a total cost of JD 2.5 million. 

This project will provide electricity for rural areas in two 
stages in Baiqaa', Zarqa and Madaba. This project is financed 
by "Rural. Fils Fund," and will be completed in 10 months. 

The project completed its first stage at a cost of JD 23 mil¬ 
lion to provide electricity for 388 villages and housing com¬ 
plexes. The second phase is divided into three categories, the 
first two cover complexes of more than 20 houses while the 
last includes complexes of between 10 to 20 houses. 
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$10 million, Saudi donation for 
Palestinian projects 

■ The Palestinian official news agency (Wafa) announced 
that Saudi Arabia donated $10 million to Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. The agreement was signed in 
Vienna, in the presence of an UNRWA representative. Saudi 
Arabia had contributed $7.5 million in 1995 to the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA). This was a contribution to cover 
part of the salaries of the Palestinian police in Gaza and Jeri¬ 
cho In 1994. Saudi Arabia also offered $20 million as a gen¬ 
eral contribution to the PNA. The Saudis have promised to 
give aid to the PNA to the tune of $100 million. 


Tunisian businessmen delegation 
visits Israel 


_ The Israeli businessman. Yossi Hadas said that a delega¬ 
tion comprising six Tunisian 


businessmen is currently vis¬ 
iting Israel to discuss means 
of cooperation. It is the first 
delegation, representing the 
private sector in Tunisia. The 
delegation includes agents of 
companies operating in the 
fields of energy, tourism and 
communications. The busi¬ 
nessmen have visited many 
companies in Israel, and met 
with Israeli Foreign Minister, 
David Levy, the governor of 
Centra] Bank and officials 
from the Union of Israeli 
Chambers of Commerce. Tu¬ 
nisia is the sixth Arab coun¬ 
try to establish diplomatic re¬ 
lations with Israel since the 
signing of the peace treaty be- 



j David Levy 


tween the PLO and Israel in 1993. 


Palestinian factions appeal for Arab 
solidarity 


■ A number of Palestinian factions sent a memo to the 
Arab Summit held in Cairo recently. Representatives of 
these political parties held a joint meeting at “Fateh" bead- 
quarters in Gaza, to discuss the latest political develop¬ 
ments. They called on Arab leaders to adopt a unified Arab 
stand and strategy to support the rights of Palestinians, and 
force Israel to stick to its peace commitments. It also 
stressed full support for the Palestine National Authority. In 
addition, Palestinian factions asked Arab leaders to confront 
strongly Israel’s attempt to Judaize Jerusalem and. It is 
worth mentioning that the Arab summit met many of these 
demands as the final communique does call for the estab¬ 
lishment of a Palestinian state. 


Workshop on Living standards in Oc¬ 
cupied Territories 

■ Palestinian statistics are a must if proper development is 
to take place on the West Bank and Gaza Strip. This was a 
conclusion of a workshop titled “living standards in Pales¬ 
tinian territories,” which was organized by the Palestinian 
. Department of Statistics. Participants included specialists 
io.the PNA ministries, universities, research centers and sta¬ 
tistical survey experts. They discussed figufts of Palestinian 
families expenditure and consumption from October 1995 
to March 1996. This survey started last October and will be 
completed in September, 1996. Final results are expected to 
be announced at the beginning of next year. 


Islamic-Christian conference appeal 
for US president 

■ The Islamic-Christian Conference held recently in Leba¬ 
non, called for the sending of 10 million letters for US Pres¬ 
ident Bill Clinton. They called on him to pressure Israel to 
stop violations against Muslim and Christian Arabs in'Jeru¬ 
salem. These letters are being collected from Churches and 
Mosques all over the world and being forwarded to the 
White House. 


Palestinian-Jordanian trade ex¬ 
change gears up 

■ The Corporation for Trade Promotion (PCTP) in Gaza, 
invited manufacturers and exporters to participate in the 
coming Palestinian delegation to Jordan which is to take 
place shortly. This visit comes within the context of the 
memo of mutual understanding that was agreed upon be¬ 
tween the corporation and the Jordanian Exporters Associa¬ 
tion. 

The director of the PCTP in Gaza. Najwa A! Sayegh 
stressed the need for such a visit to strengthens ties with 
Jordan and helps to study the marketing possibility of Jorda¬ 
nian products in Palestinian markets and vice-a-versa. Pal¬ 
estinian and Jordanian officials had previously signed an 
agreement of free trade, but it still requires activation be¬ 
tween Jordan and the PNA areas. 

The volume of trade berween Jordan and Palestine, in¬ 
creased after the signing of the Israeli-Palestinian accord in 
September 1993. Jordanian exports to Palestine are valued 
at $17 million, and Palestinian exports to Jordan reached 
$30 million. 


Arab summit ends with demand to Israel 
to adhere to ‘land for peace’ principle 


P 
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Among other things , the leaders demanded a full Israeli withdrawal from the West Bank and Golan Heights; the removal 
of Jewish settlements from those territories; the establishment of a Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital; 
and Israeli recognition of the £i right of return” for Palestinian refugees displaced in the Arab-Israeli wars . 


By John Lancaster 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


CAIRO—Wrapping up their 
first summit in six years with a 
rare show of solidarity, Arab 
leaders warned that they will 
“reconsider the steps taken 
toward Israel" in recent years if 
that country's new government 
does not totally withdraw from 
captured Arab lands. 

They issued a final commu¬ 
nique demanding that Israel’s 
new prime minister, Binyamin 
Netanyahu, adhere to the prin¬ 
ciple of “land for peace," 
which they see as the basis for 
a comprehensive settlement of 
(he Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Among other things, the 
leaders demanded a full Israeli 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank and Golan Heights: the 
removal of Jewish settle menu 
from those territories; the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state with East Jerusalem as its 
capital: and Israeli recognition 
of the “right of return” for Pal¬ 
estinian refugees displaced in 
the Arab-Israeli wars. 

Of most concern to Israel, 
the leaders implicitly threat¬ 
ened to reevaluate Arab moves 
toward normal relations with 
the Jewish state that have 
accompanied progress in Mid¬ 
dle East peace negotiations car¬ 
ried out by Netanyahu's Labor 
Party predecessors. 

"Backtracking on commit¬ 
ments ... or procrastination in 
implementing them would lead 
to a setback in the peace pro¬ 
cess. with all the dangers and 
repercussions that this implies, 
eating the region back to the 



cycle of lension, which would 
force all the Arab states to 
reconsider the steps that have 
been taken toward Israel in the 
framework of the peace pro¬ 
cess." the document warned. 

Netanyahu swiftly 

denounced the summit outcome 
as an attempt to lay down con¬ 
ditions for further Arab-lsracli 
negotiations, in a statement 
from his office and later in 
remarks to reporters, he did not 
respond to the' Arabs' insis¬ 
tence on adherence to previous 
agreements signed by the 
defeated Labor Party govern¬ 
ment instead, he suggested the 


firm language and demands for 
return of occupied Arab land 
are the wrong way to enhance 
chances for resuming talks and 
moving on to more agreements. 

‘The attempt to impose 
things and dictate preconditions 
in a way that upsets Israeli 
security is not appropriate in 
Hying to achieve true peace," 
he declared. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy, raking Israel’s criticism a 
step further, charged the com¬ 
munique contained “dictates" 
issued in a lone “that could be 
interpreted as a threat” 

- For all the fanfare surround¬ 


ing the two-day summit— 
sponsored by Egypt Syria and 
Saudi Arabia—the main thrust 
of the communique merely 
restated longstanding Arab 
demands for the return of 
Israeli-occupied Arab land. 
Although the communique con¬ 
tains implicit warnings, Syrian 
President Hafez Assad, in' par¬ 
ticular. had sought tougher lan¬ 
guage that would have threat¬ 
ened Israel with specific moves 
to tighten its economic and cul¬ 
tural isolation in the region. . 

Assad also clashed with Jor¬ 
dan’s King Hussein, who has 
accused Syria of involvement 


in terrorist infiltrations of Jor¬ 
dan and argued successfully for 
language condemning terror¬ 
ism in the final communique. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Moussa. however, pro¬ 
claimed the summit "a major 
success” that achieved its goals 
of bridging differences among 
Arab nations and sending a 
strong message of caution to 
the new Israeli prime minister. 

In his campaign platform 
and recent policy statements, 
Netanyahu has seemed to rule 
out territorial concessions to 
the Arabs while insisting that 
he wants to continue the US- 
sponsored peace process that 
began with a conference in 
Madrid in 1991. 

“We have received the 
Israeli message,” Moussa told 
reporters last Sunday after¬ 
noon. “Now’ there is a message 
today from the Arabs.... So let 
us see. As much as Israel 
advances, the Arab position 
will advance.” 

Besides (he peace process, 
the Arab leaders dealt with 
other issues of regional con¬ 
cern, including a new and— 
they say—potentially destabi¬ 
lizing military pact between 
Turkey and Israel; accusations 
that Iran is stirring unrest in 
Bahrain: and UN sanctions 
against'Libya, which the com¬ 
munique decried as unjust. 
They also repealed calls for 
Israel to sign the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty and open 
its nuclear facilities to interna¬ 
tional inspection. 

The Arab countries last held 
a summit in August 1990, a 
few days after the Iraqi inva¬ 
sion of Kuwait. That gathering 


exposed' deep differenced 
within the "Arab nation," as a: 
majority of countries;, led by 
Egypt, joined the West in'cori^- 
demning Iraq's inva^oh. This^; 
weekend's gathering drewjT’*^ 
of the 22 members of the^ 
League;- Iraq was not invito 

Among the ' represent^} 
were 14 heads of state, ibcli 
ing Libyan leader M 
Gadhafi, who caused,a*1 
flying here Saturday ip 
tion of a UN flight baif'i 
ming from. Libya's refiiSi 
hand over two suspects'"' 

1988 bombing of Pahr 
Flight 103 over Locj 
Scotland. 

Gadhafi continued to 
waves last Sunday, ej 
Israeli journalists who, 
cover his news conference 
expressing gratitude to 
yahu for at least being-Q 
about his intentions, eveq 
they are hostile. 

"Who is Netanyahu?-"^ 
new (prime minister) is tha^ 
very much because he is 
ing without hypocrisy." 
hafi said. “This is much befcSscio: 
than one who-was deceiving-tis 2 = L 
The one before him (Labor 
Party leader Shimon Peres) 
they considered a man of peace' 
and then he slaughtered' us”- 
during Israel’s recent military 
offensive in Lebanon. 

The leaders drafted the com¬ 
munique in two closed-door 
sessions. After the second ses¬ 
sion ended after midnight, they 
met for a brief final session and 
adjourned early Sunday after¬ 
noon. ■ 
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By Marjorie .Miller 

LA Times- Wasington Post 
News Service 


NABLUS, Occupied West 
Bank—The way cigarette ven¬ 
dor Fares Sbukou understood 
the peace agreements that Pal¬ 
estinian leader Yasser Arafat 
has signed with Israel in the 
past three years, at the end of 
long and difficult negotiations. 
Palestinians would cMm'an in¬ 
dependent state with its capital 
in East Jerusalem. 

Now, along comes Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu with a new, right-wing 
government, telling Shukou 
there will be no state and no 
capital in Jerusalem. Moreover. 
Netanyahu says Israel will ex¬ 
pand Jewish settlements in 
West Bank lands that, to Shu- 
kou’s mind, belong to what he 
thinks of as Palestine. 

*TVe don’t know if this is all 
talk.” Shukou said, as if speak¬ 
ing for the dozens of unem¬ 
ployed men sitting cm planters 
across the street from him. "If 
Netanyahu does carry out his 
program, we will have the 'inti¬ 
fada’ (uprising) again. The re¬ 
volt will resume.” 

For most Palestinians, as for 
Arafat, the initial shock of Ne¬ 
tanyahu's razor-thin victory 
over Shimon Peres has turned 
into sinking realizations; A ma¬ 
jority of Israelis rejected the 
peace accords for which Arafat 
already has played his biggest 
cards. Under Netanyahu, "there 
is no stare pot at the end of the 
rainbow. And the much- 
vaunted peace process with Is¬ 
rael could easily unravel in vio¬ 
lence. 

Despite what Palestinians 
call his policy of “Four Nos”— 
no Palestinian state, no Jerusa- 


Arabs see Palestine 
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ever 


lem, no return of the Golan 
Heights to Syria and no return 
of Palestinian refugees— Ne¬ 
tanyahu insists he will continue 
the internationally backed 
peace negotiations. Arafat put 
out a similar line to his politi¬ 
cal cadre before heading for a 
summit of Arab leaders in Cai¬ 
ro, Egypt, to analyze the pros¬ 
pects for peace. 

Nablus Mayor Ghassan Sha- 
kah says the Palestinians stand 
by their "strategic decision” to 
end the 29-year Israeli occupa¬ 
tion of the West Bank through 
peaceful means. "Of course, 
with Mr Netanyahu’s declara¬ 
tions. we know this will be 
much more difficult for us. But 
we don’t have any alternative. 
We have to keep pushing these 
negotiations,” Shakah said. 

The Palestinians’ strategy. 
Shakah explains, is to rally in¬ 
ternational support at the Arab 
summit and in Europe. Japan 
and the United States. But he 
concedes that Arafat’s Palestin¬ 
ian National Authority has no 
strategy as yet for rallying pub¬ 
lic opinion at home and keep¬ 
ing frustrated, out-of-work Pal¬ 


estinians from taking to the 
streets as they did during the 
seven-year intifada. 

“We didn’t think Netanyahu 
was going to win.” Shakah said 
sheepishly. 

Arafat did everything but 
campaign in Hebrew for Peres, 
with whom he had shared a No¬ 
bel Peace Prize, and in the pro¬ 
cess angered many of his own 
people. 

in the aftermath of four sui¬ 
cide bombings by Islamists, Ar¬ 
afat launched a massive crack¬ 
down on the militant Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad groups, ar¬ 
resting not only their military 
and political leaders but also 
going into universities, social 
organizations and mosques to 
round up hundreds of suspected 
sympathizers. 

Arafat tried to be understand¬ 
ing when Peres shut the doors 
on the Palestinian-ruled areas 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip after the bombings, halt¬ 
ing trade and keeping tens of 
thousands of Palestinians from 
going to their jobs in Israel. 
Then he convinced his Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organization to 


overturn its decades-old call 
for the destruction of Israel—a 
long-standing demand of Is¬ 
rael’s. 

Peres lost anyway, and Ara¬ 
fat is faced with an Israeli 
prime minister who has not 
even mentioned the Palestinian 
leader's name publicly since 
his election. As prime minister- 
elect, Netanyahu made courte¬ 
sy telephone calls to HM King 
Hussein and Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak, with 
whom Israel also has peace 
agreements, and even to the 
foreign minister of Qatar. But 
not to Arafat. 

Instead, Netanyahu dis¬ 
patched his foreign policy ad¬ 
viser, Dore Gold, to telephone 
Arafat’s negotiator, Mahmoud 
Abbas, to say that the new gov¬ 
ernment would be in touch 
soon. Arafat said Netanyahu 
was "avoiding” him. 

In his speech to the Knesset, 
the Israeli parliament, before 
being sworn in, Netanyahu said 
he would resume negotiations 
with the Palestinians on “con¬ 
ditions.” His aides.said he'will 
present Arafat with a list of 


"demands” that the Palestinian 
leader must fulfill before re¬ 
newing talks, even though sev¬ 
eral of those requirements are 
to continue the security steps 
Arafat already has taken. 

In fact, many of Netanya¬ 
hu's positions are not that dif¬ 
ferent from those of Peres. The 
former prime minister often 
presented Arafat with ultima¬ 
tums and delayed Israeli com¬ 
pliance with the peace accords 
when he saw fit for security or 
political reasons. 

While Netanyahu, 46, took 
office as “the new generation." 
it was the 73-year-old Peres 
who had made the leap from 
viewing Palestinians as pariahs 
to accepting them as partners. 
According to his book, A Place 
Among the Nations , Netanyahu 
holds the old view that the 
Arab world has not accepted 
Israel's existence and that Pal¬ 
estinians remain a hostile 
force. 

In the new administration, 
Ariel Sharon, who has been of¬ 
fered the Ministry of National 
Infrastructure, still refers to Ar¬ 
afat as “a terrorist." New For¬ 


eign Affairs Minister David 
Levy's idea of praise, as he 
tried to calm Arab concerns 
about the peace process this 
week, was to call Arafat "a feet 
on the ground." 

Netanyahu’s distrust is an¬ 
swered with Palestinian dis¬ 
trust Palestinian leaders around 
Arafat view Netanyahu’s 
r guidelines as a rejection of the 
fundamental principle of trad- 
* tng land'for peace "that closes 
options for negotiation and, 
therefore, for peace. And a 
hardline begets a hardline. 

Syria has advocated reviving 
the Arab boycott of Israel, and 
even Arafat reportedly has con¬ 
sidered unilaterally declaring a 
Palestinian state with Jerusalem 
as its capital. Most likely the 
Arab leaders will tie normaliza¬ 
tion of relations with Israel to 
peacemaking progress between 
the Jewish state and its neigh¬ 
bors. 

In Palestinian dries such as 
Nablus, there is a growing des¬ 
peration about the eight-party 
coalition government of “gen-' 
erals and rabbis,” along with 
growing hunger from the pro¬ 
longed closure. 

Netanyahu’s aides suggest 
that, if Arafat controls securi¬ 
ty, the Israeli government will 
open the gates for workers, 
trade and investment. To some 
political observers, it seems he 
means to offer economic in¬ 
centives- in place of political 
concessions. 

But Palestinians say this 
will not suffice. “The people 
are not just mouths to'feed and 
then they will be quiet" said 
Zubair Dubie, editor , of the 
weekly newspaper Nablus. ■ 



Arabs portray themselves as defenders of peace at summit 




By John Daniszewski 

LA Tun es- Washing ion Post 
News Service 


CAIRO—Esmar Abdei-Meguid, secretary 
general of the Arab League, gestured to a 
map showing the vast sweep of the world’s 
oldest multinational organization: from 
Morocco on the west coast of Africa to 
Oman at the eastern end of the Arabian Pe¬ 
ninsula, a 4.000-mile stretch of territory in¬ 
habited by 200 million Arabs. 

As he described it. they are one nation 
speaking one language, linked by history, 
culture and geography. 

But as sheikhs, kings, princes, presi¬ 
dents and prime ministers from 21 of the 
22 Arab League member states arrived in 
Cairo for the first pan-Arab summit in six 
years. Abdel-Meguid’s vision of Arab uni¬ 
ty contained more hope than reality. 

Arab diplomats admit privately that it 
took the surprise election of Likud's Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu as Israeli prime minister 
to get their countries—all except Iraq, that 
is—to set aside their differences long 
enough to sit down together. 

And before the summit started, it was 
unclear whether host Egypt would succeed 
in keeping the participants focused on the 
two official agenda items—the Middle 
East peace process and Arab coopera¬ 
tion—or whether side disputes such as the 
current squabbles between Syria and Jor¬ 
dan, Syria and Turkey, and Bahrain and 


Iran would end up dominating die meeting; 
in the end it did noL 

That (he summit took place proves how 
much Netanyahu’s slim victory on 29 May 
upset Arab assumptions. Attempts for the 
past two years to bring together an Arab 
summit had foundered; this one was orga¬ 
nized in just two weeks. Before the Israeli 
vote, most of the Arab world was banking 
on incumbent Labor Party leader Shimon 
Peres being re-elected Israel's prime min¬ 
ister. and believed that by the end of the fi¬ 
nal phase of Arab-Israeli talks Israel would 
come to accept the key Arab demands. 

Instead. Arabs say they now face an Is¬ 
raeli leader who seems unequivocal in his 
“No’s” to what they had hoped to obtain: 
“No” to a Palestinian state. “No" to return¬ 
ing the Golan Heights to Syria, and “No” 
to sharing or dividing Jerusalem. 

"The Arab regimes, especially the mod¬ 
erate regimes, are in a comer.*' said Egyp¬ 
tian commentator Mohammed Sid Ahmed. 
"More than ever, they are vulnerable, be¬ 
cause they have been identifying them¬ 
selves with a peace process that may no 
longer be there. The only tiling that the 
Arabs have in their own hands is to come 
together." 

The dilemma facing Arab leaders is 
finding the right balance between acting 
concerned and acting tough and last week 
they went for the latter. 

For weeks. Arab newspapers have been 

filled with angry commentaries calling for 


a strong response io show that the Arab 
world is not going to roll over before the 
new Israeli government. At the same time, 
the United States, the main sponsor of the 
peace process, has been.urging modera¬ 
tion. warning Arabs not to do anything that 
would “close the door” on peace. 

A draft communique approved at a pre¬ 
summit meeting by Arab foreign ministers 
last Friday attempted to strike a middle 
course. It proposed that the summit con- 
dude with a firm challenge to Israel’s new 
leadership to "save the peace process" by 
clearly accepting the "land-for-peace" 
principle that has been the foundation of 
the Arab-lsracli negotiations since 1991. In 
other words, summit organizers said, the 
Arabs are portraying themselves as the de¬ 
fenders of the peace process, and cast the 
Israelis as backsliders. 

Anticipating the Arab position, Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy met Iosl Fri¬ 
day with Egypt's ambassador in Tel Aviv 
and denied any change in Israel’s commit¬ 
ment to peace. There are “problems which 
must be clarified,” but “there is no need to 
pressure Israel so that it will carry out its 
desire for peace," Levy told reporters. 

Unlike past Arab summits, this meeting 
has not resulted in denundations and 
threats, diplomats said, now that the Arab 
countries have a consensus for pursuing 
peace. 

It is a strong summit, and it gave a dear 
message; But I would argue that it gave a 


positive message, said Nabil 
Fahmy, Egypt's assistant for¬ 
eign minister for political af¬ 
fairs. “The Arabs understand 
that peace is the only option.” 

Ahmed Nafei. an Arab affairs 
analyst at the Ahram Institute in 
Cairo, outlined what the costs to 
Israel might be if Netanyahu re¬ 
fuses to negotiate seriously on 
“land for peace." He said there 
would almost certainly be a 
slowdown or freeze in normali¬ 
zation among those countries 
that have already embarked on 
new relations. 

Besides peace, the summit's 
main thrust was building Arab 
solidarity. But the decision by 
conference organizers Egypt, 
Syria and Saudi Arabia to ex¬ 
clude Iraq suggest that unity is 
still a way off. 

Rifts have hot healed since 
the Gulf War, when most Arab 
League states sided with the 
US-led alliance against Iraq. 
The divisions mean that the 
Arab League had been unable to 
meet since its failed crisis ses- 
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sion on 10 August, 1990, just days after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait—not even to mark 
the organization's 50th anniversary last 
year. 

Iraq is not the only regional sore point. 


In recent years, Syria has been angry with 
Jordan and with Yasser Arafat's Palestin¬ 
ian National Authority for reaching separ¬ 
ate peace deals with Israel; Egypt has ac¬ 
cused Sudan’s Islamic government of 


sheltering anti-Egyptian terrorists; vand 
Bahrain has been disturbed by Syria's co¬ 
yness with Iran—a non-Arab country that 
Bahrain bolds responsible for an insurrec¬ 
tion against its ruling dynasty. ■ 
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^Atlanta’s heat and the Olympics 


4 By Thomas Heath 

* LA Times- Washington Post 
• i J News Service 
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After a grueling year train¬ 
ing in Atlama. members of the 
US Women's Olympic fieki- 
hockey learn believe they have 
defeated their most formidable 
opponent in the Games, which 
begin July 19: the feared Geor¬ 
gia heat. Now, they hope this 
summer gets scorching enough 
to melt the medal hopes of 
their opponents. 

"The hotter the better,” says 
Hixon, the 
_ team's coach. 


The relent¬ 
less Georgia 
heat with ils 
80 percent 
humidity and 
90-degree 
days is likely 
to play a big 
role in deter¬ 
mining win¬ 
ners and los¬ 
ers among the 
10.000 "ath¬ 
letes expected 
to compete at 
this summer's 
Games. 

Basketball 
players and 
gymnasts 
who perform 
in air- 

conditioned 
comfort don't 
have much to 
worry about. 
But the ath¬ 
letes who 

compete in 
the outdoor 
sports such as 


tennis, soccer, baseball, Lrack 
and field, rowing and cycling 
must deal with the grueling 
weather. Many have been train¬ 
ing in the Southeast United 
Slates to get their bodies accli¬ 
mated. 

Hot weather not only affects 
performance, it also can cause 
serious health problems, includ¬ 
ing death. As the date of the 
Olympics approaches, health 
officials arc warning spectators 
as well as athletes to come pre¬ 
pared for the heat and humidi¬ 
ty- 

Over the past several years, 
between 2.000 and 3.000 ath¬ 
letes from Finland to Australia 
have come to the United States, 
armed with doctorc. scientists 
and the latest cooling tech¬ 
niques that include humidity 
chambers and portable spray 
showers. 

Teams from more than 90 
countries have practiced at 65 
locations throughout Georgia, 
taking over small colleges and 
turning up at remote tracks. 

"Our heat and humidity is 
the best in the US. something 
you don’t normally sell,” says 
Jeff Duke, a physical education 
administrator at Florida State 
University who has hosted Brit¬ 
ish athletes in Tallahassee. 

“I don't think people realize 
the extremities of (the heat in 
Atlanta) ... the low energy lev¬ 
el. the dizziness, pounding 
headaches and drenching 
sweat,” said Kate Kauffman, a 
21-year-old field-hockey de¬ 
fender and member of the US 
Olympic team. “If you haven't 


experienced it, you don't know 
what to expect.” 

Atlanta is also entirely air- 
conditioned, which will create 
a double whammy for athletes 
who aren't used to die revolv¬ 
ing-door shocks of a 68-degree 
room one minute and 90-degree 
outdoor temperature the next. 

Athletes say the heat has to¬ 
tally changed their lifestyles, 
affecting their eating habiu> and 
even sleeping patterns as they 
try to make it no more bother¬ 
some than a stiff muscle. 

Some weigh every ounce of 
sweat. Some have calibrated se¬ 
cret water solutions for lighting 
dehydration. Water bottles are 
everywhere. And the words of 
the day both begin with H: "hu¬ 
midity" and "hydration." 

But more than the heat, it's 
the overpowering humidity that 
has many athletes troubled. 
Breathing* deeply can cause 
coughing. Afternoon showers 
produce steam. Hixon said she 
was stunned when her team 
walked into the Atlama humidi¬ 
ty one year ago. 

“It was beyond my compre¬ 
hension," says the Boston na¬ 
tive. “It’s like a sauna. The air 
just sits on your skin." 

Since the humidity slows 
down the evaporation of sweat 
from the skin, it can turn off the 
cooling system of even the 
best-conditioned athletes. And 
when it gets that hot, says Peter 
A. Kot. professor of physiology 
at Georgetown University Med¬ 
ical School, fans are not terri¬ 
bly effective because they sim¬ 
ply circulate the same warm air 


around the body. 

Athletes compensate for the 
humidity by drinking gallons of 
water often packed with elec¬ 
trolytes. They can also rest un¬ 
der umbrellas and occasionally 
seek relief from portable 
“Cloud Bursts." small shelters 
that contain misting sprays and 
offer temporary comfort from 
the heat. The Atlanta Commit¬ 
tee for the Olympic Games has 
ordered at least 12 Cloud 
Bursts to he located around in¬ 
fields. 

Marathoner Risto Ulmala of 
Finland spent four weeks train¬ 
ing in Atlanta during the past 
year and plans to head to south¬ 
ern Florida in late June to help 
adjust to the humidity. UlmaJa, 
33, said he drank so much wa¬ 
ter that he lost his appetite. And 
without food, he has no carbo¬ 
hydrates to fuel his long¬ 
distance runs. 

Kauffman said she was 
drinking so much water that 
she ended up running to the 
bathroom every 15 minutes 
during the night. Some of her 
teammates got diarrhea and 
stopped eating. 

But for some, the heat is 
their friend. 

"My body works better in 
the humidity,” said Chris Huf- 
fms. 28. a dec athlete from 
Berkeley, California, whose de¬ 
cathlon competition calls for 
five hours a day exposure over 
two days in Olympic Stadium. 
“I fed looser, my muscles are 
more supple." He even has his 
own secret formula of water 
and electrolyte-filled sport 


Tokyo offers unique fishing 

But for the anglers of Ichigaya, their version of urban fishing is relaxing, 
challenging and uniquely suited to jam-packed, concrete-encased Tokyo. 
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By Kevin Sullivan 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Sendee 

TOKYO — Fishing at the Ichi¬ 
gaya Fish Center isn't much 
different from dropping a line 
into the lobster tank at 
Safeway. 

Twenty tons of carp are 
stocked in five concrete tanks, 
tucked between a busy com¬ 
muter (rain station and a traf¬ 
fic-choked downtown street in 
the middle of Tokyo. Every¬ 
day hundreds of fishermen 
each pay $6.50 admission, rent 
a pole, sit elbow to elbow on 
milk crates and drop a line into 
slimy green water. 

Many fishermen might say 
(his is like hunting bunnies in a 
cage. But for the anglers of 
Ichigaya, their version of urban 
fishing is relaxing, challenging 
and uniquely suited to jam- 
packed, concrete-encascd 
Tokyo. 

“What other choice do we 
have?" said Jun Kobayashi. 35, 
who wore a tan business suit 
and shiny leather dress shoes 
as he sat on a crate one Satur¬ 
day morning, dragged on a cig- 
areue and waited for a carp to 
bite on lhe little ball of fish 
meal on his hook. “This is bet¬ 
ter than nothing." 

With 30 "million people 
crammed into Tokyo, every¬ 
thing is built small. Cars have 
retractable side mirrors to fit 
narrow alleys; baby strollers 


arc half the size of American 
models. Golfers practice on 
liny neued-in rooftop driving 
ranges; admission at many pub¬ 
lic swimming pools is for 45 
minutes; people pitch tents on a 
crowded lot near the end of the 
runway at Hancda airport, bar¬ 
becuing to the scream of jet 
engines. 

So a concrete fishing hole 
with fishermen lined up like so 
many birds on a wire makes 
sense, in a Tokyo sort of way. 
To Hitoshi Koga. it might as 
well be Montana, even though 
“A Subway Runs Through It" 
would make a lousy book title. 

Koga came to Ichigaya 
dressed for serious fishing in an 
LL Bean fishing vest with lots 
of Velcro and zippered pockets 
and a camouflage cap attached 
with a small cord. Gazing out 
from behind sunglasses, he 
conjured up the rugged feel of 
life in. Maine (or at least outlet 
shopping in Freeport). 

Next to his folding fishing 
stool, Koga kept his tackle box, 
cigarettes, an empty coffee can 
and a big bag of chemical- 
green fish-meal bait. As the 
teacher and sometime writer 
dipped his pole into the five- 
foot-deep rank, the screech of 
brakes signaled the arrival of 
another commuter train into 
busy Ichigaya station behind 
him. Up the concrete bank in 
front of him, traffic churned 
noisily as a stoplight turned 
green. A dead carp floated 


belly up near the end of 
his pole. 

“I have loved fishing 
since I was a child," 
said Koga, 53. “Bul if 1 
want to go fishing in 
real nature, it’s a whole 
day's project. This 
place is 10 minutes on 
the subway from my 
home.” 

Koga, who fishes 
here almost every day. 
said urban fishing has a 
"special place" in the 
fishing world. “It’s a 
very difficult fishing," 
he said. ‘The carp who 
live here are so used to 
being caught, they 
already have many 
hooks in their mouths. 

They hate thaL They 
don’t want to be fished, 
but they are fighting 
hunger. So there is a 
real psychological bat¬ 
tle between me and the carp.” 

Ichigaya is near what was 
once the moat of a shogun's 
castle. Carp, a sign of health 
and good fortune in Japanese 
tradition, have always been 
slocked in palace moats. The 
Imperial Palace’s impressive 
moats arc still filled with them. 
Tat orange ones that some Ichi¬ 
gaya fishermen said they'd love 
to have a shot at hooking — if 
it wouldn't land them in jail. 

Admission to Ichigaya is 
about $6.50 an hour Tor men 
and about $5.50 an hour for 



"women and junior high school 
students" whom management 
believes is less likely to pres¬ 
sure fish stock. 

Fishermen are allowed lo 
lake home one carp Dn hour, 
although few do. Carp arc 
greasy to begin with, and living 
in the thick water of Ichigaya 
makes them fairly poor eating. 
Mainly, people trade in fish Far 
coupons for more fishing lime. 

Yasuhilo Watanabe, 33. and 
his wife. Ketko, 24. fish at Ich¬ 
igaya about four hours every 
weekend. He's been coming 


for years and loves it, and 
recently he started bringing his 
wife. 

"It’s fun when I catch fish, 
bul it's not fun when I don't," 
she said. 

A few minutes later, her rod 
jerked. She raised it high and it 
bent like the spine of a fright¬ 
ened cat, then went still. A carp 
had stolen her bait and slithered 
away. 

Two hours on a milk crate, 
and she still hadn't caught a 
fish. ■ 


Evangelicals unite against the 
push and pull of politics 


Limn 1 * 1 
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“Active Faith.: How Christians Are 
Changing the Soul of American Poli¬ 
tics bv Ralph Reed (Free Press, 
525,311pp.) 

Reviewed by Michael Tomasky 

. LA Tbnes-Wasingtoii Post 
News Service 

IT MIGHT, at first blush, seem diffi¬ 
cult to confuse Jesus Christ and 
George Bush, notwithstanding the fact 
that both men had their greatest politi¬ 
cal successes in the Middle East On 
the other .hand, such conflations are 
perhaps inevitable when you have 
gatherings with the pitch and fervor of 
the sort the nation witnessed at the 
1^92 Republican National Convention 
*n Houston, where roughly two in five 
of the-delegates were self-identified 
born-again evangelicals. 

So U came to pass that, on the Tues- 
<ky of that convention week, at a "God 
and Country” rally at the Sheraton As- 
trodome, Dan Quaytc strode confident¬ 
ly; to the podium to gin up the troops. 
Quayle, a hero to evangelicals—his 
“Murphy Brown" speech was fresh in 
die national memory—pumped out the 
usual cliches and then engaged his au- 
i dience in a gospel-tinged call-and- 
response. Here, let’s allow the author 
U> pick up our story; “Do we trust Bill 
Clinton?" asked Quayle. 

“Nor the crowd shouted. 

“Do we trust the liberal media?" 

"No!” they bellowed, now getting 


into die rhythm of Quaylc's cadence. 

"Who do we trust?" 

"Jesus!” came back the response. 
The answer clearly caught Quayle off 
guard, and for a split second he got a 
dee r-in-ihe-head lights look. The 
answer he had clearly expected was 
"George Bush." That, we can all agree, 
is pretty funny stuff, so 1 say give 
Ralph Reed points for relaying this 
comedy in his new book, "Active 
Faith." He goes on to describe the 
shocked reaction of the presses in 
attendance, and how he knew what 
fodder that unpropitious invocation of 
the Savior would provide them. He 
does not. unfortunately, tell us what 
answer he shouted. 

“Active Faith" is Reed's attempt to 
chronicle the rise of the Christian Coa¬ 
lition, the huge and well-oiled conser¬ 
vative organization of which he is the 
smooth and ingenuously presentable 
executive director. In the beginning— 
as his followers might put it—it was a 
handful of Baptist and other ministers 
and a comparatively small number of 
activists united around their opposition 
to abortion rights. Today, it's—well, 
you know. 

Or do you? Reed seems lo have 
written this book in pan to tel! the 
impious among us that we don't know, 
that his group has been the object of 
calumnies and distortions on a vast 
scale. And it must be admitted that he 
has a poinL One event symbolized for 
Reed the contempt in which the evil 
Eastern elite holds his decent middle- 
American membership, and it came 


along shortly after Clinton took office, 
during the gays-in-thc-military dustup: 
That’s when a front-page Washington 
Post article referred to Reed's and Pat 
Robertson's followers as "poor, unedu¬ 
cated and easy to command." 

Reed writes that when a copy of that 
article “churned through my fax 
machine that morning. I knew immedi¬ 
ately that we had a major victory." 
Sure enough, after a little mobilization. 
The Post's fax lines were tied up with 
unsolicited copies of Christian Coali¬ 
tion members’ diplomas and IRS 
returns. Robertson found his switch¬ 
board taxed to capacity after he 
repeated the phrase on the air, and but¬ 
tons bearing the six infamous words 
were duly produced and distributed. 

There's a lesson here for the other 
side, or actually two. First, that Rccd is 
right: For a bunch of people educated 
in the country’s most prestigious 
schools. Eastern liberals arc awfully 
Stupid in sneering at ordinary religious 
Americans, a habit that one can trace 
more or less back to the days of 
George Wallace. Second lesson: These 
unwashed louts are awfully smart 
about using such talk toward helpful 
ends. When some right-wing legislator 
makes an objectionable comment 
about blacks or gays, the relevant inter¬ 
est groups hold a news conference and 
demand an apology. Rccd and Robert¬ 
son. by contrast, know how to make it 
pay dividends. 

Liberals will be exasperated, at best, 
by Reed's rather smarmy claim that his 
movement is in the tradition of the 


early labor movement and the civil- 
rights movement of Martin Luther 
King Jr There is a certain contradiction 
here. Reed opens the book with a 
benign anecdote about Pat Buchanan. 
Later, in discussing King, he notes that 
the greaL civil-rights leader "rejected 
Communism as a Christian heresy." 
"Honor might have impelled him to 
note that throughout the 1960s. Bucha¬ 
nan was trying to stain King with 
robust, and untrue, allegations of his 
supposed Bolshevism. 

And yet. lo be fair. Reed acknowl¬ 
edges at several points throughout the 
book that evangelicals do not have a 
track record to be proud of. "When it 
came to racism." he writes, “where 
were conservative evangelicals? They 
were not only on the sidelines, bul on 
lhe wrong side of the most cemral 
cause of social justice in ibis century.’’ 

Nice of him lo say so; this sort or 
contrition and reasonableness (except, 
of course, with respect lo “baby- 
killers" and ’’sodomites") pervades 
"Active Faith," and Reed ends up try¬ 
ing a bit too hard to signal us that he 
desires a movement that is firm in its 
beliefs but tolerant and humble in its 
actions. Yet somehow, when it comes 
to the push and pull of political war¬ 
fare. the Christian Coalition seems 
anything but contrite, tolerant or hum¬ 
ble. Reed would probably call this a 
perception/reaVny problem, but one 
can’t help suspecting it runs much 
deeper than that. The Lord's work, 
apparently, is far from finished. ■ 







drink to keep him hydrated. 

"The sprinters tend to like it 
hot because it loosens up Lhe 
muscles and they don’t have to 
run far,” said Derek Mills, a 
Georgia Tech graduate «’ho is 
ranked third in the world in the 
400-meter dash. Mills can rest 
in air-conditioned comfort and 
then pop out and compete in an 
event that lusts about a minute 
or two. 

Others think that long¬ 
distance runners and some ath¬ 
letes in field events will be hurt 
because they will be under the 
sun longer and are more sus¬ 
ceptible to dehydration. 

"It will make people slower 
in the distance runs. 5.000 me¬ 
ter. 10.000 meter and mara¬ 
thon." said Alan Drosky. a 


track coach at Georgia Tech. T 
would think the marathoners 
will have a tough time as well 
as the decathlon competitors. If 
1 was sitting in my yard doing 
nothing for five hours. I’d be 
drained." 

Hixon also believes the heat 
will be her friend and ally. A 
battery’ of physiologists helped 
her measure how much her 
field-hockey players moved 
during practices at Clark Atlan¬ 
ta University, where the Olym¬ 
pic competition will take place. 
Her scientists examined how 
quickly the players tired, when 
they needed to rest and when 
they went for drinks. 

Result: a strategy of more 
substitutions. 

"The biggest thing we 
looked at is how much weight 


did they lose during competi¬ 
tion and how much did they 
need to rehydrate," Hixon said. 

Any athlete loses weight be¬ 
cause of sweat, but Hixon 
found that there is a threshold 
of around 2 percent of body 
weight that can't be crossed. 
Every half-time now becomes 
a guzzling session so her 
players stay at their peak for all 
70 minutes of competition. 

The idea is to wear down the 
opponents mentally and physi¬ 
cally. 

“If the conditions are nice, 
it’s who is the belter team.” 
Hixonkkkk said. "But if the hu¬ 
midity is high, with the mental 
game and being scientifically 
prepared ... we think we can 
medal with this." ■ 


Synthetic stimulants are 
becoming today’s curse 


AMMAN tStar)—Cat. ice. Adam and Ecstasy— 
the media frequently use catchy terms such as 
these to refer to central nervous system stimu¬ 
lants which are manufactured synthetically in 
illicit laboratories. They arc pan or a drug scene 
that has emerged since the 1980s in [he shadow 
of the abuse of drugs, namely, cocaine, heroin 
and cannabis. 

Some of the synthetic stimulants, such as 
amphetamine and meihampheiamine. originated 
in the field of medicine and were once consid¬ 
ered useful remedies for various ailments: how¬ 
ever. they subsequently found their way into 
illicit synthesis and abuse. Other stimulants, such 
as methcathinone and the group of substances 
known commonly as "ecstasy “ have never been 
marketed, as licit pharmaceuticals; they are exclu¬ 
sively of illicit origin. Until recently, the problem 
of synthetic stimulants abuse was rarely the focus 
of international attention. And yet.* synthetic 
stimulants arc now consumed in virtually every 
region of the world—the problem has become 
global. 

U is multifaceted, ranging from the overuse of 
licit pharmaceuticals to drug abuse designed and 
produced exclusively for the illicit market. Abuse 
has shifted from the functional use of pharmaceu¬ 
ticals to enhance occupational performance to 
recreational abuse. The growing internationaliza¬ 
tion in the past few years of illicit manufacture, 
trafficking and abuse of synthetic stimulants has 
not been accompanied by commensurate control 
measures. It has, on the contrary, undermined 
national control systems even in countries which 
had developed successful legislative controls in 
response to early epidemics of abuse. 

Within each region, the stimulant problem has 
spread from a core of countries which have faced 
epidemics of abuse since the 1950s. A further 
inter-continental spread is gaining momentum as 
well. There are now geographically identifiable 
trends for individual substances. Meihampheia¬ 
mine is the most frequently abused synthetic 
stimulant in North America and the For East, 
amphetamine in Europe and Australia. Among 
the drags, without a history of licit therapeutic 
use. ecstasy is still largely confined to Europe, 
while meiheathinone abuse is concentrated in the 
United States and some countries of the Com¬ 
monwealth of Independent States. 

Several factors appear to have facilitated this 
global diffusion, in Western countries, the benign 
image of these drags compared to cocaine, the 
other stimulant available on illicit markets, has 
been a major factor. The availability of stimu¬ 
lants in the form of pills and tablets has contrib¬ 
uted to the low-risk image of synthetic stimu¬ 
lants. Other advantages of synthetic stimulants 
are their low price and the much longer duration 


of the stimulant eFfecis. Similarly, as a result of 
their “modem" image, synthetic stimulants may 
replace certain natural product-based stimulants 
such as khat . cola nuts or betel nuts in countries 
where they have been consumed traditionally. 

Although the appeal of these drags is due to 
their stimulation of the central nervous system, 
the precise effect differs according to each sub¬ 
stance. While amphetamine and meihampheia¬ 
mine increase alertness and concentration, induc¬ 
ing a feeling of energy, well-being and euphoria, 
the most sought-after effects of ecstasy are a 
feeling of emotional closeness to others, serenity, 
relaxation, and sensual and emotional enhance¬ 
ment High doses and frequent use can have dev¬ 
astating effects on the health of the abuser, these 
effects include amphetamine psychosis accompa¬ 
nied by aggression and violence, convulsions, 
coma, and strokes. Death is also a possible 
result. Intravenous use raises the risk of human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection and 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS). 
Ecstasy has less severe effects since it is usually 
used recreationally and taken orally. And yet, 
heightened sensitivity and surrounding condi¬ 
tions such as those at rave events can greatly 
increase the risks of its use. 

In contrast to cocaine, heroin, and cannabis, 
there are a multitude of widely-available and 
cheap chemical starting materials (called "pre¬ 
cursors") which can yield myriad end-products 
with similar effects. Ways to synthesize the 
drugs are numerous and simple, and particular 
skills are usually not required. The availability of 
starting materials is not dependent on botanical 
new materials like the coca leaf or opium poppy. 
Clandestine manufacture is thus possible any¬ 
where, often taking place very close to the con¬ 
sumer. As a result, trafficking routes can be kept 
short, minimizing the risk of detection. 

All of this has clearly contributed to the spread 
of synthetic stimulant abuse. Future trends are 
difficult to predict, but the past offers little room 
for optimism. It is likely that the diffusion of 
illicit stimulants manufacture will, as in the past, 
contribute to rising illicit consumption. The 
option of producing synthetic stimulants in small 
quantities in kitchen laboratories has some dis¬ 
quieting implications in view of the recent trend 
in some countries towards decriminalizing the 
possession of small quantities for personal use. 

In view of lhe rapid rise of clandestine manu¬ 
facture and abuse of synthetic stimulants, a stark 
reality now confronts Governments throughout 
the world as well as many national control sys¬ 
tems—designed primarily to prevent the misuse 
of licit pharmaceuticals and toe ensure, at the 
same time, their availability for licit medical pur¬ 
poses—can no longer provide effective control. ■ 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor AJ Hussein Foundation 

presents 


THE CONCERT RAND OF THE 
NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 

Barbara Johnson, conductor 
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Wednesday 19 June, 1996- 8:00 p.m. 
College De La Salle 


Ticket price: JD 5 


Tickets available at: 

Ahbhlia Abeh Superstore, tel 688481 
Afisar Flowers, tel 827695 
Babtche.teL 661322 
Caffe Moka. teL 856285 
Characters, td. 07-927106 
Freddy for Musk, td. 692696 
Music Box, teL 815745 
Romero, td. 644227 

National Musk Conservatory, td 687620 
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Star Trekers 

in Jordan 


• HRH Princess 
Abdallah with the Star 
Trek Voyager actors 
Robert Picardo (left) 
and Ethan Phillips 
(Hologram doctor and 
Neleix respectively). 
Prince Abdallah is an 
enthusiastic treky and 
appeared in one of the 
episodes. The actors 
are in Jordan upon the 
personal invitation of 
the Prince. 



Mi Tal 

A historian and novelist with 


a poetic precision 


By Eyad Ammari 

Special to The Star 


R arely one rinds a nov¬ 
elist who can portray 
the characters with 
such honesty. Ali 
Tal. born in 1945 in 
lrbid. is a writer with a histor¬ 
ical perspective that forgives 
the wrong-doers and pleads to 
the victims. 

On The Walls of My Being 
fKamark House,' London, 
1995) is Tal’s first novel in 
which he presents a true story 
of two lovers that eloped 
from their own clans, in 1900. 

Tal says women are treated 
unfairly in the tribal system. 
With poetic style, he leads the 
reader into a historical pano¬ 
rama. from the ancient Fertile 
Crescent up to the Ottoman 
empire, that led to the institu¬ 
tion of the clan system. “I 
consider myself poetic." Tal 
told The Star. “You have to 
exaggerate. If you don't 
offend, you don't succeed. 
Otherwise, people won’t 
remember. There’s no point 
in being polite when saying 
the truth, you have to be 
bold," he added. 

Tal’s grasping style is an 
act of art that depicts the vic¬ 
tim and the murderer. The lat¬ 
ter is no better than the for¬ 
mer because he does not 
know any better. The mur¬ 
derer is ugly by his lack of 
knowledge. 

Tal stimulates the emotions 
of the reader by carefully and 
accurately deciphering the , 
internal state of every charac¬ 
ter. The story is not discon-*"” 



nected and events don't jump 
from one to the other. It’s 
more like a tour in the daily 
life of two clans that had a 
disagreement and took their 
revenge out on their women, 
young and old. 

Because the two lovers 
eloped, the disagreement be¬ 
tween the two clans turns into 
a war. A young cousin of the 
woman she helped to elope, 
she gets slaughtered by her fa¬ 
ther for helping her cousin. 
The father attempts to cleanse 
the clan's honor by killing her 
with the help of his son. The 
brother refuses to help and 
watches. He loses his sanity 
and his life. 

The struggle of the two lov¬ 
ers ends with their return. The 
young man becomes a tribal 
leader. The woman, however, 
who had already displayed 
courage, wisdom and utility, 
becomes' again a neglected 
“nothing" in the house of her 


husband. 

Tal elaborated on the his¬ 
torical events that occurred 
during the time of the story 
such as the Ottoman war 
against Russia. He explains 
the sorrows of Arab villagers 
under the Levant of the 
empire that lasted six centu¬ 
ries. He acknowledges the 
fact that history mandated on 
the Arabs a strategy of 
“divide and rule.” He also 
examines the history of the 
Arabs from the period from 
atheism to the time of the 
story. He does that to ask the 
question of “what caused the 
status of women to deterio¬ 
rate and make them suffer the 
wrath of ignorance." Tal suc¬ 
ceeds in carrying over the 
image, that of simple brutal¬ 
ity, in his book. 

Tal can be described as a 
feminist, but not a radical 
one. He sees that women in 
the clan system are nothing. 


not even marginal. He 
says that no religion in 
the Middle East asks for 
such treatment of 
women. “A woman is 
bound and owned by her 
family till she is by her 
husband. She gets beaten 
up and humiliated every¬ 
day." Through his book. 

Tal wants to expose 
this. He argues that the 
decadence of society 
starts with the decadence 
in the status of women. 
A society is built upon 
the mother because a 
family is build on her. he 
says. Since the family is 
the cornerstone of any 
society, then a humiliated 
woman will lead to deteriora¬ 
tion in society, he adds. 

His upcoming .book. Sheikh 
of Lovers (Minerva Press. 
London), centralized about 
the memorial in lrbid that 
holds the name of Sheikh 
Khalil, questions “how love 
had fallen from a worshipped 
to a sinful act in the past 50 
years or so in lrbid, and 
amongst Arabs in general." 

Tal uses and plays on 
mythology and folklore, tying 
the past with the present. His 
stories are true and he uses 
them as a base. “We don't 
know much about our history 
before religion. For a long 
time people mourned the dis¬ 
appearance of Tam'muz (the 
day of the sun-solstice]—not 
anymore. Religion didn't § 
want to bury history, it only 
wanted to enlighten .people 
about God and his~teachings.” 


Hotel Inter. Continental Jordan to launch 
new summer food and beverage promotion 


H otel InterContinental 
Jordan, one of 16 
InterContinental 
Hotels and Resorts in the 
Middle East, has commenced 
its Summer Food & Beverage 
(F&B) promotion which will 
run until 11 September. The 
promotion, which is the first 
to be initiated for the 
Company's entire Middle East 
and Africa portfolio of hotels, 
will offer guests and 
Jordanian residents who 
choose to visit any of the 
hotel F&B outlets, the 
opportunity to enter two 
draws that could win them an 
all-inclusive holiday for two 
within the Africa and Middle 
East region. 

“In celebration of the 50th 
anniversary year of 
InterContinental Hotels and 
Resorts . guests at any of the 
F&B outlets within our hotel 
will be given one couple for 
every JD 17 ($25) that is 
spent on the value of the total 
bill including service and 
tax." said Rami Mashini, 


Food & Beverage Manager. 
"The more entry coupons 
guests gather, the more the 
opportunity to win.” 

The prize will be in the 
form of a holiday package for 
two people to any destination 
of their choice within the 
Africa and Middle East 
region. It will include two 
return air ticket from the 
winners’ home country to the 
destination of their choice and 
four nights accommodation at 
InterContinental Hotel in a 
double room inclusive of 
breakfast and transportation. 

Mashini said. "To support 
the scheme, we have initiated 
major promotional 


campaign including a wide 
range of point of sale material 
including the placement of 
entry boxes to deposit the 
coupons all over our hotel, as 
well as posters and brochures 
to give more information in 
all the F&B outlets, the from 
desk and in guest rooms." 

The Summer Food and 
Beverage promotion will be 


running in the 16 properties. 
InterContinental currently 
manages in the Middle East 
Abha. Abu Dhabi. AI Ain, 
two hotels in Amman, 
Bahrain. Cairo. Dubai, 
Hurghada. Jeddah, Makkah. 
two in Muscat, Petra. Riyadh, 
and Taif as well 12 hotels in 
Africa including Naiiobi. 
Lusaka, Johannesburg, Cape 
Town, and Durban. 

Draws for the two winners 
will further reflect the 
Company's 50th anniversary 
year, being held after the first 
50 days of the promotion, on 
23rd July and after the second 
50 days, on 11th September, 
in Abu Dhabi. Jeddah and 
Cairo. 

InterContinental Hotels 
and Resorts is a pioneer and 
visionary company from its 
reception in Latin America in 
the 1940s and Eastern block 
development in Lhe 1960s. to 
its commitment to the 
environment in the 1990s. 
The company has historically 
strived for excellence and 


achieved success in all aspects 
of its properties, and 
destinations. 

The company began an 
aggressive expansion 

campaign into the Middle 
East, with the opening of the 
Phoenics InterContinental in 
Beirut in 1961. Today. 
Inter.Continental's 
commitment to the Middle 
East is unrivalled among 
major hotel chains, with 
representation in IS cities, 
and plans for expansion in 
many more. InterContinental 
Hotels and Resorts is owned 
by the Satison Group of Japan 
and is represented worldwide 
via corporate offices in 
Amsterdam. Cairo. Hong 
Kong. London. Miami and 
New York. The company's 
portfolio includes more than 
ISO hotels in 67 countries 
under its first-class 
Inter.Cominental Hotels and 
Resorts and mid-market 
Forum Hotels brand and in its 
Global Partner Hotels & 
Resorts Division. ■ 


Afkar Promos even 
wins prestigious 
international award 


AFKAR 

PROMOSEVEN. 
the leading 

advertising 
agency in the 
Middle East, has 
won the coveted 
International 


Grand 
"Leader 
Prestige 
Quality" 

The 
award 
presented 
annually to 
companies from 
around the world 




who have consistently demonstrated 
exceptional growth, prestige and outstanding quality in their 
field. 

In 1996, companies from Brazil. Estonia. Bulgaria. Greece, 
Latvia. Mexico, Malaysia, Poland and Spain as well as seven 
leading companies from Saudi Arabia were nominated for the 
award which was organized by Actualidad, the Spanish 
magazine of Tourism. Commerce and Industry. 

Mr Francisco Abello. president of the award committee; said 
"The competition for the award was intense. However, after 
careful deliberations. Fortune Promoseven were chosen as the 
outstanding international company of 1996 having achieved a 
phenomenal growth of 529% while maintaining the highest 
quality standards. TTiey are the first advertising agency to win 
the award. We congratulate them.” 

Mr Fadi Salameh, executive vice-president of Afkar 
Promoseven said. “We are delighted to have won this award. 
There are two outstanding reasons for our continuing success. 
First, FP7 has a marketing as well as advertising capability. We 
provide strategic marketing/advertising support for our clients. 
Second this achievement is firmly rooted in Lhe hard work, 
dedication and talent of the Fortune Promoseven staff 
throughout the Middle East We are proud of them.” ■ 


A British car set to break 
sound.barrier in Jafer 



A ONE-seat British car exceeding the sound of speed will be driven 
in Jordan's desert in A1 Jafer. The Trust SSC-branded car is 
expected to break the sound barrier next July. The show will 
undoubtedly attract many car racing enthusiasts. 

A press conference was held last Saturday at the Forte Grand to 
describe this unique experience to happen in Jordan for the first 
time. The conference was attended by the British Ambassador in 
Ammon Mr Richard Hinchdiffe , Mr Aramar Kanan. general 
manager of the Forte Grand, Hassan Ala A1 Din. Head of cor 
activities committee in Jordan and Mr Andre Nobel, brother of 
Richard Nobel who is the holder of the current speed record on 
land roads which reached 1019,44 km per hour. 

Mr Nobel said that breaking the sound barrier on land is totally 
different from air. He added that there is an American team which 
will carry our the same adventure in September but the English 
team will do its best to keep the new records for itself. "The British 
airforce supported the experiment and provided us with jet 
engines." The driver will be one of the British'airforce pilots, he 
said. Mr Nobel said the car will drive 16 km and exercises will start 
at 400 km speed in mid-July. ■ 


Millennium wheel to celebrate the turn of the century 


B ritish Airways is donating the 
start-up capital for a giant 
fairground ride to be built on 
the banks of the River Thames run¬ 
ning through central London. 

The ‘Millennium Wheel'— a giant 
Fierris wheel— is under construction 
on the bank opposite another London 
highlight—the bell tower Big Ben. 
The Millennium Wheel is expected to 
draw two million visitors each year, 
both locals and visiting tourists. 

Almost 100 pieters high, the Mil¬ 
lennium Wheel is only one of a series 
of activities planned‘by British Air¬ 
ways to celebrate the turn of the cen¬ 
tury but it is expected to be completed 
early and to open in 1998. Rotating at 
one quarter of the speed of an average 
walking pace, the Millennium wheel 
will offer views as far as 50 km away 
on a dear day. 

Chief Executive of the world's 
favourite airline. Bob Aylmg, said the 
Millennium wheel received funding as 
it fell into British Airway’s policy to 
promote the millennium in a lively 
way; "The Millennium Wheel seemed 
the most imaginative way to do this. It 
is bold, exciting and exemplifies Brit¬ 
ish design,” he said. 

"It will attract more visitors to Lon¬ 
don which is good news for British 
Airways as the country’s biggest 
inbound tour operator. And it will 
bring fun and excitement to the mil¬ 



lions who will ride on it,” he added. 

British Airways will put up the first 
$900,000 of Lhe estimated $14 million 
expected total cost and has formed a 
joint venture with the project's origi¬ 
nators. architects Julia Barfield and 
David Marks, to fund and run it The 
remaining cash will be raised by The 
Millennium Wheel Company and no 
public funding will be required. 

The Millennium- Wheel itself will 
be suspended from a steel triangle 


with its foundations in London clay. It 
is bang constructed to meet the high¬ 
est standards of reliability in all 
weathers, to be as environmentally 
friendly as possible and to give the 
best views of Britain's capital. 

For the first five years, the River 
Thames will be Millennium Wheel's 
home. After this, it will be token down 
and moved io a permanent site, else¬ 
where in Britain. Each of the 60 glass 
capsulcs-inside. which passengers will 


journey, will be attached to the out¬ 
side of the wheel giving the best pos¬ 
sible view. Passengers will be able to 
listen to a commentary detailing nota¬ 
ble sites in a choice of languages. 

Tickets are expected to be priced at 
around $7.5 and access for the dis¬ 
abled has been included in plants. 

More than half of the energy 
required to turn the Millennium 
Wheel come from Thames tidal 
power, generated through a series of 
mini turbines situated in the river. The 
passenger capsules will feature built 
in solar cells to power their ventila¬ 
tion, healing. lighting and communi¬ 
cation systems. 

Half the height of the Eiffel Tower, 
in Paris, the Millennium Wheel will 
rank as the fourth highest building in 
London after the Canary Wharf 
Tower, the Natwest bank building and 
Lhe British Telecom Tower. 

David Marks and Julia Barfield 
have had previous experience 
designing striking buildings in Britain 
and other parts of Europe. Founded in 
1987— the year British Airways was 
privatized—their company was 
responsible for a prize winning, 
pioneering waicr sports facility on 
Merseyside in northern England and 
an extension to Gatwick Airport's 
north terminal. British Airways base 
at the airport. 


“We ore delighted to collaborate 
with the World’s favourite Airline in a 
joint venture to create the world's 
favourite wheel. British Airways has 
unrivalled experience and marketing 
skills into which we can now tap to 
bring reality a dream which has 
already excued the public's imagina¬ 
tion,’’ they commented. 

The engineering know-how behind 
the Millennium Wheel has been pro¬ 
vided by Ove Arup & Partners which 
numbers 4.000 consulting engineers 
working around the globe. The com¬ 
pany has ensured the Millennium 
Wheel represents British engineering 
at its best. 

The London suburb of Lambeth is 
expected to benefit, from the creation 
of the Millennium Wheel and the ini¬ 
tial British Airways donation. The 
Millennium Wheel will create 40 jobs 
and will contribute significantly to the 
attraction of first time overseas visi¬ 
tors to the area for the first time. 

Local residents will be glad to 
know noise pollution was a factor 
taken in mind when the Millennium 
Wheel was designed and any noise 
and wind created by its turning have 
been minimized. No interference to 
local radio and TV broadcasts will be 
caused by the Millennium Wheel 
except for shows about its construc¬ 
tion and the high numbers of visitors 
it is sure to attract! ■ 
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“WeM, Vem, looks like that buffalo paper you set 
out this morning is doing the trick." 





“Aw, c’mon, you guys—the cars away arid 
everyone’s so dead serious.” 



A G E In D A 


Exhibitions 

■ An exhibition titled Heu- 
reux Dimanche. at The 
French Cultural Center, 
starts on 1 July. It continues 
till 20 July 

■ Contemporary Arab Art¬ 
ists, at Darat al Funun, con¬ 
tinues till 30 June 

■ The works of Rafiq Maj- 
zoub, at The French Cultu¬ 
ral Center, ends today 
Thursday 27 June 

■ Hand-made carpets by 
Mas’ad Basha, at Alia Art 
Gallery, ends today Thurs¬ 
day 27 June 


■ The works of Noelle 
Shawa. at Concept for Con¬ 
sultancy Quarters, continues 
till 30 June 

■ The works of Ahmad Naw- 

asb.-at the Jordan Plastic Art 
Association, continues till 29 
June . .-•< 
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Films 

■ Jazz Singer, at American 
Center, Sunday 30 June at 5 
pm 

■ Blanc, at The French Cul^ 
tural Center, Monday at 8pm 

■ Rouge, at The French Col' 
tural Center, Monday at 10 
pm 
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Power flowing again to the unelected 
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Lawyers. Judges. Novelists. Lobbyists. Academics. 
Journalists. With litde or no public mandate, these 
“unelected powerhouses” shape much of the public 
policy in democratic societies. As disenchantment with 
politicians grows around the world, these unelected pow¬ 
erhouses are facing a choice: take this opportunity to 
enlarge their interests or shoulder more responsibility for 
the good of their societies 
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Of these, 



■ V By Hodding Carter 

jot is A cliche that the Constitution 
SygjijL:' I of the United States is a “living doc- 
I ument,” and in many ways it is, infi¬ 
ll l^y adaptable and perpetually 
I open to amendment. But it has also 
I been forever silent on some of the 
nation’s most significant political real- 
./ •. ides, from the presence of factions and 
parties at the moment of its adoption to 
the overwhelming power of pressure 
■ groups and special inter- RImKnxc 
■J ests today. 

—j' — . In the penumbra of that 
s>u *. silence, much of the real 
.business of American gov¬ 
ernance in the last decade of the 20th 
century has been facilitated, stymied 
and transformed. Most particularly, or- 
I j—■. agonized self-interest has become the 
i . tJCing KongofcontemporaiyArneric^< 


Of course, aspects of this are nut 
precisely new. “The Lobby" has been 
central to the way government actually 
works for well over a century. At the 
height of the industrial revolution’s 
gilded age, big business bought legis¬ 
lators as if they were so many sacks of 
potatoes. WhaL is new is the vacuum in 
which such power works today, thanks 
to the disintegration of party loyalty 
and party discipline over die past three 
decades. 

There have been two re¬ 
lated results of that disinte¬ 
gration. The first is that 
politicians behave more 
like freelancers than members of a co¬ 
herent whole. Each tries to be complete 
into himself, raising money, waging 
campaigns and voting according to 
what are seen as the peculiar necessi- 
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political life—though *■ like that; ties dfbis ownsituation. The moststag- 
1 5mm eland monster, it ishetter at de-~ ' gering' necessity is money-raising, 

: itroying than it is at creating. thanks to the booming cost of election 

campaigns at every level. That gives 
• fj' w ^ those who can supply money in large 

wSuCC prevails? quantities an outsize say about issues 

^ which afifect their interests. Money 

'•„m_ I -4“ talks and the officeholding freelancers 

U.X L must listen. 

| §;;■? The second result 

! . • of the descent into wA3 

powersm 

ers are atomized. 

JF-f-vr It t Vvi 1 4rt~ Votin s “ for ** 
illaiy DULL “d "0* *• party,; 

J their choices are of- 

|a -| ten mutually contra- 

ZDnT /T Q dictory if not down- 

right incoherent. It 
has become com- 
monplace for voters 

By Gino Lorenzelli to cast their ballot si- 

B i have dealt with each and multaneously for De- 
olitical system for more than mocratic congres- 
rears. During that time, un- sional candidates 
powerhouses have always and Republican M" ~lll 

e rule rather than the excep- presidential candi- % Ufl 

dates, or vice versa. 1 

___ iv __within Italy as “occult pow- The result for much 

sfcts^a steady stream of academics, sol- of the second half of 
Ifiiis^Mafia dons, pontifls, business- the century has been divided govern- 
separatist movements and foreign ment, which is another way of saying 
Countries—including the US—have left unresponsive or downright irresponsi- 
44 their marie on the coun- ble government. Another inevitable re- 

^ ^R Tmc ^ without any public suit has been that the parties are less ca- 
aM«r ; . mandate to do so. pable of speaking for the interests of a 

Pitt Since World War II, cohesive bloc of voters whose collective 

magistrates have estab- concerns are broader and deeper than 

f hed themselves as the strongest— their individual ones. 

d perhaps most rooted—un elected No such incoherence plagues those 

j,powerhouse. In recent years, much of whose interests are specific, focused 
' <Heir energy has been spent fending off and organized. Their name is legion 
^nticisms about their lack of account- and their influence is awesome, 
-lability while trying to force elected Rather than being atomized, their 
politicians to stop behaving as if they members perceive themselves cor- 
-were occult powers. reedy to be members of smoothly 

t Italian judges and prosecutors bear functioning teams whose counsel is 
;-j&cayy responsibilities because the coun- heeded, whether or not it is sought. 

Constitution says that they are an No longer operating in the shadows, 
^independent body.” Lately they have they sit openly at the legislative table 
decided bo assert their independence and in party councils, demanding tliat 
-from politicians—by sending them to their well-financed positions be re- 
prison: This is a sharp departure from spected. 

the 1960s and 1970s, when the Italian Earlier this spring, Time magazine 
. judiciary uncritically supported the par- listed some of the most influential of 
hamentary majority and avoided inves- what it labeled the New Party Boss- 
tigating matters that could prove era- es.” As the article’s subhead put it, 
barrassmg to the government. “Who really controls politics? Meet the 

One ofthe most glaring examples of power brokers who will help decide 
this was the plane crash that occurred this year’s contest. They ranged from 
an 1980 near Palermo’s airport, in the newly reenergized labor federation, 
jlvhich SI civilians died.' The likely the AJFL-CIO with its 13 million man- 
cause? A missile, probably fired in er- bers and US$35 million political war 
tor by a NATO fiehter. But the magis- chest, to the three-million member Na- 
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By Gino Lorcnzelli 

jjjjiALiANS have dealt with each and 
\ vj\ '^Jevery political system for more than 

*. .Jj d mi ^2,000 years. During that time, un- 
JSnH .^elected powerhouses have always 
j mgm Sbeen the rule rather than the excep- 

I ^Known within Italy as “occult pow- 

| a steady stream of academics, sol- 

Mafia dons, pontiffs, business- 
^^separatist movements and foreign 
S? W‘ -fcOTmtries—including the US—have 1 eft 
\// *eir mart on the coun- 

W Staff- try without any public 

/ • |U|r mandate to do so. 

/■S.V IMffi Since World War II, 

I '■ - magistrates have estab- 

J|ihed themselves as the strongest— 
perhaps most rooted—un elected 
» ! X^ ,ifoWerhouse * ^ recent > rcars » much of 

^ has been spent fending off 

jEr^: J. Criticisms about their lack of aceount- 

:• ability while trying to force elected 

Jl ' • P°bticians to stop behaving as if they 

De Cfl| s °V I -were occult powers, 
id sefiOL* 5 - t Italian judges and prosecutors bear 

|ionw responsfljilities because the coun¬ 
ty’s; Constitution says that they are an 
^ independent body.” Lately they have 
decided to assert their independence 

vk> ^fr° m politicians—by sending them to 

. L'onrfP 1 prison: This is a sharp departure from 
a ’., J ibe 1960s and 1970s, when the It a l ia n 

^June AftitU^.'J uncriricaft)' supported the par- 

■jl,,. ^ ° r ^Jda*i ^ amentai 7 uuyority and avoided inves- 
i_ at the p tigating matters that could prove era- 

socla0° n ' ‘ barrassing to the government. 

One ofthe most glaring examples of 
dtis was the plane crash that occurred 
^Jiuj^.wao near Palermo’s airport, in 
' .i^vhich SI civilians died. - The likely 


,cau sc? A missile, probably fired in er- bers and Uo$3d million political war 
3 ljnc. * V5 JOr hy a NATO But the magis- chest, to the three-million member Na¬ 
il Ce nte *-«,«. : ►OCCIIU POWERS pace 2 tional Rifle Association and its potent 
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opposition to any form /• 
of gun control. L 

Conservative Chris- f 
tians and energized lib- * 
eral women, tobacco i! 
companies and small f 
business organiza- 
tions: All have urgent 
demands to make M 
and the money to M 
make their de- f! 
niands felt. U 

To repeat, the f 
presence of such n 
unelccted power- II 
houses is not a f 
unique modem f |ro( 

phenomenon, j 
But as TheSys- £ 
tem , a now book — 

by veteran Washington • - 
Post reporters David 
Broder and Haynes 
Johnson, spells out in 
fact-packed detail, they 
“have so far outgrown the conceptions 
and definitions of past interest-group 
operations chat it is necessary to re¬ 
think the way the system works.” 

What is different? 
First, they are larger 
and much richer 
than ever before. 
p Second, there are so 

many more of them, 
their proliferation 

\| I sparked by, and 

I matching, the growth 

^ of die federal govern¬ 

ment's reach and size 
over the past 60 
years. Landscape 
gardeners and elite 
institutions of higher 
learning share litde 
else, but they both 
have national organi¬ 
zations and well-paid 
Washington lobby- 
\ ists whose business 

1 is to influence legisla- 

*■ tion and administra¬ 

tive action. 

Finally, they have become far more 
professional. They deploy their forces 
across batdefields ranging from the 
World Wide Web to local television. 
They, like the Clinton White House, 
are in perpetual campaign mode, del¬ 
uging congressional offices with mail, 
turning out powerful television spots 
and deploying cash to friendly candi¬ 
dates and officeholders. The Source 
notes that in the watershed 1994 con¬ 
gressional election, in which Republi¬ 
cans seized control of the House of 
Representatives for the first time in 
over 40 years, “the Christian Coalition 
cited figures showing that 44 of the 
winning Republican freshmen enjoyed 
die strong support of “pro-family, pro¬ 
life groups.” 

The payoff was direct and overt. 
Quoting another reporter’s work, 
Broder and Johnson wrote: “To an ex¬ 
tent unusual even for parasitic Wash¬ 
ington, the House C OP leadership has 
attached its fortunes to private lobby¬ 
ists and is relying on their far-flung in¬ 
fluence to pass its agenda.” 

A question remains about the long¬ 
term effectiveness of these "“unelected 
and unaccountable” crypto political 
parries. They are very good at blocking 
what diey do not want, as in defeating 
President Clinton’s monumental health 
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Latin American authors garner political royalties for their work 

Writing themselves a ticket 
to the presidential palace 


By Sergio Sarmiento 

W hen a series of political figures 
from die left and center of Mex¬ 
ico's political spectrum decided 
earlier this year to organize a se¬ 
ries of conferences to present 
dieir ideas to society—and per¬ 
haps by the foundations for a new polit¬ 
ical party—they invited Carlos Fuentes, 
a novelist, to be die first speaker. 

In other parts of the world this 
might have been a surprising choice. 
Novelists, after all, create fiction—hard¬ 
ly the land of people one would expect 
to be concerned with political realities. 





Mario Vargas Uosa: politics in his pen 

But writers have often been at the cen¬ 
ter of politics in Mexico and the rest of 
Latin America. 

There are many unelected powers 
in Latin America that exercise tremen¬ 
dous political influence, including the 
Catholic Church and trade unions. But 
none are more fascinating than writers. 
Unlike other powers, the writers often 


do not share the same ideas or political inclu 
vision, and they have a flamboyance Sarm 
and ability to express themselves not gos a 
found in traditional politicians. But turiai 
there is no doubt that they act as polit- posit 
ical advocates. Garci 

Politics is such an important pan of defer 
Mexico's literary life today BFpnipnw , 

that writer and poet Octavio "from* - 

Paz, who won the 19S9 Nobel Urtflpfl PITV 
Prize for literature, recendy IttAlul) III 11 
decided to cancel the public 
presentation of the latest two volumes a hos 
of his complete works. These two vol- Borgi 
umes include his political essays. Ac- cized 
cording to executives from the pub- again 
fishing house, Paz decided that the If 
Mexico’s current political state— sive li 
perhaps the most troubled in Natic 
decades—make it inappropriate to many 

present his essays. Po 

Paz’s essays are elegant, timeless Latin 

pieces that have appeared over sev- efficie 
eral decades; there is litde in them intere 
diat can be deemed explosive. But ditioi 
die attention paid to writers in Mex- elimii 

ico is such that Paz was probably Write 
right in assuming that the public event 
presentation of the two volumes to re 
would have major political implies- make, 

dons. ing ta 

Writers are equally influential in T 
other Latin American countries, more 
Since the 1930s, writers such as the& 
Jorge Amado have been the back- world 
bone of progressive causes in M: 
Brazil, whose former president dencj 
Jose Samey often appeared proud- in agr 
— er of his minor accomplishments erwis 
as a writer than his record in office, today 
Chile’s Pablo Neruda, who died catiot 
shortly after the military coup that de- for n 
posed socialist president Salvador AJ- politi 

lende in 1973, was considered by - 

many to be his country’s social con- Sergi 
science. coluj 

Other Latin American writers who a Wot 
have occupied a presidential mansion Latln 


include Argentina’s Domingo Faustino 
Sarmiento, Venezuela’s Romulo Galle¬ 
gos and Guatemab's Miguel Angel As¬ 
turias. Among those siding with the op¬ 
position is Colombian-born Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez, who has consistendy 
defended leftist causes in his native 
land and in Mexico. 

” Writers have such a high- 

-pm# political profile in Latin 
Ulll America that efforts by any of 
them to avoid politics attract 
a host of questioning looks. Jorge Luis 
Borges, For instance, wras often criti¬ 
cized because he did not take a stand 
against Argentina’s military rulers in 
the 1970s and preferred to lead a reclu¬ 
sive life among the books of .Argentina's 
National Library, which he headed for 
many years. 

Political differences do not prevent 
Latin American writers from acting as 
efficient lobbies when their own special 
interests are threatened. In 1989,a tra¬ 
ditional exemption for writers was 
eliminated from Mexico’s tax code. 
Writers of all stripes joined forces and 
eventually compelled the government 
to reinstate the exemption, wrhich 
makes any income derived from writ¬ 
ing tax-free. 

That Fuentes and his peers are not 
more powerful is attributed bv many to 
the feet that they, like writers all over the 
world, tend to be jealous of one another. • 

Maybe this is fortunate, this ten¬ 
dency to quarrel, even when they are 
in agreement on basic principles. Oth¬ 
erwise Latin America might be ruled 
today by writers, and there is no indi¬ 
cation that they are better equipped 
for ruling countries than traditional 
politicians. <D> 

Sergio Sarmiento, a syndicated 
COLUMNIST BASED IN MEXICO ClTY, IS 
a WorldPaper associate editor for 
Latln America. 
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By Daniel Passent 

F or over 1,000 years the Catholic 
Church has been Poland’s domi¬ 
nant unelected powerhouse. As it 
emerges from the shadows cast by 
four decades of atheistic commu¬ 
nism, the Church is searching for 
its place in a society it wants to domi¬ 
nate in as many areas of public life as 
possible. 

By standing up to communism, the 
Catholic Church enjoyed a spiritual tri¬ 
umph that gave it more authority than 
ever. Today, it claims the allegiance of90 

percent of all Poles. But it 
REPORTING r . . , 

from - 15 311 uis&tubon whose au- 

UflDOIliT thori( y “ based on oppo- 
rlAltoRII sition, first to the Nazis 
and then to the commu¬ 
nists, and it has little experience in deal¬ 
ing with the secular forces unleashed by 
mar kets and ballot boxes. 

This oppositional tendency sur¬ 
faced during the elections inI99S and 
1995, when the Church made it very 
clear that Catholics had a moral re¬ 
sponsibility to vote for people who 
would guarantee the “Christian conti¬ 
nuity” of Poland—in other words, do 
not vote for anybody with a communist 
past. “Let Catholics vote for a Catholic, 
Jews for a Jew, communists for a com¬ 
munist,” said one bishop. 

In both cases, it resulted in a rebuff 
by the voters, who opted in last year’s 
presidential election for the reformed 
communist Aleksander Kwasniewski 
over the good Catholic Lech Walesa, 
whose leadership of the Solidarity trade 
union played a major role in breaking 
communism’s grip on Poland. 

At stake are a number of key pieces 
of social policy that, if they go against 
the Catholic Church, could erode its 
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Seven centuries without an election 


4 Britain’s House of Lords bom-or appointed—to the task of governing 


Moving In on democracy: as voters vent their frustrations on elected officials, unelected groups are gaining power 


a political interest 


position. Ironically, in the current cli¬ 
mate of freedom the Church could suf¬ 
fer even more if it is successful in ban¬ 
ning abortion, preventing a separation 
of church and state, securing religious 
education in the public school system 
and imposing a patriarchal view of the 
family on women. 

Since 1989, the Catholic Church has 
made solid strides towards its vision of the 
ideal Polish society; an ideal that prompt¬ 
ed Nobel Prize-winning poet Czeslaw 
Milosz to state that, — - 

have begun to fear the In a country where the 
Sof'Tt moral nutters are the 

turned to the schools, .. . . ■ 

achieved by an exec- SUBJCCt Si |ll 

utive order from the • ■- a ,i_ 

Minister of Educa- IB WfltCB 111 J 
..non rather than 

Ii amentary debate. CSIlllg CulKflli 

The parliament has, t_li_ . 

however, passed laws tHB B2B2B66 01 
requiring the media . - 

to respect Christian tig 
values and sharply ■ _i 
limiting access to SflBfCi BdS, SI 
abortion. It is now k.. . ■ 

Polish women who 3 POHIICS ill 
are forced to engage 
in “abortion tourism” to neighboring 
countries. 

In addition to spiritual gains, the 
Catholic Church has benefited materi¬ 
ally in post-communist Poland. It has 
been reclaiming confiscated properties 
at a much fester rate than other groups 
with valid claims. It has opened several 
radio stations while private investors 
compete for scarce frequencies. Tax 
and custom privileges have also been 
granted—and abused. Some bishops 
have issued orders restricting the im¬ 
port of cars by local priests. 

This triumphal march has caused a 
significant backlash in public opinion. 

Its approval rating fell from 87 percent 
in 1989 to 57 percent in 1995. More 
than half the population think that its 
involvement in politics is excessive. An 
institution which enjoyed the support 
of the masses during the communist era 
suddenly feels abandoned and be¬ 
trayed, and it is having second thoughts' 
about democracy itself. The Church 
blocked a proposed referendum on 
abortion, saying that ethical questions 
cannot be the subject of public votes. 

The question of the Catholic 
Church’s role in public life is the subject 
of numerous, vigorous polemics. “He 
who says that the church should only 
deal with private matters preaches—con¬ 
sciously or not—the program for the de¬ 
struction of Christianity” says Jaroslaw 
Gowin, ajoumalist for the Catholic week¬ 
ly lygodnik Powszeehny . Another writer, 

Father KrzysztofPaczos, states that, “In a 
country where the moral matters are the 
subject of public votes, and in which the 
process of educating children depends 
on the balance of power within tire gov¬ 
erning coalition, the church has, and 
should have, a political interest.” 

Among those with a different view is 
the well-known Catholic priest and 
writer Adam Boniecki, who warns that, 

“the Church can regain control of every¬ 
thing—property, the media, even politi¬ 
cal parties—vet at the same time lose the 
biggest gain of the past credibility.'" 

Are the fears that Poland is on a pil¬ 
grimage coward theocracy justified. 

The answer is yes, but it can never 
reach that destination. Polish Catholi- 


in which the process of edu- 


cism is not fundamentalist, dogmatic or 
belligerent; it is more superficial, ritual 
and ceremonial. Over half of Poland’s 
Catholics approve of pre-man tal sex, 
disapprove of the Church’s anti-abor¬ 
tion stance and believe attending 
church is not a prerequisite for being a 
good Catholic. 

This selective belief and the lack of a 
militant popular base means that there is 
no support for a religious state. What ap¬ 
pears to be taking shape is a Catholic 

— ZZZ — democracy; a coun- 

farp flip oy governed by op- 

IIIHC UR! portuzusbc polin- 

■ cians who grant 

iipIBB concessions to the 

■ i Church—which 

1Cfiles, BOO wants influence 

, . rather than power— 

ICiSSeteflB- to secure themselves 

j-* jje^OTearthcRWas-'" 

lepiSIBS SB niewski, .who has 

i . 'i been criticized forbe- 

iBwer wrtnin m g too “soft” on the 

Church,believes that 
iOaBtlBiLlM its ability to partid- 

I |J ■ _ pate directly in poli- 

I Hill HR tics is limited. “There 

. r is no chance that any 

SSI church could, at the 

end of the 20th cen¬ 
tury, build a religious state in a democrat¬ 
ic country” he said recently. 

As it stands, the governing, post- 
communist politicians can’t afford a 
struggle with the Church because of 
their past The conservative opposition 
is too weak to succeed without the 
Church’s blessing. Thus the Catholic 
Church has a privileged position that it 
is trying to consolidate and expand be¬ 
fore its wings are clipped by Western 
values and secular democracy.® 
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(rates could not break—without being 
blamed for judicial interference—the 
“rubber wall” erected by authorities in 
Italy, Europe and the United States. 
Only recendy did US President Bill 
Clinton give permission to decode the 
radar registrations that may help find 
the truth. 

Courageous prosecutors defying of¬ 
ficial pressure and exposing govern¬ 
ment lying were a major factor in this 
reversal. The other was the end of the 
Cold War, which removed the commu¬ 
nist threat that served as the rationale 
for much of Italy's murky politics. 

During the Cold War years the most 
popular Italian party, the Christian De¬ 
mocrats, was anointed by American ad- 
^mnistrationsasthgggarcKaTT ofiftaly, 
their job being tb-pre\jent the toughest 
European communist organization, the 
Italian Communist Party, from taking 
power—by any means necessary. 

When the Berlin Wall fell, this awk- 


When the British refer to their legislature fondly as “the mothe r of 
all parliaments,” they tend to overtook the fact that the institution 
first emerged 700 years ago as a means of protecting the aristoc¬ 
racy against predatory monardis. Little of its timeand energy was 
spent looking after the interests off the downtrodden eftizemy. 
Democracy as we imderstand the term today does not have the. his¬ 
torical pedi g r ee we I3re to invest it with. ^ •••• --v 

So the fact that centuries later the nobfo inter^ reta^ a-^iqii^: 
power in the British system of government, with Its ofrn Housed 
Lords, has as much to do with primogeniture as the tradttfon of In? 
herited privilege that provides the buHc of members of this elevat¬ 
ed gathering. Indeed, It was not until the late 19th century that 
prime ministers began routinely to sit in the electelHotrae off Com?. 
mons rather than the hereditary Lords. 

But there are other reasons, too, for the survival of this appar¬ 
ently anachronistic Upper Chamber. One is that, for ai tl^e changes 
designed to place power In the hands of the people, we have nev¬ 
er been able to devise a credible altemafive. Like the popular jhey- 
ofutionarfes who executed King Charles I in 1649 and .couldthfinjk 
of replacing him only by a neo-monarchica] style of government, 
Britain continues to honor its elite with the feudal titles of earl and 
ma rque s s, viscount and baron. We even create rieW tKI^sythough - 
usually only for a lifetime, for those we think merit them. 

Secondly, the vague and unwritten nature of the British ctonstb.- 
tution holds that without a monarch no actual state exists. <knm 
Elizabeth II embodies In her person the l eg i timacy of go ve rn me nt, 
but law and custom bar her from the House of Commons. Her pres¬ 
ence in Parliament, and the symbol of statehood that hnpHcis, ^le-j 
pends therefore on the House of Lords. 

All this presents problems for those, such as the anti-privilege 
Labour Party, who would Eke to abolish the House of Lords. The 
idea of hawing an elected second chamber holds little appeal for the 
British, who tend to show a cynical lade of interest in voting. The 
other option, of appointing members, is equally u n attr a ctive on the 
ground that those chosen would be there only because erf loyalty 
to a particular party and thus their Judgment would be suspect, ; 

At the same time, the public retains a certain affection for the 
eccentric collection off unpaid peers of the realm- - n ea riy BOO of 
them out of just over 1,000 are there solely because of their birth— 
whose function it is to scrutinize the government’s proposed leg¬ 
islation. With politics now so firmly fixed on party Knew, people say, 
the Lords (of whom more than a quarter have no party affffiatfon) 
can at least bring unbiased common sense to bear. 

These days the Lords have lost the power they once had to throw 
out legislation proposed by ttm Commons. The best they can do is 
delay ft or encourage amendment—end then only if the financing of 
the state Is not at issue. So they are hot much of a threat to the 
democratic process and, in fact, may help it by drawing the gov¬ 
ernment’s a ttention to defects in proposed laws. - - 

That Is why even If the Labour Party wins the upcoming general 
election we wfll not be holding our breath for Its promised assault 
on the House of Lortfo.' After alt, the peerirwere therrfirst, and 
nowhere Is the weight of history more evident than in the British 
parliamentary system? '.“i”* r 
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Daniel Passent, a former editor of 
The World Paper, is a columnist and 
EDITOR FOR THE WARSAW-BASED NEWS¬ 
MAGAZINE Polityka. 


ward but durable system collapsed 
with it, rocking the Italian political es¬ 
tablishment all the way to its founda¬ 
tions. According to Stefeno Rodota, 
professor of civil law at the University 
of Rome and former 
vice-president of the 
Chamber of 

Deputies, “Some 
Italianjudges unrav- - 
eled the morbid 
threads that held to- I 
gether politics, busi- V * 
ness and interna¬ 
tional powers. They 
detected and punished a political sys¬ 
tem that used corruption as an instru¬ 
ment of ruling, making and applying 
laws. A system, it should be remem- 


feared unelected power ever—the 
Mafia. Some political leaders like 
Giulio Andreotti, seven times prime 
minister, are still under investigation 
for allegedly masterminding the 
mafiosi, rather than 
trying to quell 
them. These inves¬ 
tigations are part of 
another war being 
^ waged by the judi- 

ciary, which was 
stung into action 
when the Mafia be¬ 
gan to raise its voice 
and to kill magistrates in addition to 
businessmen and politicians. 

The judges reacted. Some banks, 
their chief executive officers awakening 


that money laundering was a common 
practice in southern and northern Italy, 
as well as throughout Europe. Italian 
banks, especially private ones, are an¬ 
other unelected power to be reckoned 
with. - 

When the dust settles /from this 
struggle between elected and unelect¬ 
ed powerhouses, the next step. for 
Italy’s young democracy will be over¬ 
hauling the Italian Constitution. Pro¬ 
fessors, magistrates, priests, entrepre¬ 
neurs all express enthusiasm for this 
task. Only the elected deputies and 
senators seem reluctant.® 



bered, that was going on since the end as if from a dream, suddenly realized 
of World War II.” 


GlNO LORENZELU, A FORMER CORRE- 
S PON DENT FOR THE ROME-RASED f 

Quotidiani Associati news agency, 
is interning ax The WorldPaper. 
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care reform package two years ago. But 
as the new Republican majority has dis¬ 
covered, they are less capable of sus¬ 
taining a majority in favor of something. 
The plummeting popularity of the once 
triumphant GOP testifies both to the 
fickleness of our disenchanted, atom¬ 
ized public and to the countervailing ef¬ 
fectiveness of organized pressure 
groups who refuse to accept the Re¬ 
publicans’ “Contract With America.” 

No one thinks that this particular 
King Kong is going to be put back in its 
cage anytime soon, however. The par¬ 
ties’ weakness grows, rather than di¬ 
minishes. The cost of political cam¬ 
paigns mounts at a geometric pace. 
The tribalization of the electorate 
shows no signs of abating, with each 
warring subdivision engaged in a po¬ 
litical arms race with all the others. 

In short, the United States has ar¬ 
rived at exactly the point that the Con¬ 
stitution’s chief sponsors most feared. 
Many voices speak for faction; few 
speak for the national interest. Things 
are going to have to get much worse be¬ 
fore they get better. © 


Hooding Carter, a former assis¬ 
tant secretary of state in the 
Carter administration, is a World- 
Paper associate EDITOR.- - _ 


Milan, not Rome, has been the nat¬ 
ural scenario of this revolution. Besides 
being the economic and financial cap¬ 
ital of the country, Milan was, and still 
is, the center of corruption trials, where 
magistrates pursue cases of bribery, tax 
evasion and even plans to subvert the 
government. Prosecutors have had to 
fight not only corrupt politicians, but 
also their self-serving laws. Until 1992, 
Italy had a law on the books that made 
a member of Parliament virtually im¬ 
mune from imprisonment. 

When sentences began to hammer 
deputies, senators and their hidden 
lobbies, a war was declared. A war that 
recendy pitted the country’s most im¬ 
portant court houses, Rome and Milan, 
against one another. Milan’s chiefpros- 
ecutor, Saverio Borrelli, quoting an in¬ 
vestigation report on his Roman col¬ 
leagues, blamed Rome’s judges of 
being “environmentally conditioned” 
by the capital’s corrupted climate. His 
accusations grow in a fertile soil. 

This struggle of the elected and un- 
elected has had some unintended con¬ 
sequences. It has given some hidden 
powers a chance to come up for air, in¬ 
cluding a group that wants to split the 
peninsula into two states. The North¬ 
ern League, which was part of the for¬ 
mer coalition government held by the 
media mogul Silvio Berlusconi, accus¬ 
es Rome and southern Italy ofbeing in¬ 
efficient arid corrupt 

The South, which the Northern 
League would like to see as an inde¬ 
pendent country, is home to the most 


.JttCsj .. 


Somewhere In Afrlc 
is a rainforest that is not 
cur, buQdoied, or burned 

The evolution of i 
plane species continue! 
unchecked, and in wUd> 

Ufe are not being, bunted. 

The name of this 
rainforest Is Korup> 

(t Ls situated In the 
South West province o 
Cameroon, and It coven 
arts appnrdnutdT cqui 
size to Oreo ter London. 

It is one of the old* 
apcc icw icfa minfoceaa Ind 
-a quarter of Africa 1 *prfanau --...._... 

In a world full of black predictions about the 
future of our environment. Kotup represents ■ be*- 
von of achievement- - 

For without action, Korup would have a& but dis¬ 
appeared in a mere 20 years. 

That this action was taken wasn't an accident. It 
was a proje ct set up by the Cameroon government 
■ and "by WWF.World Wide Fund for Nature. 

. Their afan was simple! to procect the forest. 

Actually achieving this was not so simple. 

The scheme had to provide a sustainable liveli¬ 
hood for the people who lived nr Korup "that did not 
Involve the destruction of the forest. Our solution 
-was to establish two distinct areas of Korup. The fim 
■was a core conservation area, ro be untouched by 
hunting and agriculture. 

The second was an area of fertile land surrounding 
tha core area on which the forest’s inhabitants could 
live, (arm.and hunt. We call dm the 'buffer wpe.' 

It was found that people were prepared to move 
there, provided that thoy could benefit from 
Improved roads, health, education, better sails and 
water supplies (facilities lacking in die core areal. 

WWF has a permanent staff in Cameroon, but 
alas comm is* tons expert* from around the world to 


Ith the development of 
uffer tone's agriculture. 
Fhe Korup scheme 
rrcmpn to- achieve an 
effective compromise 
between conservation 
.and econ o m i c reality 
Like anything .that 
goes beyond idealism 
and ■ ere rapes!'xo'r do 
something, ir b*s had to 
etbaclu. Some ofithe 
hsbltanm-of thedbtaw 
■ rearmed the more to ibe 
rone, A few of our new 
timebts have faibvl- ir has 
ontfol illcs&l bunting 

.1 udc are me songs that any. pioneering 
. work inevitably faces. Ir la easy to highlight die aega-' 
rives. Bat what we are doing to a positive attempt to 
provide a blueprint for the saving of nature's richest 
legacy to the human race: the rainforest. • 

The Korup National Park proves itbe done. 
And Korup Is not the only reason we can laok/or- 
ward to a more optimistic future. ‘ 

Teams of acaenrUes from 'WWF work with : local 
people to promote conservation and deydop watain- 
able agriculture ail over the world. Tbe'";}S>rup 
scheme, along with similar projects In .the.'Amazon 
basin, die Hunan province of China, *ikf Sri Lanka 
are models for the work that we. would [fhe-.co pro¬ 
mote in many other countries . . 

At'WWF. we are as aware as anyone of thetheeat 
to the planer and TO-the *arvJvaI" of "our cMldfenSuxi ■ 
grandchildren. It’s juK that we would ratheobe doing 
something, than simply making a juntos about it- If 
you would llJce .to become involved; Wuejsi The t 
Membership Officer; WWf ImumaOjonsl 'cH-nSd, 
Claud. Switzerland. Thank-you.- - • ] 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMS 11:50—Nelson’s Column 


SATURDAY 

3:00—Moomin 
3 JO—Pumpkin Patch 
4:00—Blue Heelers 
4:40—Big Brother Jake 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French programs 
7 J 0 —News Headlines 

7 J5—Torke Isons 
8:00—The Album Show 
8:55—Prism 
9:10—Miami Vice 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11:10—Feature Film.- Blue 
Tornado, starring, Dirk Bene¬ 
dict and Patsy kensit 
Two airforce pilots are out on a 
flying mission when they are 
.blinded by a dazzling bail of 
light. 


MONDAY 

3:00—Bonkers 
3:30—Richie Rich 
4:00—Play About 
4:30—Gillette World Sport 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Milner Fenwick 
8:00—Paul Mckenna Show 
8:30—Matlock 
9:10—100 Years of Capital¬ 
ism in Korea 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 
11:15—Mancuso 


SUNDAY 

3:00—The Mask 

3 JO—Adventures on the 

Rainbow Poud 

4:00 —Mac and Muiley 

4JO— The Paul mckenna 

show 

5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—-Varieties 
7:45—Closing Ceremony 
(European Championship 96) 
8:50—Short Documentary 
9:10—Black’s Magic 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Coanlerstrike 
11:15—Short Story Cinema 


TUESDAY 

3:00— Iris, the Happy 
Professor 

3:30—Tennis Wimbledon 96 

7:00—Le Journal 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Blossom 

8:00—Egypt (documentary) 

8:30—Encounter 

8:45—Varieties 

9:10—Star Trek 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:30—Human Target 

11:15—Hawai 5-0 

11:45—My Two Wives 


WEDNESDAY 

2:30—Tennis Wimbledon 96 
7:00—Le Journal 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Evening Shade 
8:00—Super Star 
8:30—chancer 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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ACROSS 

1 Record 
5 Leave off 

10 Wild plum 

14 Court 
proceedings 

15 Composer 
Dvorak 

16 Hang fire 

17 Florentine 
painier 

20 MissLupino 

21 Stratford 
on — 

22 Beginning 

23 Waxed 

24 Hose or 


26 Carried 

29 The — 
Love" 

30 Everglades 
locale: abbr. 

33 Tops. 

34 Arrested 

. 35 Poetic time 
36 Encash 
ac tres s 

40 Summer: Fr. 


41 Pen of old 

42 Confused 

43 VI 

44 Destroy 

45 Sheen 

47 Girl 

48 School subj. 

49 Less moral 

52 Loflobrigida 

53 Bleat 

56 Noted film 
director 

60 Fly high 

61 Confederate 
signature 

62 Commune in 
Italy 

63 X-rated 

64 Leavener 

65 Al that time 


B Provide with 31 Embank- 


DOWN 

1 Surrealist 
painter 

2 Like summer 
tea 

3 Portico 

4 Preserve 

5 Sculptured 


funds riK 

7 Like —Of 32 Ch 

bricks DO 

8 Earth 34 Inc 

g Spanish 37 Lo 

queen nu 

10 Backbone 33 Ete 

11 Telescope 39 Ht 

parr 45 Sl 

12 Single ume ins 

13 Revise 46 Be 

copy St 

18 Swiss river 47 L« 

19 Poll 48 Tii 

activity 49 Lc 

23 Merriment 50 U 

24 Jury group 51 Tv 

25 Anhunan pc 

lady 52 — 

26 Puts away 53 Tf 

for a rainy 54 Ft 

day mi 

27 Raccoon 55 Ri 

relative 57 Ui 

28 Addition '«*, 

29 Miss 53 — 

Thomas 59 Ai 

30 Banquet or 

C |W6_ Tribune MeJo Struct 


merit 

32 Close, to 
poets 

34 Incursions 

37 Lord of me 
manor 

38 Basks 

39 Headlong 

45 Surgical 
instument 

46 Beehive 
State - 

47 Lively 

48 Tiny insects 

49 Low voice 

50 Lay plant 

51 Tunisian 
port 

52 — monster 

53 The two 

54 Farm 
measure 

55 Related 

57 Unfnierest- 

ing 

53 —Haw 

59 Angora, tor 
one 
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HAYAT AMMAN SUITES HOTEL 


Programs on JTV 
from 22-28 June 


A PLACE FOR ALL SEASONS 
4T 38 SUITES FURNISHED LUXURIOUS SUITES 
( a U have a sitting &. dinning room, comfortable bed rooms satellite 
channels, direct telephone a kitchen with all utensils you. may need) 
■** Suitable prices. 

We give you 24 hrs services 

w* : Enjoy the atmosphere of our Coffee shop A T TERRAS 


WJtfTUS JO'XjM.&Sg, S'WFRISES 

' Tta’a AJali Tel. 837175 - 837172 



Fold, starring, Rock Hudson 
and Claudia Cardinalti. 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCA1S 


SAMEDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Que le mcilieur gagne 
6:00—Serie 

Chateau Vailon . . 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 
-Sainte-Helene* 


MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animiSs 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Que le meilleur gagne 
6:00—Magazine 

Savoir plus sanu5 
«Je suis chirurgien. 
j'ai le sida - 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuaia 


Patsy Kensit in Blue Tornado, 

9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 
11:15—Bugs 


THURSDAY 

3:00—Double Dragon 
3:30—Wimbledon 96 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Here’s Lucy 
8:00—Taratata 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: The 
Switch, starring, Garry Kohl 


on Satttrday at 11:10 pm 

and KaLhlcn Nolan. 

The film is adapicd from a real 
story of a Georgian baskcLball 
player injured in a motorcycle 
accident 

12:00—Family Matters 


DIMAN CHE 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Que le meilleur gagne 
6:00—Magazine 

Envoy £ special 
•tLa violence a New- 
York* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports ei musique 


MERCRED1 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:30—Serie 

Simenon 
vLc mouchoir Je 
Joseph » 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports ct musique 


FRIDAY 

2:30—Tennis Wimbledon 96 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Growing Pains 
8:00—Nasty Boys 
8:45—secret Weapons 
9:10— The Wanderer 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Clasac Movie: Blind 


LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 

5:15—Divertissement 
L'ecole dcs fans 
•Salvador Adamo* 
6:00—Magazine 
Thai ass a 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 


JEUDI 

5:00—Dessin anime 
5:30—Varietes 

Le monde est a vous 
•» Charles Aznavour » 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

8:00—Varifit6s ' 

Taratata 


VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
5 JO—Film 

*Le mandarin* 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la rerre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


[PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 


NOVO. WE HAVE A VMOIPMP HALF PEAF 
NEW CAT IN THE ANP BUNP. IT’LL BE NICE 
NE16HB0RH00P. ID HAVE ANOTHER CAT 

. AROUNPl _ 


VV%>F. 


By Linda Black 


Weekly Tip: The sun transits 
from Gemini into Cancer. Gemini’s 
good with words; Cancer’s good 
with money. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Stay 
home as much as possible. Romantic 
commitments will slick. Expect 
changes and confusion. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). 
You’ll learn well. Use those smarts 
to keep from spending too much. 
You may have to buy something for 
your home. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You’ll 
love the rest of this month. Start new 
projects — it’s your Iasi chance for a 
while. Shop and schedule a date. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Warm 
up for your turn at bat by finishing 
old chores. Hide out and do what 
you're told. You'll start getting 
stronger. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Toss the 
ball to a teammate if you want to 
score. Move boldly in Jove, team 
activities and with something you’re 
writing. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). A 
demanding person could moke your 
evening miserable, unless you prac¬ 
tice your good attitude exercises. The 
Arrogant One will get weaker. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). Curtail 
romance long enough to get your lat¬ 
est assignment. If you're invited oui 
for a drive, go. Friends, travel and 
romance are all favored. 

Scorpio (OcL 24-Nuv. 21). You're 
lucky, hut there’s not quite enough 
money. If you choose to get a loan, 
do it. Finish overdue chores. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). A 
bill comes due. Hopefully you have 
enough gas money left for a drive. 
Draw up u budget and start your sav¬ 
ings program. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
There's too much to do — get a part¬ 
ner to help. Research ways to make 
more money and gel your application 
in. Travel afier an exhilarating com¬ 
petition. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Love 
interferes with your assignments, 
and vice ver>a. Make a big decision 
— maybe a forever commitment 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re 
tuned in to a loved one's needs — 
maybe wiih more insight into the 
problem than he or she has. Provide 
comfort and then get back to work. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week; If you're so smart, why 
ain't you rich? Put in the correction 
this year. Learn something that will 
help you unleash your natural talents. 

© tVtb. Tribune MeUiu Services 
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1LWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 


SoBTOF.TTfe FROM 

uy path rae- nets 

GBTTIKtiS A 
PtVOKCE FtZOU 
HIS FIFTH WIFE. 

^ fT*** 


he Y&wre 
to Move 

IN HERE 
FOZ A 
WHILE. 

\ 



HBKEi■ 
■WITH t/S/T 
WH V , 
YJOMD-r 

-OH.1 
set rr„ 


-HOME 
OF 'EM 

EEMAEiaED. 

HUH? 


I Guess FIVE 

alimowv' «y- 

MJSMT& WOULO 
PUT A KIWIC 
IH /UJyTSODV’S 
SUBSET. 

1 \ 



CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 




‘Words of 
‘Wisdom 


The fear of intentional 
slight is greater than the 
intentional slights we fear. 


Overwhelming pride has 
the opposite effect of holding 
those who practice it up to 
public contempt. 


The folly that becomes 
prosperous is later labeled 
success. 


Now arrange the ended letters to form 
tbe surprise answer, as suggested by the 
above cartoon. 


. Ills .more important to get 
-more-oar of life' thairto ger 
more of iL 


Mediocrity talks while 
innovation listens. 


AuN'vrftffB; 


N/AOG DNLLL3D 
— 01 pJErfUOj >| 00 | i(|3inuippi sjaqunp ihjal -jarasuy 


l ism Ml H3DQ31 HNIHM 1QOH9 :siafosuv 


Friends are those who rally 
to your side when adversity 
strikes rather than those who 
flock to you in times of pros¬ 
perity. 

O IMS. Tifluuw Mala Service* 
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“MIGHTY APHRODITE ” (Miramax. ): 

Actresses have had great success in die Oscar race by work¬ 
ing with Woody Allen, as proven by Diane Keaton and 
Dianne Wiest... and Mira Sorvino joined thor group with her 
Academy Award win for writer, director and co-star Allen’s 
latest comedy. She plays a prostitute sought out by her son’s 
adoptive father (Allen); Helena Boaharn Carter and Jack 
Warden also appear. *** fR: AS, P) 

“DESPERATE REMEDIES" (Paramount, y This 
New Zealand-made drama, set in the 19th-ceniuiy. focuses 
on a romantic triangle that serves up a number of surprises as 
it unfolds... with operatic music underscoring the very emo¬ 
tional developments in the plot. Jennifer-Ward Leal and. 
Kevin Smith, Lisa Chappell and Clifford Curtis are among 
the stars of the saga, which offers a bounty of lovely scenery. 
** (R; AS, P V) 

HELD OVER: “LEAVING LAS VEGAS ” (MGM/UA): 

Nicolas Cage became the latest Best Actor winner 
at the Academy Awards for his performance in director Mike 
Figgis’ extremely downbeat but beautifully performed dra¬ 
ma, based on John O’Brien’s novel. The sioiy focuses on two 
people, a just-fired talent agent and a prostitute (Elisabeth 
Shue), drawn to each other in the gambling mecca. *** (R: 
AS, P, V) 

'THE WSKEGEE AIRMEN" (HBO, ); The true 
story of the U.S. Army Air Corps’ "Fighting 99th” — the 
first squadron of fighter pilots to consist entirety of African- 
American recruits — is recounted in this made-for-HBO dra¬ 
ma. Laurence Fishbume tops a cast also including Allen 
Payne, Makolm-Jamal Warner, Courtney Vance. Cuba 
Gooding Jr. and "Homicide: Life on the Street’s” Andre 
Braugher. *** iPG-13: P. V) 

“WHITE TIGER" (Evergreen. ); Gary Daniels 
shows his kickboxing prowess in this action tale, casting him 
as a DEA agent who seeks very personalized revenge offer 
his partner is slain. Inevitably, he ends up fighting for his 
own life when he tracks down the killers; Julia Nickson 
[‘‘Noble House") is the romantic interest, and Mart Craven 
[‘‘Crimson Tide”) and Cary Hiroyuki-Tagawa also appear. ** 
(Not rated: AS, P,V) 

COMING SOON: “BED OF ROSES" (New Line. June 
25): Mary Stuart Masterson plays an unhappy business¬ 
woman courted by a man (Christian Slater) who literally says 
it with flowers. (PG) 

“DEAD MAN WALKING' ’ (PolyGram, June 25): 
Susan Sarandon earned an Academy Award for her perfor¬ 
mance as a nun counseling a death-row convict (Sean Penn). 

(R) 

“SENSE AND SENSIBILITY " (Columbia/TriStar, June 
25): Star Emma Thompson won an Oscar for her script for 
director Ang Lee’s adaptation of the Jane Austen classic. 
(PG) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions; N, nudity; P, profanity; V, violence; GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 


Bridge 


Why Guess? 

By Tannah Hirsch 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 


WEST 
♦ 863 
U Q J 10 6 
0 J95 
*K74 


NORTH 

A 7 

<?9753 

0KQ1087 

* J93 

EAST 

♦ 10 5 
<?AK42 
O A3 

* 10 8 6 5 2 

SOUTH 
ftAKQJ942 
V 8 

0642 

* AQ 


The bidding: 
South West 

1* Pass 

4* Pass 


North 

1NT 

Pass 


Opening lead: Queen of ^ 


South, declarer at four spades, uncovered a line that would 
have succeeded three times out of four, or even with a better 
guess. What a pity declarer overlooked an approach that 
would have guaranteed the contract no maner how the cards 
lay! 

With 8 1/2 playing tricks and the master suit, there was 
absolutely no need for South to preempt. The final contract 
of four spades was impeccable. 

West led the queen of hearts and continued the suit when 
East echoed with the four, declarer ruffing. Trumps were 
drawn and a diamond was led to the king, which was 
allowed to hold. A club to the queen lost to the king, and 
West continued the good work of the defense by reverting to 
the nine of diamonds. 

Obviously, had declarer Finessed the ten, all would have 
been well. But since East had already shown up with the 
ace-king of hearts, declarer elected to place West with the 
ace of diamonds, and rose with the queen. That lost to the 
ace, and declarer still had an unavoidable diamond loser. 

AH those possibilities blinded declarer to the winning line. 
After drawing trumps, declarer should simply have led the 
ace and queen of dubs. West can win with the king, but the 
jack of clubs on the table is now a winner. 

When declarer regains the lead, a diamond to the king 
guarantees the contract. Declarer must get to the board with, 
a diamond, and then a diamond can be discarded on the high 
dub. Declarer' loses just one trick in each suit excepnrumps. 


Si ApStIX — 

An expert is pne who 
knows more and more 
about less and less. 


6 1996, Tribune Mafia Services 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 


Pour le 14 juillet, 
le Star vous ouvre ses pages. 

Un supplement special enfrangais 
sera realise a Voccasion de la fete 
nationale de la France. 

Une place speciale est reservee aux 
entreprises souhaitant profiler de cette op¬ 
portunity pourfaire de la publicite. 
Pour tout renseignement, 
contactez Olivier Bras au Star. 

Tel: 645 380 ou 652 380. Fax: 648 298 


Les Arabes lancent une severe mise en garde a. Israel.. 

%Les dirieeant arabes oat lance d Vis sue du sommet arabe qmse d&rouhat les 22 et23j(tinau' ■■■■_ 
Caire unesivtre mise en garde & I’Etat d’IsraSI, le menafant de remettre en cause le processus de 
normalisation s’ilchangecdt les rigles dujeu du processus depaix. . . • _ 

«Toute transgression par IsraEl (_) des bases sur lesqueUes a 6t6 £difi6 le processtif de pas, 
toute renondation a ox engagements (~), on tonte tergiversation, proYoqaerair nnrevers du.: 
processus de pals (~) contraignant tons les Etats arabes k reconsi derer les demarches >- 
entreprises & regard d’Israel* dans le cadre du processus depaix, qffbme la declaration finaledu 

premier sommet arabe organist depuis six ans. _ _j 

De son cott, le nouveau Premier ministre israChen Benjamin Netanyahu a lux raputemerit rejete 
certaines des resolutions adoptees par le sommet, estinumt qu’elles Staient «mcompanoles>Mi*«: fe 

^Accusant les pays arabes de vouloir imposer des « ultimatums », les dirigeants isra&hens seposent 
depuis en victimes. «B n’y aucune raison pour qu’oo nous pr&ente comme des coupables* a 

declare David Livy, ministre israeUen des (tffaires 6trangtres. • .... 

Beniamin Netanyahu a lux declare que le .processus depaix ne pent fitre tenn en otage par des 
conditions prealables unilatfirales qul constituent une menace pour lsraeL» 


SELON 


Le centre erodes 

stratfigiques de Jordanie 
vieiu de rfialiser une enquece 
aupr£s des Jordaniens sur la 
presse fieri te. Cene fitude 
rfivfele que le quoiidien le 
plus lu dans le rovaume est 
de loin Al Ra'i et que le 
joumaJiste le plus populaire 
est Tarek Masarweh. 

Origtnaire de Madaba, 
Tarek Masanveh est connu 
de tous les Jordaniens et au 
del& des frontifires du roy- 
aume pour son pragmatisme 
et son amour inconditionnel 
pour sa patrie k qui il ne 
prfivoit pas un avenir ra- 
dieux sans I'appui de ses 
voisins arabes. 

il se trouve que Tarek n'a 
pas que des amis dans son 
propre pays et que depuis 
deux mois main tenant, la 
demifire page d'Al Ra'i est 
dfipourvue de ses analyses 
judicieuses parce que ses 
critiques derangent. Maintes 
fois censure. Tarek Masar¬ 
weh ne peut plus ficrire lib- 
rement dans un pays qut 
pretend se singulariser des 
pays voisins par sa democ¬ 
ratic et sa liberty de presse. 

I . Il n'est pourtant ni un 
I traitre, ni un anarchiste. Il a 
simplement le malheur 
d'aimer son pays et 
d’exprimer son sentiment 
selon lequel la Jordanie ne 
s'engage pas dans la. bonne 
voie et que la raison ne 
guide pas ses decisions. 

Royaliste dans Fame, trfcs 
impressionn£ par la culture 
du prince heritier. il est pre¬ 
sent sur la seine publique 
depuis 3S ans grilce k son 
idole Wasfi Altai, qui n'etait 
alors pas encore Premier 
ministre mais directeur de 
radio Amman. En 1964. il 
accompagnait dfiji la pre¬ 
miere visite officielle du roi 
Hussein en France. 

Loin d'dtre riche, ii 
posse de une maison mod -1 
este dans la banlieue 
d'Amman k un jet de pierre 
de la tombe de son ami 
Wasfi. Ifohement assassin^ 
au Caire en 1971. II avoue 
franchement que sans la voi- , 
hire offerte par le roi, il con- 
iinuerait k faire la queue aux 
arrets de taxi. 

Ayant une grande con- 
naissance des hommes qui 
nous gouveTnent et de la 
politique intfirieure depuis 
quatre dficennies ainsi que 
des magouilles qui existent 
dans ce pays, il s'est vu of¬ 
fer! un poste de conseilier 
auprfis du Premier ministre 
Zeid Ben Shaker. Une place 
qu'ii a perdue 48 heures 
aprfis la nomination du nou¬ 
veau gouvemement en ffiv- 
rier, en meme temps que les 
censures k son figard appa- 
raissaienL 

Personnalitfi respectable 
dotfie d’une culture et d'une 
mfimoire enviables, >1 dfi- 
teste les profiteers. les cor- 
rompus et tous ceux qui 
chenchent k s enrichir sur les 
mines de la Jordanie. En ap¬ 
pelant son Fils ainfi Ali, du 
nom de Timam chiite, il a 
prouvg qu'ii refusait, en tant 
que chr^tien. de se rfifiigier 
derritre la religion pour 
faire oublier son opparre- 
nance. 

Jordanien jusqu'S la 
moelle. il n'est pas de ceux 
qui masquent la fracture so- 
ciale que connaii le pays en 
brandissant I'arme du na¬ 
tional] sme primitif et die la 
sfigrfigation raciale. Ses 
amis palestiniens sont nom- 
breux. mais il ne s'agit pas 
de ceux qui ont enfermfi 
I'honneur de la Palestine 
dans des coffre-forts en 
Suisse. 

Abou Ali n'a jamais cessfi 
de dire que nos ennemis se 
trouveni parmi nous et que 
le vent qui commence & 
souffler peut devenir une 
tempfite. Nous ne tarderons 
pas 11 fitre emportfi par elle, 
et ceci ne peut pas plaire k 
ceux qui cherchent dfises- 
pfirfiment h aniantlr la 16 - 
gende d'Abou AliJH 


Souhail Al Sweis 


Societe 


Les boulangers craignent d’etre dans le petrin 


p jplOl* 1 * 


Depuis quelques semaines, les rumeurs d’augmentation du prix du pain inquietent les Jordaniens. Le gpu^ 
vemement assure que celle-ci, si elle est appliquee, n'affectera que les couches les plus aisees de la popular 
tion. Mais les petits boulangers craignent eux de ne pas pouvoir survivre si le prix de la farine augmente. x 


Luttant contre ia 

cbaleur infemale degagfie par 
son four, un boulanger du quar- 
tier de Djebel Hussein peste: 
9 on a a peine de quoi vivre et 
mainterumt le gouvemement 
veut augmenter les prix. *- 

Depuis quelques semaines, la 
rumeur d'une hausse du prix du 
pain court en effet en Jordanie. 

Elle est due & la decision du 
rainistfire de fapprovision- 
nement de r£duire les coQts 
d'importation des aliments de 
base tels que la farine ou le riz 
en les partageant avec le sec- 
teur privfi. 

«Notre but est de prii'atiser le 


domaine de I'approvisicn- 
nement en Jordanie afm de 
permettre au sccteur prive de 
prendre des responsabilites 
dans l 'economic nationale», a 
expliqufi rficemment le Mini¬ 
stre de L’Approvisiotmement, 
Mounir So bar. devant les ca¬ 
meras de la r616 vision jorda- 
nienne. Selon Mounir Sobar. 
les coQts d' achat du bl£ sont au- 
jourd'hui de 245 dollars la 
tonne, contre 140 dollars au- 
paravant. 

9 On etudie actuellement les 
differents moyens possibles 
pour partager les responsabili- 
ris avec le secieur priv6 en ce 
qui conceme iimportation du 


ble. explique Ahmad Merahi. 
secretaire general du ministfire 
de l'approvisionnemenL 

Cette privatisation possible 
effraie aujourd’hui beaucoup 
dliabitants qui craignent de 
voir le prix du pain augmenter. 
De son cdt6, le gouvemement 
tient lui 3 pr£ciser qu'aucune 
hausse n'affectera les families 
vivant de bas revenus. 

Le but du ministfire est de 
d'aider ceux qui en ont besoin. 
Selon les critfires du ministfire, 
les prix resteroot les m&mes 
pour tous les salaries gagnant 
mo ins de 500 dinars par mois. 
«Pourquoi accorder des prix 
subventionnes aux gens aises 


alors que l‘on peut consacrer 
cette aide aux gens pauvres. Le 
secieur priv6 peut s'occuper 
des couches aisees de la popu¬ 
lation et alltger nos responsa- 
biliies» explique Ahmad Mera¬ 
hi. vLe ministire paie dij'a 2/3 
du prix de pain el laisse le ci- 
toyen payer le tiers■ re slant*. 

Les plus inquiets sont en fait 
les boulangers artisanaux qui 
s'attendem^-une hausse du prix 
des mati eits p re mi fires si le 
secieur privfi a la Ubert£ de fix¬ 
er les prix. *Je pense serieuse- 
ment d. quitter ma boulangerie 
d Amman et partir chez mai », 
avoue Abou Ali. pioprifitaire 
d'une boulangerie aitisanale & 
Wadi Sakra. 





Les boulangers artisanaux sont en fait les plus inquiets: contrairement a la population 
qui continuera a bineficier de prix subvention's, ils ontpeur de voir le prix de la fe¬ 
rine augmenter. 


Une reforme qui 
rnquiete 

La situation des petits bou¬ 
langers n'est pas rassurante. 
Leur pain est pfitri avec les 
meme ingredients que ceux 
employes par les boulangeries 
indus trie lies. 

Cest bien sflr au niveau du 
temps de travail qu'une diffdr- 
ence importante existe. Le pro- 
duit fini n'est pas non plus le 
mSrae, au niveau de I'6paisseur 
et de la couleun avec un kilo 
de pfite, un bouianger tradition- 
nel fait 4 ou 5 pains alors 
qu'une boulangerie industrielle 
peut en faire jusqu'h six ou 
sept. Le prix du pain, lui, ne 
change pas: tout le monde le 
vend 85 fils le kilo. 

«Dans les'gmndes boulang¬ 
eries. il peuveni se mttniper 
avec le pain de luxe comme le 
pain & hamburgers ou le pain 
en mie. Nous, nous arrivons a 
peine a faire du profit*, ra- 
conte Abou Zuhdi, qui tient 
une boulangerie h i’entrfe du 
camp de rffugifis de djebel al 
Hussein. 

«Je me demande comment 



Element essentiel , le pain est un bien prdcieux pour la population qui craint aujourd’kui -Si „. 
de devoir Vacheter a un prix plus Sieve. ~ i-' [ 


les petits boulangers peuveni 
survivre?* s’interroge Imad qui 
travaille avec le ministfire de 
rApprovisionneraent pour la 
distribution de 1a farine dans 
les boulangeries & Amman. 

Une tonne de farine-qui dure_ 
3 enyiron deux jotfm&s dans .une 
boulangerie artisanale, * 
autour de 55 dinars. *U faut 
aussi ajouter le prix du fuel 
pour le four, et le salaire de 
cinq ouvriers. En plus il nous 
faut changer quelques pieces 
cheque deux ou trois mois • ex¬ 
plique Abou Zuhdi. 

La recette d'une joumee suf- 


fic a peine pour payer la tonne 
du lendemain. ell nous arrive 
riguliirement qu'environ 200 
pains ne soient pas vendus. 
Dans ce cas-la, je vends ces 
pains d moitid-prix dans le 
camp, ou alors je le donne*^ . 
" ajoute' Abou Zuh'di. -r Comment . 
r*fidre T jsi : Jesm'Si des marines > 
premieres augmentent a cause 
du sectcur priviJ*. 

Element indispensable des 
rep as, le pain ne peut-fitre boy- 
cottfi par personne. •Meme si le 
kilo passe d 2S0 fils, je suis ob - ■ 
ligee de I'acheter *, explique 
une mfere de 7 enfants qui ha¬ 
bile au camp de nSfugies. 


G£n6ralement le prix de pain 
est 6tudi6 et fixfi selon des Cal- 
culs prdcis qui prennentr;en 
compte Involution des saia&ies. 
tEvidemment, nous n’ations 
pas imposer a des ciloyens peu 
aistls. des ptve. incroyables * ex- 
plique Ahmad Merahi pourras- 
surer les ■:boulangeries et la 
population. 

Une inquietude qui ne pour- 
ra etre • dissipfie - qu’aprfes 
l'annonce offidelie du gou- 
vemement qui doit fsure ap- 
prouver cette rSforme par le 
ParlemenLl 


Oroub El Abed 


Sciences 


Sante 


Une nouvelle publication sur la Jordanie 


Le Centre d’etudes et de recherches sur le Moyen-Orient contemporain 
d'Amman vient de publier le premier nwnero de Jordanies. Un bulletin 
scientifique semestriel qui a pour but [’amelioration de la collecte et 
de la diffusion d’informations concemant la Jordanie. 


La cigarette garde la vedette 

Dans la societe jordanienne, les mefaits de la cigarette sont 
encore largement meconnus. Peu d’etudes existent en effet 
ici, contrairement aux Etats-Unis ou aux pays europeens. 


Le Centre d'etudes et 

de recherches sur le Moyen- 
Orient contemporain (Cermocj 
est un institut de recherches en 
sciences sociaies dipendant du 
ministfire franfais des affaires 
Itrangfires. La mission du Cer- 
moc est dfifinie par un conseil 
scientifique sifigeant & Paris qui 
comp rend des reprlsentants 
d'universitfis et de centres de 
recherches fran^ais et euro- 
plen. 

Une dizaine de personnes 
travaillent dans 1'antenne jorda¬ 
nienne de cet institut De na¬ 
tionality italienne. Riccardo 
Bocco. seerfitaire scientifique et 
res pons a ble du Cermoc h Am¬ 
man, nous explique comme ce 
centre fonctionne et quel est ie 
but de la publication du bulletin 
Jordanies. 


appurtenances. ' Enfin. nous 
re m pi is sons une mission plda- 
gogique en accueillant et en 
formant des chercheurs en sci¬ 
ences sociaies. Us d6couvrent 
ainsi le travail sur le terrain 
dans les pays couverts par les 
activitls du centre. 


De quels outUs dispose le 
Cermoc pour ses recherches? 

Riccardo Bocco: Nous dis- 
posons d'une grande biblio- 
thfeque h Beyrouth et d'une au¬ 
tre h Amman. La premifire 
comprend environ 30 000 ou- 
vrages s'intdressant au Li ban. 
la Syrie, au Moyen-Orient. 

Le centre d'Amman com¬ 
prend lui 4500 volumes, con¬ 
centres sur la Jordanie, la Pales¬ 
tine. et une grande partie de la 
p&iinsule arabique. 


Quand a 6tl fonde le Cer- 
moc? 

Riccardo Bocco: Le Cermoc 
a 6le fond6 h Beyrouth en J977. 
Ses activit£s scientifiques ont 
6(6 suspendues partir de 1985, 
& la suite de I'enlfivement puis 
du ddefis de Michel Seurat qui 
fitait alors son secretaire scienti- 
fique. Michel Seurat avait pu- 
blie plusieurs ecrits sur Ia Sy¬ 
rie. 

Le Cermoc a ensuite dficidfi 
d'ouvrir une antenrve Amman, 
en 1988. Et aprfis la r6ouverture 
des bureaux de Beyrouth, on a 
decide de la conserves 


Comment le Cermoc est-il 
finance? 

Riccardo Bocco: Jusqu'fi. 
pr6sem, il a 6tfi prineipaJement 
finance par la France. LTJnion 
Europdenne y contribue en par- 
tie en fin an fan t, par exemple, 
des colloques. Et elle s'est en- 
gagfie h soutenir financiirement 
dans l'avenir notre nouveau 
bulletin. Jordanies. C'esl le ser¬ 
vice culture] de 1'ambassade de 
France qui nous aide pour les 
deux premiers numfiros. 


Quel est I'objectif du Cer¬ 
moc? 

Riccardo Bocco: Le Cermoc 
a une mission scientifique qui 
s'articule autour de trois volets. 
Nous aspirons favoriser la 
dfiveloppement de la connais- 
sance sur le devenir des socil- 
tfis du Moyen-Orient. Nous 
coopfirons avec difilrentes in¬ 
stitutions universitaires dans les 
pays de la region autour de pro- 
jets acadlmiques d'intirets 
commons, contribuam ainsi 
construire un dllxtt intellectuel 
ei une comprehension mutuelle 


Quel est I'objectif de ce 
bulletin? 

Riccardo Bocco: Le but de 
cette premifire publication est 
de repondre au besoin de crea¬ 
tion d’un instrument pour la 
collecte et la diffusion de don- 
nfies de la recherche, et aussi 
d'offrir un lieu d'&hange pour 
les informations sdentifiques. 

Jordanies s'adresse 3i un pu¬ 
blic de chercheurs dlsireux de 
disposer d'informaiions com- 
plfites, de compte-rendus scien¬ 
ti fiques et non idfiologjques. 

Ce premier num£ro est con¬ 
centre sur les 6tudes des cher¬ 
cheurs en dfimographie, g6o gra¬ 
phic. ethnologic, sodologie. 



Lorsque Jean nu 

cot, ambassadeur de France au 
Portugal, a apport£ h Marie de 
Mlcicis au 16fime sificle un 
4chamillon de tabac venu 
d'Amlrique. ce n'liait que pour 
van ter ses nombreuses qua lit ds 
et son pouvoir de gufirison de 
certaines maladies. Au- 
jourdhui, le tabac est considfirl 
comme fit am responsable de la 
mort de 400 000 Amfiricains 
par an, soit beaucoup plus que 
le nombre de soldats amfiri- 
cains tombfies lore de la 
deuxifeme guerre mondiale et 
les deux guerres de Coifie et du 
Vietnam rlunies. 

11 y a aujourd'hui dans le 
monde plus d'un milliard de fu¬ 
me urs ct les stalistiques prfivoi- 
enr pour 2001 Je dlcfes 
d'environ 2' millions-de per¬ 
sonnes i Cause du tabac. Un 
rapport de lX>rganisation mon¬ 
diale de la Santg paru le mois 
dernier fait lui Itat de la dispa- 
rition de 62 millions de per¬ 
sonnes & cause du tabac depuis 
1950. 


En Belgique, par exemple, 
43% des Beiges Sgfis entre 14 
et 16 ans fitment, tandis qu'en 
France 75% des gar?ons et 
70% des lilies de plus de 18 
ans son! Jximeurs. Au Japon, 
15% des femmes fument, un 
chiffre qui atteint 70% chez les 
hommes. La Chine compte & 
elle seule 300 millions de fu- 
meurs. 

Certes les campagnes 
d'information anti-tabac ont 
rfiduit de fa?on significative le 
nombre de fumeurs dans cer¬ 
tains pays comme aux Etats- 
Unis ou Je pourcentage de fu¬ 
meurs est passfi en 25 ans de 
52 32%. 

En dehors du cancer, nota fo¬ 
ment du poumon ou de Ja 
gorge, la cigarette est considfi- 
n£e comme un facteurde risque 
majeur pour les maladies car- 
dio-vasculaires, entrainanL no- 
tamment des infarctus. D'autre 
part. 1c tabac est aussi respons- 
able de l'llfivation de la pres- 
sion artfirielle et du taux de 
cholestfirol dans le sang. Toutes 


ces maladies sont dues k la pre¬ 
sence de la nicotine dans le ta¬ 
bac qui est responsable du 
phlnomfine de dfipendance em- 
pechant de nombreux fumeurs 
de mettre un terme k leur intox¬ 
ication tabagique. 

Chez les femmes, on doit in- 
sister sue 4'appari tion de trom- 
boses veineuses ou d’accidents 
emboliques, surtout ldrsqu'eiles 
utilisent des contnueptifs 
oraux. De plus, le cancer du 
poumon est aujourd'hui le pre¬ 
mier cas de cancer chez les 
femmes alors qu'if ’n'amvait 
qu'en dixjfime position en 
1955. 

Sans une rfielle volontfi 
d arreter de fumer, il est diffi- 
cile de convaincre Jes gens de 
ne plus fumer malgrfi toutes les 
campa g nes d'informatioo^qui 
existehL 

Et ici toot particuliferemeht.-'o0 
la cigarette est tolfirfie paitout, 
y compris dans les transports 
on les lieox publics.* 



SnhaO ALSWds 
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sciences politiques a histoire 
traitant de la Jordanie de 1850 h 
nos jours. - 

Ce bulletin, a fitfi imprimfi 
dans une version franco- 
anglaise mais on souhaiterait 
qu’ii puisse, dans l’avenir, fitre 
pubifi en arabe. 


700 num£ros, et le proposer h 
la veme. 


Quel est Ia diffusion de ce 
bulletin? 

Riccardo Bocco: Ce semes¬ 
triel a £t£ tir£ k 700 exem- 
plaires. C’est un numfiro test 
distribufi aux centres de re¬ 
cherche et aux chercheurs. On 
pense drer le deuxifime exem- 
plarre. pnSvu en d£cembre, h 


Sur . quels adtres projets 
travaille le Cermoc? 

Riccardo - .Bocco: Nous 
avons un projet de recherches 
sur l'histoire des 50 annfies 
d’indfipendance de Ia Jordanie, 
ainsi que sur les relations entre 
la Jordanie et la Palestine. Le 
financement de ees projets est 
assez diversify, et la Suisse, 
notamment, y participera.1 


Vid6o 

Hommage h Kxyzstof Kieslowski, cin6aste polonais ddcddd en mazs demier; . V 
Ce n est qu apres vingt ans d'activite que ce rdalisateur polonais connait'inie J v6" 
ritable reconnaissance Internationale avec «La double vie de Viranique* en 1991, ; 

11 devient ensuite un hote privil^gid de la France et se lance dans un tryptique, 
«Trois couleurs: Bleu-Blanc-Rouge* (1993-1994) qui decline la symbolique de i789 
(Liberte^ Egalite, Fratemifce). ■ ; ■. 

“Blanc* puis “Rouge*, le ler juillet a partir de 2Qh au CCF. ' > ^ 




Expo-photo . 2 : 

«Heureux dixnanche^: 35 tirages noir et blanc iliustrent un demt%ifecle- 
1966) de loisirs, de plaisirs et de dive> . ''p r : 

basements vus par des photographes in- 
scrits dans le mouvement humanists 
(Denise Colomb/ Marcel Bovis r ..). 

Du ler au 20 juillet au Centre culturel ^ 

frarujais. 




Soufid Retjtl Ennimer 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 661026/7 

American Centre Library. 820101 

British Council.636147/8 

french Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute.-.641993 

Cen. antes Institute (Spanish).610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre.639777 

Haya Arts Centre.665195 

Y.W.C.A.641793 

Y.W.M.A.664251 

Darat al Funun.643252 

Alia An Gallery.639303 

Baladna Art Gallery.657132 

Nabil Al Mashini Thezie.675571 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema.. 677420 

Plaza Cinema...1199238 

Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.667181/5 

Orthodox Club.310491 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Roval Shooting Club.736572 

■Royal Chess Club.073713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R.S.C.N.837931/837937 



Government Depts. 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
of SAeeWAY Bldg.. GSHNANA Center - Jabal Alhussien D DOWNTOWN cail S803S7 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Ammon Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture.686151 

Awqaf &. Islamic Affairs.666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman.636391 

Education & Higher Education.6691 Si 

Energy & Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance.. 636521 

Foreign Aftairs.644361 

Industry & Trade.6o3l9l 

Information.641467 

Interior Ministry . 663111 

Justice...063101 


Labour.-.698186 

Municipalities & Environment.641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning .644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public Health .665131 

Public Works & Housing .6684SI 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies.602121 

Tourism & Antiquities. 642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation ...6S010Q 

Youth / University.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini. 664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian. 675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen. 603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greeks. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian .. 637262 

Indonesian.S2S911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian—. 638185 

Japanese .. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan'. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate.63672(1 

ftbrth'Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy.644932/4 

Omani... 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines.-. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari .6S2666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian .814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki, Consulate .645312 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Taiwan. f>71530 

Tunisian.. 674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

U.A.E .. 643347/643341 

United IGngdom..823100 

United States. 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 66S191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

1CRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 66SI71/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Airyemcn).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delia Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines. 643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hunearian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines. 643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines. 640200 

PI A . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qarnas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 ' 

Sudan Airlines.694501 1 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

US Air.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways.637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Right Info.(08) 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.... 199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.8974b7/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.. 664104/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh...,775l 11/26 

Al-Muashcr Hospital.667227/9 

Ainal Hospital.674155 1 

Army. Marku.8y 1611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 
italian-Al-Muhajreen. ...7771111/3 
Jabal Amman Maternity . o423G2 

Khalcdi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhaz. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.... 604171/4 
Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.60743) , 

The Islamic. Abdali ... 666127/37 1 
University Hospital. 845845 I 

General ] 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Posi Office Info. 7509S1/2/3 

Telephone Information. 121 
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Hotel Suites 

Luxury]Tel 

® Comfort f 
(§ Service^ 

® Location 


Sweifvieh 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 





THE BEST MUSIC STORE 

-- «■.< ' • 

...J- . 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

|T > ^ "* £ ‘IT •*$ £ r r ' C. 


CARDENS ST 


-Hut. 


“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
even' kid’s meal ” 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gibs available 



Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almuuhiuscb Center. 


^HOSPITALITY 1 

>r 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



T e l : 666 705 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba. 314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Int’l. 312426 

Miramar.314340 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 

ttz-) ■ ■ c. J"«=z3a’- ^ J• T> »r 
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Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 
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Cafe Restaurant 


Different 

■sxp®* 





Beautv Institute 

■ • • •» . . . 

O Facials 

O Body skin treatment 
O Mak e:-up 

O European manicures & 
padicures 





Develop your colour film at our 
shop and gee 

w JUMBO photo size 
30 larger 
w free enlargement 
20 X 30 cm 




The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


_ >r. jp ” 

■' 1 -T** w ■J-*™ 

Your first choice in Aqaba 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 

■j * * * 

For reservations call (03) 316636 S 

Fax (03) 318246 | 
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11cull Oilin' \l Misilar Sir. Jonl-in t niw rsilx SI 
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S a few a v - T e 1: 68531 1 
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uuii wniiui run uuva nanviwwi 

j ^Professional Drycleaning 

i / *Shoes Repair . 

*Darning _‘ T' 

*£ngraving 

*Upholstery &. Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 


Available at: . 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique 


i; n v 

i- L su 


Al - Jaber Shopping Center , Mecca St. Phone : 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


11 m 









l 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


VVasfi Al- Tal SL 

Tel; 695180 
Fax: 682525 




• j.' -rp -,vr • * 2 ) 


■J we offer:- 

i 4 . Computerized Engine Check «$■ Electro Mechanical car check „ 
r ^ 1 J a Automatic & Manual car wash services v wheel balance maintenance ; 






CARRIAGE CARRIAGE RentaCar CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


❖ Oil Change 

Wasfi Al-Tal St. Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 




Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 

A Touch Of Class In T1 .., - - 

True Arabian Style S^sstlL£. 2 j 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


Ah’ Shmeisani, Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg . Tel.: 698005 
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Have you 

noticed: 


BYTE Ltd. 


THE STAR'S 







COMPUTING & HIGVrTECH ^ 

......---- ' 


Edited by Zeid Nasser 


Everyone is talking 
about the Internet 
and on-line services. 

The Workstation 
page is truning into 
the forum for these 
topics. 

Fax us on 648298 or 
email us at 
Star&N ETS.com. Jo 
with your views. 
We and our readers 
want to know them. 


announces ByteQuest v4 
& OptiFax 2 


The profound impact of email on the fax’s future: 

To fax or to email, 


there is no question 


Jawad Abbassi 
Special to The Star 


THE COMMUNICATIONS 
revohnion is one of the most 
important factors in spearhead¬ 
ing the trend to a more global 
economy. 

The family of the 
telegraph, telephone 
and" telex technology 
has increasingly 
allowed business peo¬ 
ple to communicate 
effectively and. thus, 
has all facilitated the 
performance of busi¬ 
ness across borders. 

A relatively new 
addition to the com¬ 
munications family, 
the Fax. grew to 

become a very popu¬ 
lar and effective way 
to send messages 

instantly over phone 
lines. Also, the fax's 
retaining of the mes¬ 
sages' original shape 
allowed for sending 
diagrams and pictures which 
added to its popularity. 

While the fax was enjoying its 
glory days as the ultimate com¬ 
munications solution for busi¬ 
ness. a new entrant was making 
constant progress towards 

removing the fax from the helm. 

The Internet’s most common 
use. email, was steadily moving 
away from usage confined to 
academia and research centers to 
becoming a cost effective busi¬ 
ness communications tool. 

While the Internet started as a 
project for the US Defense 
Department to be later used by 
universities for research pur¬ 
poses. it soon found its strong 
applicability in business through 
its email—for communica¬ 


tions—and World Wide Web— 
for advertisement and Interactive 
commerce. 

As making use of email over 
the Internet only requires invest¬ 
ing in a modem, a computer and 
getting an email address from an 
Internet Service Provider, busi¬ 



nesses—particularly in the die 
Internet's Old World: The 
United States—began adopting it 
as a substitute to faxes. This 
switch was a very logical step by 
all means. Whereas fax rates 
depend on the destination, email 
sent to China or Jordan would 
cost the same, little, amount of 
money. In addition, email allows 
for attaching computer files of all 
types, be they graphs or spread 
sheet and it virtually eliminates 
the use of paper needed for 
receipt of foxes. 

Furthermore, using email 
doesn't require any special com¬ 
munication infrastructure 

because modems allow comput¬ 
ers to connect to the Internet over 
regular phone lines. All of this 


have added to the attractiveness 
of email over the use of foxes. 

Of course, using email 
required that the receiving party 
also has an email address, which 
wasn't always possible. 

Fax. therefore, remained the 
only option to communicate with 
the Internet's new and 
untapped world (i.e. coun¬ 
tries without a big Internet 
community). 

This last hurdle, how¬ 
ever, didn’t stop email pro¬ 
viders from coming up 
with ways to still make use 
of email to reduce their 
customers' fox bills. This 
could be achieved by offer¬ 
ing “email to fax" ser¬ 
vices. These services 
mainly relay the fax as an 
email message to a fox 
broadcasting server nearer 
to the destination, faxing 
the email message from 
that server. Consequently, 
this results in a reduced fax 
charge as the email mes¬ 
sage is sent from a place 
with cheaper fax rates. Unlike 
Call Back services, this is quite a 
legal operation; a fax sent from 
Jordan to the US would be 
relayed as email over the Internet 
to a fox gateway in foe US to be 
faxed from there. U, therefore, 
will not use Jordan's interna¬ 
tional phone circuits without 
paying for it, as Call Back ser¬ 
vices do. Rather, it will be reliev¬ 
ing the international phone cir¬ 
cuit of Jordan from some of its 
load which will improve the ser¬ 
vice for foe regular users of 
phones and faxes. 

It would be a safe bet to say 
that regular fax-to-fax and email- 
to-fox communications will keep 
on diminishing, :handing. over 
more and more traffic volume to 
email messaging This trend’s 


BYTE LTD recently witnessed 
a marked activity with the 
release of ByteQuest v4 and 
OptiFax 2. 

ByteQuest v4 is a production 
level document & image man¬ 
agement system. The new ver¬ 
sion adds to ByteQuest a range 
of new capabilities that 
enhances its functionality as 
well as its scalability and flexi¬ 
bility. It features a 32 bit (NT 
and Windows 951 ODBC com¬ 
pliant hierarchical file classifica¬ 
tion module that provides 
advanced File Folder Manage¬ 
ment functions. This allows 

ByteQuest users to organize 
documents in a multi-level filing 
structure that is presented to 
users in a visual tree several lev¬ 
els deep. 

Enhancements in input, stor¬ 
age and output features provide 
easier and more powerful image 
manipulation and transfer. It 
also provides new security, 
extending document access 
security to foe page and sub- 
page levels. ByteQuest v4 fea¬ 
tures an intimate integration 


with foe PC DOCS Open Docu¬ 
ment Management System to 
provide a seamless environment 
for the management of document 
images, texts and paper. Users 
can profile text documents from 
Word, WordPerfect. Excel and 
others in DOCs Open. Then, 
they can be classified m the hier¬ 
archical file classification struc¬ 
ture built-in ByteQuest v4. 

Also, Byte LtcL announced 
the release of foe OptiFax 2. the 
first solution for the automatic 
capture, storage and retrieval of 
all fox transmissions through an 
organization's fax machine. 

The OptiFax system is an 
advanced and versatile facsimile 
capture and management system 
capable of automatically inter¬ 
cepting incoming and outgoing 
facsimile transmissions without 
any interference with the flow of 
these faxes to their target destina¬ 
tions. Intercepted faxes are auto¬ 
matically filed into the OptiFax 
system using key indentitiers 
including the source and destina¬ 
tion phone numbers, foe time and 
date stamps, and the number of 


pages transmitted 

Once a fox document has been 
raptured and filed in OptiFax, it 
can be searched for using one or. 
a combination of the key labels it 
was filed under. It can then be 
retrieved on screen or sent to a 
printer. The fax images can be 
stored on magnetic storage, opti¬ 
cal stora g e or CD-ROM subsys¬ 
tems. WORM (Write Once Read 
Many) technology and erasable 
technology are supported. 

As businesses rely heavily on 
fax systems, there is a need for a 
reliable and accurate record of all 
transmitted and received foxes, 
also providing the ease of 
retrieval upon demand. That’s 
what OptiFax 2 seeks to provide; - 
comprehensively. 

Byte Ltd. is a leading devel¬ 
oper of open client/server based 
document & image management 
and workflow automation 
systems. 

For more information on Byte 
Ltd: products in Jordan, contact 
Tantash Information Systems 
Group (TISG) at telephone 
689252. ■ 
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Where are the shows? 


News update 


Sizzling performance from 
AST Advantage home PCs 


• AST has introduced its new 
Advantage multimedia PCs in 
foe Middle East 

The new Advantage PC offers 
a range of Intel Pentium proces¬ 
sors. including a I 66 MHz model, 
foe fastest Pentium processor on 
the market. AST has boosted the 
performance of its Advantage 
line with 6 x CD-ROM drives 
and triple-disc changers. Advan¬ 
tage PCs come bundled with a 
wide selection of popular CD 
software tildes. 

As the Internet continues to 
take hold in foe Middle East. 
AST has equipped foe re¬ 


generation Advantage models 
with high-speed 28.8 Kbps 
modems and. with Microsoft 
Windows 95 installed as stan¬ 
dard including Microsoft 
Explorer Internet browser, the 
new model is all set to go on¬ 
line. 


Sakhr Software on the 
World Wide Web 


momentum will increase as the 
Internet explores its new world 
and starts propagating the con¬ 
cepts of cost effective and relia¬ 
ble communications around the 
world. 

The fox. therefore, would con¬ 
tinue to live its final years under 
constant pressure from its young¬ 
est sibling—email—to finally 
move into foe background like its 
predecessor. The telegraph. This 
may be'to the bad fortune of foe 
fax, but it would certainly be to 
the increased glory of foe com¬ 
munications family. ■ 


Jawad Abbassi can be 
reached at e mail a ddress: 
abbassi &NETS. com.jo 


ft The giant Arabic software 
publisher, Sakhr Soitware, has 
established a site on the World 
Wide Web, in a move that pio¬ 
neers foe use of foe Internet as a 
medium to promote Arabic soft¬ 
ware products. 

The Sakhr site comprises of 
several parts. There’s a news 
section, including information on 
all foe btest Sakhr product and 
mentions which Sakhr receives 
in the media . Another part pro¬ 
vides customer services and sup¬ 
port by offering a forum for 
users to post enquires or techni¬ 
cal problems, to be answered by 
specialists or even other users. 

Sakhr*s Web site also offers 
something for distributors and 
dealers for foe company's prod¬ 
ucts. which resembles an elec¬ 
tronic 'dealer network'. This 
facilitates communications 
between them and the flow of 
information. 

redly'interesting part''is 
'Sakhr Stop'. -which* allows 
users to place product orders on¬ 
line. which are later delivered 


and billed for. Soon, once folly 
developed, this part may offer 
actual monetary exchange by 
which buyers can pay on-line. 

According to Arabia On-Line, 
the company responsible for 
developing and maintaining the 
site, there have been very impres¬ 
sive numbers of visitors to the 
Sakhr rite since its establishment 

To check out Sakhr’s rite on 
the World Wide Web, log into 
address: htrpVsakhr.com. 


S canning devices get 
‘tucked’ into computer 
parts 


ITS SUMMER TIME and foe local computer rnadeetseems to 
have regained that busy atmosphere, with all sorts of product 
launches and announcements underway. 

Stilt one thing that has baffled me so for this year-iytfie 
absence of several computer shows, especially single- company 
shows which used to take place every year. 

Normally, by June, Jordanians would have been treated to$ev- 
eral computer and information technology events. 

Every year. Ideal Systems used to hold its Apple Expo around 
April or May, and Scientific & Medical Supplies Co. (SMS) 
would hold its own exhibition around that time top. Thatiis, not to - 
mention, other company shows that may take place,'irregularly; 
such as General Computer & Electronics. Special Systems Co. 
and others! ' • r ’’•;’f 

So, what's foe story? Where are the public events? 

Have the leading computer companies In the country found 
chat their single shows are not fruitful? 

Don’t get me wrong. There are many product launch events 
stiH being held by many companies, but invitees are usually mem¬ 
bers of the press and prominent clients. These do not constitute 
public computer events. 

Of course, Jordanian computer companies actively participate 
in the two large computer events in the country: foe American 
Computer Products Show , in February, and the Middle East- 
Technology Show (METS) in late October. Still, does il make 
sense that, from February to October, not one single- show is held." 

Considering that the first show does not cover products from 
Europe, foe Far East or even our region, you have to stop to wor* 
der whether METS, held at the end of year, is enough to satisfy 
the needs of distributors and buyers in foe local market? .i... 

Taking a look at neighboring markets, such as Syria, you cqnte 
to realize that the situation is totally different During April and. 
May alone, over three computer shows are held, which are geo^ 
graphically spread out in different cities of the country. r i 

In Lebanon, there are more computer shows. In Egypt too. So. 
how come our market dal led by many, 'one of the mostcorh- 
puter literate markets in the Middle East', is becoming so quite? 
Does it have anything to do with the economic situation inihe 
country? I wonder. ... 

Surely, computer shows present worthwhile opportunities^for 
companies to introduce their latest to customers, creating sak&: of 
some sort Now, especially, there are so many new and exciting' 
developments in fields like communications and multimedia... 

Computer companies and show organizers out there! Give us 
valid answers or, otherwise, get moving. 


ft An interesting trend worth 
looking out for is the recent intro¬ 
duction of folly functional scan¬ 
ning devices embedded in com¬ 
puter parts’such as keyboards 
and CPU cases. 

Compaq has announced a new 
keyboard that incorporates a 
scanner, as part of its 7000 PC 
range. 

Hewlett-Packard (HP), always 
a leader in the scanner field, is 
providing a complete scanner 
unit along with foe recent Pavil¬ 
ion PC range. Prospects for such 
scanner devices appearing in 
hardware from other companies 
arehigh. 

It could herald in a new era of 
computer scanning. 1 '"Rom the 
look&iof it, scanners mgy-becorpe 
as common as multimedia, in 
future PC systems. 


Allegations about ‘Ask the Government’ 
on NETS 


An article published last week in Al Quds Al Arahi newspaper 
stated (hat things were not going so smoothly on the 'Ask the 
Gover nment' Forum, offered by the Bulletin Board Service, 
NETS. It said that foe government was not answering questions 
posted by users and that the forum may closedown as aresult 
This stirred up a bit of an issue among the Jordanian on-line 
community. Accordingly, officials at NETS stated that there is no 
truth in foe report On the contrary, the Prime Minister’s office 
and the Minister of Information, personally, see to it that enquir¬ 
ies are answered and discussed; of course, within the acceptable 
limits of timing allowed to government officials for on-line inter¬ 
action, as they have hectic schedules. Anyway, this whole natter 
projects an interesting aspect of the on-line revolution Jordan is 
witnessing. Frankly, I think that government officials who take 
Dine to get Involved ‘fo 'on -linb didcussioris' sfrouftTbe saluted. I 
suppose users on NETS; who" Jiaye enjoyed "foe- -interaction 
offered, would salute them too. ■ 1 
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England, Germany, France, Czech go for trophy 
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GERMANY COACH Berti 
Vogts believes his team go into 
Wednesday’s European cham¬ 
pionship semifinal with Eng¬ 
land at Wembley as underdogs. 

“England are the clear favor¬ 
ites." Vogts said on the eve of 
the contest on Tuesday. “They 
have got better and better as the 
tournament has gone on. But 
there is 90 

jjjjgj ° Q f 

er Andy 
Moeller 

said: V 

“There is a lot against u£—the 
injuries, the number of home 
fans. There will be a lot of pres¬ 
sure. But it is a great challenge 
to try to beat England on their 
own soil." 

England have not beaten the 
Germans in a competitive 
match since they won the 
World Cup final in 1966. 

But Vogts’s side has been 
struggling with injuries 
throughout Euro 96 and will 
definitely be without captain 
and key striker Juergen Klin¬ 
smann on Wednesday after he 
tore a calf muscle in their quar¬ 
terfinal victory over Croatia. 

The English fans and media 
have been quick to make paral¬ 
lels with the 1966 final. Vogts 
tried to play down the signffi- 
cance of the game in emotional 
terms at a news conference at 
the Germans’ central London 
hotel. 

Bui ihe 49-year-old trainer 
still managed to mention Eng¬ 
land's controversial ihird goal 
30 years ago which most Ger¬ 
mans still mainiain did not 
cross the tine. 

“We are used to being in 
semifinals. For us. this is a nor¬ 
mal European championship 
clash.” said Vogts who did not 
play at the 1966 tournament but 
has been involved in several 
major England-Germany 
clashes as a player and a coach'. 

Vogts rarely gives clues 
about his line-ups before a 
game. On Tuesday, he even 
tried to con the media that his 
medical team might still be able 
to get Klinsmann fit for his first 
foil appearance at Wembley. 

His efforts failed miserably 
when the Bayem Munich 
striker turned up a few minutes 
later and ruled out his chances 


of playing. 

Vogts said he had yet to 
decide who would captain the 
side in Klinsmann's absence. 
Moeller or experienced mid¬ 
fielder Thomas Haessler are 
expected to be foe two leading 
candidates. 

Defender Thomas Helmer 
and wing-back Stefan Reuter, 
who have 


injuries, 

are 


' expecie 

d to 
play. 

Vogts is expected to name 
just one striker in Turkey- 
based forward Stefan 

Kuntz and play three snack¬ 
ing midfielders in Moeller. 
Haessler and Mehraet Scholl 
who made his Euro 96 debut 
against foe Croats. 

Very few of foe German 
team have experience of play¬ 
ing at Wembley. Although foe 
home fans will outnumber the 
Germans, the learn are relish¬ 
ing the challenge. “We know 
that this match could be foe 
highlight of our careers." 
Moeller said. “We are looking 
forward to it and will give 
everything to beat them." 


Croatia vs Portugal 

Croatia coach Miroslav Bla- 
zevic admitted on Wednesday 
that his team's 3-0 defeat by 
Portugal gave him exactly what 
he wanted—a Euro '96 quarter¬ 
final against Germany. 

“I always said I preferred to 
play Germany. Their kind of 
game is preferable for our 
style." he said. 

Croatia, already assured of a 
place in foe last eight before 
the match, fielded only four of 
the team which trounced Den¬ 
mark on Sunday in their start¬ 
ing line-up. 

"Obviously, we have some¬ 
what destroyed the good image 
we created in our second 
match.” Blazevic confessed 
after a performance in which 
his team played lethargically. 

Portugal captain Rui Costa 
said he was surprised by foe 
Croatians' attitude. 

“I thought they would give 
everything for first place (in 


foe group).” he said. 

Portugal coach Antonio Oli¬ 
veira did not want foe weak¬ 
ened Croatia line-up to detract 
from his team's win. 

"Croatia chose 11 players 
and they are still a good team. 
In foe second half, they brought 
on three of their first-choice 
players and we still won," he 
said. 

Czech v. Russia 

The Czech Republic quali¬ 
fied for foe quarterfinals of 
Euro 96 in sensational fashion 
on Wednesday after Russia 
appeared to have stolen their 
founder in a memorable group 
C game at Anfield. 

The Czechs, 2-0 ahead after 
just 19 minutes, looked to have 
blown their chances when Rus¬ 
sian substitute Vladimir 
Beschastnykh rifled home a 25- 
meter shot in the 85th minute to 
put his side 3-2 ahead. 

But just as it seemed Portu¬ 
gal's opponents in Birmingham 
on Sunday would be Italy, 
Czech substitute Vladimir 
Smicer raced on to a through 
boll and beat Russian goal¬ 
keeper Stanislav Cherchesov to 
salvage a 3-3 draw. 

The Czech players had to 
wail for a few seconds before 
learning of Italy's goal-less 
draw against Ger¬ 
many, but their sol¬ 
itary point proved 
just enough to 
spark joyful 
mid-pitch 
celebrations. 


venly defensive for most of the 
game and without a goal to 
show for their first appearance 
in foe European finals, had little 
10 offer in return, but were 
unlucky late in the game when 
they had one effort disallowed. 

By then, however, foe two 
excellent Laudrup brothers had 
combined to put the game 
beyond their reach. 

Brian Laudrup struck first 
for Denmark after 49 minutes 
and added a second six minutes 
from time after older brother 
Michael had set up Allan Niel¬ 
sen to score the Danes second 
in foe 69fo minute. 

A poor clearance by the 
Turkish defence fell to Michael 
Laudrup. lurking just outside 
foe penalty area on the left. 

The Danish captain threaded 
a diagonal ball through to Niel¬ 
sen. who came into foe box 
from the right and beat Rustu 
with a low shot 


needed to stay in foe 

competition. 

Italian fans suffered foeir 

most frustrating night for years 
os their team failed to score 

against a stubborn German 

team who were reduced to 10 
men in foe 60th minute when 
wing-back Thomas Strunz was 
sent off for his second booka¬ 
ble offense. 

The Italians finished level on 
points with foe Czech Repub¬ 
lic, who drew their final match 
with Russia 3-3. The Czechs 
went through on the basis of 
having beaten Italy 2-1 in the 
group clash at Anfield last 
week. 


Denmark v. 

Turkey 
Denmark 
crushed 
miserly Tur¬ 
key 3-0 in 
their final 
group D match 
at Hillsbo¬ 
rough- In front 
of a vast bank 
of their red-and- 
white army of 
fans, the Danes, 
who won die title 
on home soil in 
1992, recovered 
from a dreary first 
half performance to 
show glimpses of foe 
once dynamic attack 
ing play of former 
glories. 

The Turks, era- 


n- •■i* ?■ si* - CUT'* 17 - 



Germany v. Italy 
Brilliant goalkeeping by Ger¬ 
many's Andy Koepke sent Italy 
tumbling out of foe European 
championship on Wednesday 
after a frustrating goal-less 
draw in their final group C 
clash. 

Koepke was lucky not to be 
sent off in foe 
eighth minute 
after he 
brought 
down Pier¬ 
luigi Casi- 
raghi with 
his feet 
when the 
Italian 
striker had 
broken 
clear in 
from of 
goal. 

The 

Eintracht 
Frankfurt 
goalkeeper 
was not 




m 


even 

booked for 
foe foul and 
went on to 
save Gian¬ 
franco Zola's 
penalty and pro¬ 
duce some superb 
saves later on to 
deny the World 
Cup runners-up 
the victory they 


Spain v. England 

England won 4-2 over Spain 
on penalties after 0-0 draw after 
extra time. Spain weathered an 
early England storm to end a 
goaless first half in command 
against foe Euro 96 hosts 0-0 in 
their Wembley quarter-final on 
Saturday. , 

Veteran goalkeeper Andoni 
Zubizarrcta .made two diving 
saves in foe'opening four min¬ 
utes after centre bade Abelardo 
Fenandez won the fastest yel¬ 
low card in the tournament. 

The Barcelona player was 
booked fora tackle from behind 
on Blackburn striker Alan 
Shearer after just 19 seconds. 

From the free kick, Zubizar¬ 
reta had to dive to punch clear a 
low cross from right back Gary 
Neville. 

He dived' to his right four 
minutes later to divert a Shearer 
shot after Fernando -Hierro had 
given away a poor clearance 
from the goalkeeper. Zubizar¬ 
reta also tipped over a Tony 
Adams header from a free kick 
on foe left by Paul Gascoigne. 

Spain threatened foe England 
goal . mainly from foe left 
through defender Sergi Barjuan. 
But the biggest scare for David 
Seaman come from the right 
four minutes before the interval. 

The England goalkeeper 
dashed out of his penalty area to 
foil midfielder Javier Manjarin 
in a lightning Spanish counter¬ 
attack. 

Spain twice had the ball in 
the net only for Kiko.Narvaez to 
be ruled 

offside, in the 22 nd minute 
and Julio Salinas 11 minutes 
later. ■.. 


France v. 

Netherlands 

France went 

through to the semi¬ 
finals of Euro 96 
when they beat foe 
Netherlands 5-4 in a 
penalty shoot-out at 
Anfield on 

Saturday. 

Midfielder Clar¬ 
ence Seedorf missed 
his spot kick for the 
Dutch after the quar¬ 
ter-final had ended 
0-0 following extra 
time. 

It was foe second 
quarter-final of foe 
day to be decided by 
a shoot-out, England 
having beaten Spain 
4-2 on penalties at 
Wembley.. 

The Netherlands; : 
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Portugal dominated territo- 1 i .5--^ 


rially but failed to break f y«lES- 
through the Czech Republic's NV Car 
stubborn defense as foe last y*- 


..Euro.96.quarter-final reached -C l «itm '■f 

__ _ _a IV-.. 


seeking to-erase the f_ BITi a ■ _J 

S£2g° f by^Eng- EngUsh strUcer Aian Shearer breaking through the Spanish defence ^ 
land in the group ■ 7 

phase, had started promisingly marches? . .... Portugal dominated territo- » 

but lacked the finishing touch. "It will be very hard," he rially but failed to break ' ' 

They went closest to a goal in said. “We still have a very good through the Czech Republic's Of J (~N 

foe first half through Ronald de team but Juergen-is such T a key. stubborn defense as foe last :tv'. ' e_ 

Boer, and good chances were player._ In front of their own. Euro 96 quarter-final readied 

also wasted by Patrick Kluivert, crowd, England are - probabiy. .without a coal on V. , v 

Dennis Bergkamp and Philip favorites." V Sunday. '. 1 kN ■■ 

* „■ u, , Goalkeeper Andy Koepke, Both, teams had one clear- VJs 

The games tight, tactical pat- who has played a key role in cul chance'. Czech defender * 

tem continued into the second Germany s less than impressive Michal Homak hut a free six- '• " ! 

half, though French confidence run to foe last four. sSdthat meteThS oJer foelftX 

increased, with Zinedine Zidane without Klinsmann they had to “ bvtfcer Wm^uceiZl ^ ~ ' T ' 

gravmg^a post with a curhng ^ as a rearm 

hJSSK, « ■'•?* 'f * 5 fol 20 fo minute header raved 

_ _ because he is our playmaker hv p wh Peifv^v l? 

Germanyy. Croatia and psychological leader who vn..hT^ goalkeeper p ^ 

The Klinsmann factor is lifts us to new heights," said V * 1 

bound to have a considerable Koepke. Germanc referee HeUraut^* ^ 

bearing on Wednesday's Euro- Klinsmann’s only hope of ^ ^ 

pean championship semifinal lifting his teammates on ha f 11131 bn^tiy au ,^. ^ 

between Gffltnainy and England. Wednesday will be from the so ?, n turne d r sprappy. The 5 ^,, ^ Hu. 

Germany's "psychological confines of the substitutes' yellow' card came after only 'wTW' ^ na 

leader" will miss the Wembley bench. seconds when he bqqjtefc®! - 

showdown because of a tom "We have to think posi- Czech defender Jan Suchopfv* 

thigh muscle during Germany's tively," he said. "At foe 1990 rek for a tackle from behind. . ■!*$ 

acrimonious 2-1 win over 10- World Cup, we had a tight win 
man Croatia-Sunday. over the Czechs in foe quarter- 

1116 Germans are renowned finals but came back to beat foe 

for their professionalism in English in foe semifinals;” 

adversity, but then losing Juer- Certainly, coach Beni Vogts 
gen Klinsmann is something was remaining positive about 
else- the loss of his top striker. 


Germany y. Croatia 

The Klinsmann factor is 
bound to have a considerable 
bearing on Wednesday's Euro¬ 
pean championship semifinal 
between Germany and England. 
Germany's ‘'psychological 
leader" will miss the Wembley 
showdown because of a tom 
thigh muscle during Germany's 
acrimonious 2-1 win over 10 - 
man Croatia-S unday. 

The Germans are renowned 
for their professionalism in 
adversity, but then losing Juer¬ 
gen Klinsmann is something 
else. 

He is one of the world's 
deadliest marksman, having 
scored 38 times for his country. 

How will Germany cope 
without him against an England 
defense which has been prized 
open only twice in four Euro 96 


Sunday..-'- 

Both, teams had one clear- * 
cut chance. Czech defender \'j. 

MictiaJ Homak put a free six- 
meter header over the Portu- 
gese.bar after 10 minutes and ! 

Fernando Couto had _a power- “ij a J. C! 

ful 20 th minute header raved- ' 

by Czech goalkeeper 
Kouba. ..... - 

German referee HeJIrnut-.;^^ ^ 
Krug booked five players in a. ; ,; Sr ' 
half that started brightly but'^t-'^ . ( 
soon tiimed-scrappy. The £ uu' 

yellow card came after only 4o^ci_ b^ n 
seconds when he ^ 

Czech defender Jan Suchopi^y 
rek for a tackle from behind, ^n:i A 

He also booked Portugat>i^,JS D( . 
Helder and Ricardo Sa Fintcrj .‘'^ 1 ^ 
and Czechs Vladimir ^ * 

and Radek Latalr C^h-eq«^V~ ,, % f ; 
Dusan Uhrin foces v the.daun% p e 

ing task, on Tuesday-Of.PY^'i^^. 


Portugal v, Czech 
The Czech Republic 1-0 
win over Portugal was a shock 
to Portugal fans. Karel Pobor- 
sky scored foe Czech's score 
taking his team to semifinals. 


coming the loss of foijrptejf^k 
for the semifinal- Jag^ns*^ l 1 VS?** 
France. ' - ^ 

Defenders 

fruNin ** ■ 


Defenders Radek.-TJi# : 
Jan Suchoparefe : strati 
RadekBejbi and 
TCuktr are-susDenl 


ing foul of rcfere<M 


VV lo P* 
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